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FIRST&LAST YEAR OF JESUS’ MINISTRY: PRECISE DATING, 

INCLUDING THE YEAR OF HIS BIRTH&HIS PASSION. 
 

HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS TO THE PUBLIC MISSIONS OF JOHN & JESUS 
 

1: 

Since Luke names Pilate 2, and Pontius Pilate was Praefect of Judea from 26AD, 

and John, son of Zacharias, started his baptismal ministry “Pilate being governor of Judea”, 

John’s first year of public ministry cannot have preceded 26AD. 
 

2: 

Since Philip, brother of Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Iturea&Trachonitis2, died in 34AD, 

John the Baptist cannot have started his ministry after 34AD. 
 

3: 

SinceJohn the Baptist  started his baptismal ministry in the 15th year of Tiberius2, and  

Tiberius started his reign in coregency with Roman Emperor Augustus in the year 12AD3, 

John’s first year of public ministry started in the year August 19, 26AD to August 18, 27AD4; 
 

4: ¿ or: 

sinceCaesar Tiberius started as sole emperor from August 19, 14AD5, 

John’s first year of public ministry started in the year August 19, 28AD to August 18, 29AD6. 
 

5: 

SinceJesusChrist  started His public ministry after John, who prepared the way for Jesus, 

Jesus’ public ministry cannot have started before August 19, 26AD{3:}. 
 

6: 

SinceJesus was baptised by John, being “thirty years of age”7, and started after August 19, 26AD{5:}, 

He was not born before (about) 19 August, 05BC(A.J.). 
 

7: & (and) 

sinceJesus was baptised by John, being “thirty years of age”7, and started before August 19, 29AD{4:}, 

He was not born after (about) 19 August, 02BC(A.J.). 
 

8: & 

sinceJesus was born while Herod was still alive8, and Herod died in Nisan 4BC or (maybe) Nisan 3BC, 

Jesus was born before Nisan 3BC, or 18 March 3BC (A.J.). 
 

 
2 = Luke 3:1-3. Luke names: ‘In the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar (12/14AD-37AD), 

Pontius Pilate (26-36AD) governing Judea, and Herod (Antipas, 4BC-39AD) ruling as tetrarch of Galilee, 

and his brother Philip (4BC-34AD) ruling as tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruling as te-

trarch of Abilene (-37AD), upon the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas (18-36AD), the Word of God 

came on John, the son of Zacharias, in the desert. And he came into the neighbourhood of the Jordan,  

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for remission of sins’. Pilate left office before the Passover of 37AD. 
3 The Roman Senate appointed Tiberius to be Augustus’ co-princeps by a decree dated 23 October 12AD. 

See for example Tiberius timeline.htm, note 160 ‘Holzmeister, Chronologia vitae Christi, 66’. 

4  The regnal years of Caesar Tiberius started from the day Caesar Augustus died: August 19, 14AD; 
5  variously dated Augustus 19, 14AD=the day Augustus died, or September 17, 14AD=Senate’s decision. 
6  These are the only 2 options for John’s first year: 12AD=1st

26AD=>15th, or 14AD=1st
28AD=>15th. 

7  “And Jesus himself was beginning about the age of thirty years” Luke 3:23 (Douay-Rheims Bible). 

8  = Matthew 2:1, 2:22. (Archelaus was a son of Herod_I). Herod_I: 40&37BC–37i&34iy.=4BCi, Josephus. 

file:///D:/01-BC/1b-NT%20extra/9-Roma/Tiberius%20timeline.htm
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9: 

SinceJesus  at His Baptism was 30 years of age7, and born before Nisan 3BC{8:}, He was baptised  

before Nisan 28AD (<15/03/28) (therefore option 4: is too late, only 3: is possible). 
 
10: 

SinceJesus was present in Jerusalem at a Jewish Passover, where His Jewish listeners stated: 

“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 9, and 

Herod started the Temple construction in his 18th year =Nisan/Tishri 20-19BC (1st=37-36BC10), 

the Passover when 46 years had passed can only have been the Passover of 27AD or 28AD11; 

or, if the work was started with 1 Nisan 19BC passed, even the Passover of 29AD; therefore 

Jesus’ first Passover (John 2:13+20) was either the Passover of 27AD, 28AD or 29AD12.

 

 
11: 

Since Pilate  left Judea before the Passover of 37AD and presided over Jesus’ Trial as  

Roman Praefect, Jesus’ last year cannot have surpassed 36AD. 
 
12: & 

sinceCaiaphas  exercised the Office of High Priest, with Annas2, and Caiaphas was in office 

from 18AD until 36AD, again, Jesus last year cannot have surpassed 36AD. 
 
13: 

SinceJesus  celebrated the Jewish Passover Thursday evening, for He was crucified on a Friday, 

the Jewish Passover that year fell out at Thursday night (Thursday: 14 Nisan, Friday: 15 Nisan). 

In the years of Jesus’ public mission, the years which may have had such a Passover date were: 

30AD, 31AD, 33AD, 34AD & 36AD. 

 
14: & 

Since  at Jesus’ Trial, the chief priests and their servants accused Pilate: “if thou release this Man,  

thou art not Caesar’s friend”13, and this expression could have referred to those being persecuted by   

Sejanus, who from 26AD until 31AD de facto reigned in Rome as prime minister of Caesar Tiberius –

who lived a secluded life at the Island of Capri– and signed his decisions with “Amicus Caesaris”, 

“Friend of Caesar”, Jesus’ last Passover would have been prior to the Passover of 32AD. 

 
15: & 

since  30AD & 31AD were before the death of Sejanus, due to John 19:12, 

the Passovers in 30AD & 31AD are possible as Jesus’ final Passover; 
 
16: &, 

since the Talmud states: “the Temple Veil was torn 40 years before the destruction of the Temple”, and 

the Temple was destroyed in 70AD, the Passover in 30AD may be Jesus’ Passover, if it meant a precise  
 

period of 40 years, for 70AD minus 40 years = 30AD. 
 

 
9  = John 2:20 [transl.: English Majority Text Version, via e–sword.net]. 

10  Herod&Sossius conquered Jerusalem at the Fast Day (=Yom Kippur, 10 Tishri) 37BC; 1st year: Ti37-36BC. 
11  19BC+46 years=28AD, meaning at Passover 28AD a full 46 years had passed. In normal Jewish inclusive 

  reckoning, it was more likely the Passover of 27AD, if that passed within the 46th year ( year 0). 
12  Some calculate the 46th year from 17(15)BC, when the Tabernacle would have been built, resulting in  

John 2:20 = 30(32)AD. But the construction of the Temple started in Herod’s 18th year=20/19BC, and had 

lasted 46 years, not 1,5 (=time spent on the Tabernacle; probably Nisan 19Tishri 18BC); but if Herod’s 

18th year was from Tishri 20BC and the work started between Nisan–Tishri 19BC, with the Tabernacle built 

from Nisan 18BC till Tishri 17BC, the 46 years may be counted from Nisan 18BC until Passover in 29AD. 

13  = John 19:12. 
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17: ¿ or: 

since  in inclusive reckoning the Talmud statement could mean ‘in the 40th year’,  

the Passover in 31AD may be Jesus’ Passover, for the 40th year before 70AD = 31AD. 
 
18: ¿ but: 

Since  at Jesus’ Trial, the chief priests and their servants accused Pilate: “if thou release this Man,  

thou art not Caesar’s friend”14, and if this expression referred to those being persecuted by Tiberius,  

the Caesar, after the condemnation of Sejanus, and Sejanus had been executed October 18, 31AD,  

Jesus’ last Passover could not have been prior to the Passover of 32AD. 

 
19: therefore, 

since  30AD & 31AD were before the death of Sejanus, due to John 19:12, 

the Passovers in 30AD & 31AD would be excluded as Jesus’ final Passover; 
 
20: and, 

since  34AD & 36AD do not allow the 17 years of Paul’s chronology until the Council in 49/50AD, 

and if  non-inclusive, the Passover in 34AD and 36AD are excluded as Jesus’ final Passover; 

 
21: therefore, 

Since  33AD is after the death of Sejanus, allows for the 17 years in Paul’s chronology, and agrees 

with a Thursday Night Passover in the 19-year cycle, the Passover in 33AD may be Jesus’ Passover. 
 
 
 
 

 
14  = John 19:12. 
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Summary Chronology of Jesus’ Life 
 
Nº Argument: Reason: Date: Refs. 

     

1 John started  In 26AD Pilate appointed   

 after 25AD Roman governor, praefect.15 26AD–36AD Lk.3:1. 

     

2 John started  Philip, son of Herod-I,   

 before 35AD died in 34AD. 04BC–34AD Lk.3:1. 

     

3 John started in: Tiberius Caesar’s 15th year   

 19/8/26–18/8/27 of reign (co-regency). 19/8/26AD Lk.3:1. 

  [start: October 12AD]   

 or:    

4 John started in: Tiberius Caesar’s 15th year   

 19/8/28–18/8/29 of reign (sole reign). 19/8/28AD Lk.3:1. 

  [start: 19/8 or 23/9/14AD]   

     

5 Jesus started after Jesus started after John and   

 18/8/26 John started after 18/8/26AD 19/8/26AD Lk.3:1. 

     

6 Jesus was not born  Jesus was 30 at baptism,  Lk.3:1& 

 before August 5BC which cannot have taken  Lk.3:23. 

  place before 19/8/26AD, 19/8/05BC  

  start of Tiberius 15th year [3]. (Alex.Jul.).  

     

7 Jesus was not born  Jesus was 30 at baptism,  Lk.3:1& 

 after August 2BC which cannot have taken  Lk.3:23. 

  place after 18/8/29AD [4]. <19/8/02BC  

   (Alex.Jul.).  

8 Jesus was born Jesus was born, Herod alive,  Mt.2:1& 

 before Nisan 3BC who died at/near 7 Nisan 4BC,  Mt.2:22. 

  or 8 Nisan 3BC at the latest.   

  Jesus was born approximately {19/8/5BC  

  between these two dates: 25/3/3BC}16  

   (Alex.Jul.).  

     

9 Jesus was baptised Jesus was born before Nisan <Nisan 03BC Mt.3:13-17 

 before Nisan 28AD 3BC and 30 years at baptism. <Nisan 28AD Lk.3:21-23 

     

10 Jesus was present His First Passover in public PO27, 28 or 29  

 at Passover 27AD, ministry was at ’46 years of shortly after  

 28AD or 29AD. Temple building’. His Baptism. Jn.2:20. 
  

 
15  Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, ch.3.1–5 & 4.1–2. 

More on Pilate the governor: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontius_Pilate. 
 

16  Explaining this date: 7–8 Nisan is based upon Josephus’ remark, that Archelaus, oldest son of Herod I at this  

time, mourned the death of his father for seven days, and appeared the last day of that mourning period in 

the Temple at the Feast of Passover; the Festival Day of Passover is 15 Nisan. 
 

If it was in 4BC, Herod may have been buried Wednesday April 4, 7 Nisan. 

If it was in 3BC, Herod may have been buried Monday March 25,  8 Nisan. 
 

Another remark: these dates are based upon the Alexandrian Julian Calendar, differing 2 days with the 

Roman Julian Calendar at that time – see my “Solution LeapDayError Julian Calendar 45BC-8AD.pdf”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiquities_of_the_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontius_Pilate
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Nº Argument: Reason: Date: Refs. 

     

11 Jesus’ Final Passover can Pilate left office late 36  Josephus, Ant.18:1–214 

 not have surpassed 36AD or early 37AD (he was   

  not present at PO37AD). <PO37AD  

 again:    

12 Jesus’ Final Passover can Caiaphas was ousted as  Josephus, Ant.18:33–35+95–9717 

 not have surpassed 36AD High Priest in 36AD. <PO37AD  

     

13 Jesus’ Passover fell out Jewish Passover 14 Nisan PO30AD,  

 at a Thursday night; this occurs at different week PO31AD,  

 occurred in AD30, 31, days; a Thursday Passover PO33AD,  

 33, 34&36, potentially. is limited to certain years. PO34AD,  

   PO36AD.  

     

14 Jesus’ Final Passover can At his Trial, the priests re-  John 19:12 

 not have been after minded Pilate directly of   

 the Passover in 31AD Sejanus, ‘Friend of Caesar’  “Sejanus and Jesus’ 

  who reigned from 26–31AD. <Oct.31AD     date of death.doc”. (©MR) 

     

15 Jesus’ Final Passover was Jesus’ Passover was not   

 either in 30AD or 31AD. in 30AD or 31AD due to not 30AD  

     

16 Jesus’ Final Passover was Talmud: 40 years before the –40 years?  

 in 30AD? destruction of the Temple. =PO30AD! Option 1. 

     

17 Jesus’ Final Passover was Jesus’ Passover was not ‘40th year’?  

 in 31AD? in 30AD or 31AD due to =PO31AD! Option 2. 

     

 OR:    

18 Jesus’ Final Passover can If at his Trial, the priests  John 19:12 

 not have been before reminded Pilate indirectly   

 the Passover in 32AD of the death of Sejanus,  “Sejanus and Jesus’ 

  killed October 18, 31AD. >Oct.31AD     date of death.doc”. (©MR) 

     

19 Jesus’ Final Passover was Jesus’ Passover was not   

 not in 30AD or 31AD. in 30AD or 31AD due to not 30AD  

  Jn.19:12+Sejanus’ death. not 31AD. John 19:12 

     

20 Jesus’ Final Passover was Jesus’ Passover was not   

 not in 36AD & 34AD. in 34AD or 36AD due to not 34AD  

  Saint Paul’s chronology. not 36AD. Gal.1:132:10. 

     

21 Jesus’ Final Passover was Jesus’ Passover was in   

 therefore in 33AD, 33AD due to John 19:12  John 19:12 

 with 14 Nisan at  +Sejanus’ death and due   

 Thursday 2 April 33, to Paul’s 17 years until  Gal.1:132:10. 

 and 15 Nisan at the Apostolic Council in   

 Friday 3 April 33AD. 49AD or 50AD. =PO33AD! Option 3. 
 

Table I.  Chronology of Jesus’ Public Ministry. 
 

For an extension to this list, see the final pages of this same document (page 48-49). 
 

 
17 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caiaphas & https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anexo:Sumos_sacerdotes_de_Israel 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caiaphas
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anexo:Sumos_sacerdotes_de_Israel
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Jesus’ Date Of Birth: 25 Kislew,25 December 05BC? 
 

see: ‘Birth Of Christ-The Priests Orders-Dating Herod's death.pdf’ + ‘Birth Of Jesus Christ.xlsx’ on Bible33.com. 

 

The above given data are chronological markers about the Life of Christ that are 

logically, and some irrefutably, derived from external and internal historical facts. 
 

Still the question remains: When was Jesus born? 

 
As has been shown above, the historical span within which this important event must have taken place 

is: between 19/08/05 and 25/03/03BC. But can we pinpoint a precise day? Many attempts have been 

made; my conclusion is the following. 

 
Jesus may have been born not at 25 December (=Roman dating), but at 25 Kislew (=Hebrew dating)! 

 

In fact, in 05BC, 25 Kislew occurred at the Alexandrian Julian date of 25 December, which may explain 
the 25 December Christmas Tradition. This agrees with a 30th Birthday at 25 Kislew in 26AD (probably 

23 December in 26AD), which means Jesus indeed “began to be 30 years of age”6 at His Baptism, 

which may have occurred at January 6, as is traditionally believed, in the year 27AD.18 

 
The dating of Jesus’ birth to 25 Kislew in 05BC, agreeing with the proleptic Julian Date 25 December, 

is based upon the following conclusions: 

 
 Events related to Jesus’ Birth:  Roman dates: Jewish dates: Remark: 

1. Zacharias Temple Service  11/09-18/09/06   

2. Conception John Baptist  23/09/06 10 Tishri =traditional date 

3. Conception Jesus Christ,     

 at the end of the 6th month  25/03/05 15 Nisan Sunday & Passover Day 

4. Mary visits Elisabeth  26/03-04/07/05   

5. Birth of John Baptist  24/06/05 19 Sivan =traditional date 

6. Enrollment Caesar by Quirinius  02/07-25/12/05   

7. Birth of Jesus Christ  25/12/05 25 Kislew =traditional date 

8. Presentation in Temple, 41st day  02/02/04 5 Shebat =traditional date 

9. Arrival Magoi  >25/12/04 Jesus 1+ year old  

10. Flight to Egypt  >25/12/04 i.d.  

11. Killing boys Bethlehem  <25/12/04–Ni.03> i.d.  

12. Death king Herod I  before PO–03BC Adar/early Nisan  

13. Reign son Archelaus  4BC to 6AD  10 years (Josephus) 

14. Return from Egypt  after April 04BC   

 

With a Zacharias Temple service, precisely determined to the week of 11-18 September in 06BC, 
the Birth of John the Baptist falls out in the period containing the traditional birth date of 24/06, 

and the Birth of Jesus Christ falls out in the period containing the traditional birth date of 25/12. 

 
The death of Herod–I in Adar or early Nisan in 03BC allows for the Magoi to arrive in Jesus’ 2nd year 

of life –being 1 year old–, which agrees with a decree by Herod–I to kill all boys in Bethlehem up to 

2 years old, and for the events described by Flavius Josephus included in Herod’s final year; in fact, 
it agrees much better with the reign lenghth given by Josephus: 37y. from 40BC+34y. from 37BC. 

 

All in all, one cannot “proof” 25 Kislew/25 December 05BC to be the precise date of Christ’s Birth, 

but I consider it (by far) ‘the most convincing candidate’. It agrees with all other related dates+events 
in a gentle, natural manner, without any remaining conflict. 

 

Marcel de Ray, 17 August 2021. 

 
18 if Jesus left Nazareth 23/12/2606/01/27AD=15 days: about two weeks travel from Galilee to the Jordan River. 
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Chronology of Jesus’ Life – details 
 
 

John’s and Jesus’ first year  Tiberius’ fifteenth year of reign1 
(1) John started his public ministry after 19/08/26 (the start of Tiberius’ 15th year of co–reign)19, 3:, 
(2) John started his public ministry not after 19/08/29 (start of Tiberius’ 16th year of sole–reign)4:. 
(3) Jesus started his public ministry within the period 19/08/26  17/04/2920, 3:, 4:, 5:. 
 
Jesus’ final year  Pilate’s&Caiaphas’ year of leave1 
Depending on the duration of Jesus’ ministry, the Year of his Crucifixion & Resurrection is 
determined. It cannot have been later than 36AD (due to Pilate’s&Caiaphas’ leave of office).21 
 
Starting point 

There are only two options for 15th Year of Tiberius: 
a) 19-08-26 to 18-08-27AD or b) 19-08-28 to 18-08-29AD. 
 
Caesar Augustus died August 19, 14AD according to the Julian calendar.22 
[All dates here given are according to the Julian calendar; for Gregorian subtract 2 days].23 

 
John precedes Jesus 
Jesus starts his public ministry after John, likely about half a year later, since John was the son of a Levite 
priest, Zacharias, who by custom started their Temple service at the age of 3024, and Luke testifies Jesus 
too started ‘beginning to be 30’25 and Jesus was born about 5 to 6 months after John26. If John starts at 
June 24, or August 19, or September 17, or e.g. at the Feast of Tabernacles, then Jesus may have started: 
 
Jesus’ possible start of ministry: 
 
From 12AD: 
 

a. 23–12–26AD  06–01–27AD: 23–12–26AD = 25 Kislev, start of the Feast of Dedication,  
  today’s Hanukah, if a leap month was inserted in 26AD (2nd Adar, Hebrew year 3786). 
b. 06–01–27AD  14–02–27AD:  Baptism + 40 days Fast of Jesus, started after feast of Chanukah.27 
c.  or 1 Adar 27AD  10 Nisan 27AD28: Fast of Moses? = Jesus’ 40 days Fast? 29a 
d. or 1 Elul 27AD  10 Tishri 27AD30: Fast of Moses? = Jesus’ 40 days Fast?25b 
 
OR 
 

 
19  Or 17/09/26AD, the day the Roman Senate accepted Tiberius as successor of Augustus by decree in 14AD. 
20  Vernal Moon in 29AD: night of 29/30 March (or if early Passover: 29 Feb./01 March; if late: 28/29 April). 
21  Appendix F discusses Pilate’s reign; probably he left his post in Jerusalem late 36AD, not even in 37AD. 
22  The dates of his rule are contemporary dates; Augustus lived under two calendars, the Roman Republican 

until 45 BC, and the Julian after 45 BC. Due to departure from Julius Caesar's intentions, Augustus had to 

restore the Julian calendar in 8 BC; the correspondence between the proleptic Julian calendar and the calen-

dar observed in Rome, is uncertain before 8 BC (Blackburn & Holford-Stevens 2003: 670–1). But the recon-

struction of the Augustan Period is given in “LeapDayError Julian Calendar 45BC-8AD.doc” [©MR] 
 

In Egypt, the correct Julian Calendar was always in use, without the intercalation mistake made in Rome. 
23  First century A.D. By 1582 the Julian Calendar was 10 days out of sync with the Spring Equinox during 

the Nicaean Council [325AD], so Pope Gregory XIII revised the Julian Calendar by subtracting 10 days: 

on October 5 followed October 16, 1582AD. The Julian Calendar has 3 leap days too many in 400 years. 
24  We do not know exactly how much time passed between John’s first public appearance and Jesus’s, 

  but 3 to 6 months is likely, both starting at the age of 30, as was a Levite’ law: 1 Chronicles 23:3. 
25  “And Jesus himself was beginning about the age of thirty years” Luke 3:23 (DRB). 
26  “And behold thy cousin Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth  

    month with her that is called barren.” Luke 1:36 (DRB). 
27  The Feast of Chanukah starts 25 Kislev and ends 2 Tevet; =23/12/2630/12/26 if Adar I+II in 26AD. 
28  1 Adar 27AD: 26–01–27; 10 Nisan 27AD: 05–04–27AD, with VeAdar in 26AD. 
29  a=According to the Sadducees? Nisan starts year; b=according to Pharisees? Tishri starts year. 
30  1 Elul 27AD: 22–08–27; 10 Tishri 27AD: 29–09–27AD. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proleptic_Julian_calendar
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From 14AD: 
 

e. 30–11–28AD  06–01–29AD: 25 Kislev until Baptism? 
f.  06–01–29AD  14–02–29AD:  Fast of Jesus. 
g. or 1 Adar 29AD  10 Nisan 29AD31: Fast of Moses?= Jesus’ 40 days Fast?25a 
h. or 1 Elul 29AD  10 Tishri 29AD32: Fast of Moses? = Jesus’ 40 days Fast?25b 
 
With the time needed from Jesus’ Baptism at the Jordan, His 40-days-fast, return to Galilee (Cana), 
calling His first disciples, up to the First Passover in Jerusalem, it must have taken at least several 
months since the start of John’s ministry; apart from the August 19, 26AD start of Tiberius’ 15th year, 
this too annuls the Jewish Passover in 26AD as option for the First Passover of John 2:13 (too early). 
 
Jesus probably became 32 years of age at 25 Kislev 28AD, start of the Feast of Dedication that year, 
if indeed He was born at 25 Kislev 05BC (25 December in that year in the correct Julian Calendar). 
 
Remark: 25 Kislev in 28AD may have fallen out at either 30 November or at 1 December; why? 
There are three reasons: 
 
1. During the Jewish Cycle sometimes a leap day is needed. If a leap day was added to Cheshvan 28AD 

(or 27AD), 25 Kislev would have occurred at 1 December 28. It seems this did not happen since 
without that leap day the following Passover falls out at the night of the full moon, as is intended: 
14/15 Nisan = 16/17 April 29AD, with the astronomical full moon at 17 April 05.00h. 

 
2. On the other hand, the year (Tishri) 28 – (Tishri) 29AD was a Year of Jubilee. And according to the  

Talmud, the leap month VeAdar at the beginning of 29AD should be postponed to avoid prolonging 
a sabbatical year in which there was no sowing and harvesting and the population had to live from 
the harvest of the 6th year. 
 
Applying the rule, according to the house of Gamaliel33, this means for 28AD that 25 Kislev would 
fall out at 01-12-28, because a leap day was necessary at 30 Mareshvan 28AD so the Passover in 29 
would fall out at the night of the full moon (18/19 March, with the full moon at 18 March 21:03h). 

 
3. Since the determination of the new year in the 19 Year Cycle was done by ‘Molad reckoning’, there 

may have been sometimes a difference with the astronomical or true New Moon at 1 Tishri/Nisan. 
Due to the effects of Molad reckoning the Jewish Calendar in Jesus’ Day may have differed by a day. 

 
The traditional date for Jesus’ Baptism, January 6, is a strong tradition. 
Therefore we take from here on January 6 as starting point for Christ's public appearance. 
From there we can build a logical chronology, from the 40-day-fast until the First Passover in Jerusalem.  

 

THE FIRST & LAST PASSOVER 
 
Hereafter follows an overview of the possible 1st & last  year options of Jesus’ public ministry. 
This offers the historical reach for Jesus’ years of ministry, based upon the 15th regnal year of Tiberius, 
and the 46th year of Temple reconstruction at Jerusalem (see Luke 3:1-2 & John 2:20). 
 
A public ministry surpassing a 3.5 years chronology seems not supported by the Gospels.34 
But I have included those as well. 
 
see next page 

 
31  1 Adar 29AD: 03–02–29; 10 Nisan 29AD: 12–04–29AD, with VeAdar in 29AD. 
32  1 Elul 29AD: 29–08–29; 10 Tishri 29AD: 06–10–29AD. 
33  Tractate Sanhedrin,  
34  Important remark: later on in my research, I have come back to this point of view (incorporated in pages 20, 

  and further, page 24ff.). 
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THE FIRST & LAST PASSOVER 
 
Jesus’ first Passover with His five disciples at Jerusalem (John 2:13) could only have been: 
I.   14–21 Nisan 27AD, or 
II.  14–21 Nisan 28AD, or 
III.  14–21 Nisan 29AD.  see 10:/notes 11, 12 
 
I.   From the Passover in 27AD, the duration of Jesus public mission can only have been: 

a) if a 2.x years ministry: 27–28–29, or, 
b) if a 3.x years ministry: 27–28–29–30. 
This gives the Passover of 29AD&30AD as options for Jesus’ last Passover week. 

 
II.  From the Passover in 28AD, duration of Jesus public mission can only have been: 

c) if a 2.x years ministry: 28–29–30, or, 
d) if a 3.x years ministry: 28–29–30–31. 
This gives the Passover of 30AD&31AD as options for Jesus’ last Passover week. 

 
III.  From the Passover in 29AD, duration of Jesus public mission can only have been: 

e) if a 2.x years ministry: 29–30–31, or, 
f)  if a 3.x years ministry: 29–30–31–32, or, 
g) if a 4.x years ministry: 29–30–31–32–33. 
 
This gives the Passover of 31AD&32AD&33AD as options for Jesus’ last Passover week. 

 
In a 5.x or 6.x years ministry one could include even 34AD35, ascribing both Multiplication–of–the-
Bread stories to an extra Passover, and the 21-Nisan Passover Sabbaton36 in Luke 6:1, plus the 3 Pass–
overs in John’s Gospel, giving 6 Passovers. But this seems not correct for John 6:4 contains 1 of the 2 
Multiplication stories, leaving us with 5 Passovers, not 6 Passovers37, and this adds up to a 4-year ministry, 
including the “preparation year” of baptising with John.  
Starting in 27, 28 or 29 follow 5 Passovers: 27–28–29–30–31,  28–29–30–31–32  or  29–30–31–32–33 .38 
 
If the Jewish Nisan calendar and the non-accession method for counting royal years was used, as was 
custom during the Judean King’s Age39, Tiberius’ 1st full year of reignnac would have been: Nisan 15AD 
to Adar 16AD. This gives a hypothetical 15th year of Nisan 29 to Adar 30AD, which would result in the 
following options: 
 
The sole reign option of Tiberius 15th year = 29ADnac, which would lead to a: 
e) 2.x years ministry: 29–30–31;  
f)  3.x years ministry: 29–30–31–32; 
g) 4.x years ministry: 29–30–31–32–33. 
This would give the Passover of 31AD, 32AD&33AD as options for Jesus’ last Passover week. 
 
Conclusion 
The 15th + 46th year markers filter out 29, 30, 31, 32, 33AD as options for Jesus’ last year. 
 
Therefore, Jesus’ Years of Ministry are restricted to the following years: 
 

START JESUS’ MINISTRY, from: 26 or 27 or 28 or 29AD        START: 2629AD 

END OF MINISTRY, at the Passover in: 29 or 30 or 31 or 32 or 33AD   END: 2933AD. 
 

Next, we’ll proceed with the precise dating of Jesus’ Crucifixion-Resurrection Year. 

 
35  Newton believed 34AD to be the final Passover. But, as concluded in ‘Saint Paul’s Chronology.pdf’, a final  

Passover beyond the Passover of 33AD seems impossible due to Paul’s Conversion date (17y. before 50AD). 
36  As explained by sir Isaac Newton in his Observations upon the Prophecies of Daniel, part I, ch.XI, 

  “Of the Times of the Birth and Passion of Christ”. 
37  Later I have reviewed this position: hereafter see pages 16-18, 21-25.  
38  Deepening my understanding on the possible number of Passovers in the Gospels, I later changed my mind: 

  “Passovers in the Gospels w.33AD, Mark 8-9 and the argument from the two multiplications.pdf”. 
39  From King David at (about) 1,010–970BC until King Hezekiah, who reigned: 04/597–07/587BC. 

file://///wiki/Observations_upon_the_Prophecies_of_Daniel
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LAST PASSOVER JESUS, OPTIONS [VM=Vernal Moon] 
[the vernal moon is the 1st full moon following the spring equinox] 
 
Based on very accurate astronomy software40 we now know the very precise dates of the  
Passovers for the years AD 26–36, during which Jesus’ entire public mission took place: 
 
Astronomical Data 
 

 Year 

 

Full moon, 

before S.E. 

41Spring 

Equinox 

1st Full moon, 

Vernal Moon: 

2nd Full moon, 

after the S.E.: 

 

 CE =VM–1m. Julian 14–15 Nisan =VM+1m.  

n° AD col. I S.E. col. II col. III code: 

1 26 21/3 23h 23/3 01h 20/4 14h 20/5 05h 26vm/–m/+m 

2 27 11/3 07h 23/3 07h 09/4 18h 09/5 07h 27vm/–m/+m 

3 28 28/2 20h 22/3 13h 29/3 05h 27/4 15h 28vm/–m/+m 

4 29 18/3 21h 22/3 19h 17/4 05h 16/5 13h 29vm/–m/+m 

5 30 08/3 13h 23/3 01h 06/4 22h 06/5 05h 30vm/–m/+m 

6 31 26/2 01h 23/3 06h 27/3 13h 25/4 22h 31vm/–m/+m 

7 32 15/3 22h 22/3 12h 14/4 11h 13/5 21h 32vm/–m/+m 

8 33 05/3 00h 22/3 18h 03/4 17h 03/5 07h 33vm/–m/+m 

9 34 22/2 00h 22/3 24h 23/3 17h 22/4 09h 34vm/–m/+m 

10 35 12/3 20h 23/3 06h 11/4 10h 11/5 01h 35vm/–m/+m 

11 36 01/3 05h 22/3 11h 30/3 16h 29/4 04h 36vm/–m/+m 
 
Historical Data:42 
 

 Year 
 

VM–1, 
bef. SE: 

date: 
col.I 

JDN43: Pascha 
weekday 

32  Spring 

Equinox 
Passover 

fullmoon 

date: 
col.II 

JDN33 Pascha 
weekday 

VM+1, 
after SE: 

date: 
col.III 

JDN33 Pascha 
weekday 

leap 
month: 

23 CE (VM–1) 12th Julian Sabbath: proleptic Julian date 1st  Julian Sabbath (VM+1) 2nd Julian Sabbath: Metonic 

n° AD Column I month day nr. 1732113 SE Column II month day nr. 1732113 Column III month day nr. 1732113 cyclegam 

1 26 21/3 23h 13Ad-II 1730634 Fri/Sat 23/3 01h 20/4 14h 14Nisan 1730664 Sat/Sun 20/5 05h 14Iyyar 1730694 Mon/Tue VeAdar 

2 27 11/3 07h 14Adar 1730989 Tue/Wd 23/3 07h 09/4 18h 14Nisan 1731018 We/Thu 09/5 07h 14Iyyar 1731048 Fri/Sat no 

3 28lp 28/2 20h 14Adar 1731343 Sat/Sun 22/3 13h 29/3 05h 15Nisan 1731373 Sun/Mo. 27/4 15h 14Iyyar 1731402 Tue/Wed Feb.29 

4 29 18/3 21h 14Ad-II 1731727 Fri/Sat 22/3 19h 17/4 05h 15Nisan 1731757 Sat/Sun 16/5 13h 14Iyyar 1731786 Mon/Tue no 

5 30 08/3 13h 14Adar 1732082 We/Thu 23/3 01h 06/4 22h 14Nisan 1732111 Thu/Fri 06/5 05h 14Iyyar 1732141 Sat/Sun VeElul 

6 31 26/2 01h 15Adar 1732437 Sun/Mon 23/3 06h 27/3 13h 15Nisan 1732466 Mon/Tue 25/4 22h 14Iyyar 1732495 We/Thu VeAdar 

7 32lp 15/3 22h 14Ad-II 1732820 Sat/Sun 22/3 12h 14/4 11h 15Nisan 1732850 Sun/Mo. 13/5 21h 14Iyyar 1732879 Tue/Wed Feb.32 

8 33 05/3 00h 15Adar 1733175 We/Thu 22/3 18h 03/4 17h 15Nisan 1733204 Thu/Fri44 03/5 07h 15Iyyar 1733234 Sat/Sun no 

9 34 22/2 00h 15Adar 1733529 Sun/Mon 22/3 24h 23/3 17h 14Nisan 1733558 Tue/We 22/4 09h 15Iyyar 1733588 We/Thu no 

10 35 12/3 20h 14Adar 1733912 Sat/Sun 23/3 06h 11/4 10h 15Nisan 1733942 Sun/Mo. 11/5 01h 15Iyyar 1733972 Tue/Wed no 

11 36lp 01/3 05h 14Adar 1734267 Thu/Fri 22/3 11h 30/3 16h 14Nisan 1734296 Fri/Sat 29/4 04h 14Iyyar 1734326 Sun/Mon VeAdar 

italic: differs from earlier/known version&or Alcyone.              Metonic cyclegam: from H3773 (with Gamaliel’s reform) 

 
There are 7 possible combinations of week days. Starting from the first day of the week, Sunday: 
Sun/Mon, Mon/Tue, Tue/Wed, Wed/Thu, Thu/Fri, Fri/Sat, Sat/Sun. From these, only the Passover 
nights of Wed/Thu, Thu/Fri & Fri/Sat are relevant to our research, for according to Matthew, Mark& 
Luke, Jesus ate the Passover Lamb Thursday night, making Thursday Nisan 14, and Friday Nisan 15, 
the feast day45 of Luke 22:1&John 13:1+29. A leap day would change above Passovers by 1 day (+/–). 
 
From the historical dates given above, one would expect Thu/Fri to have occurred 33/7 = 4.7 times. 

 
40  I used Alcyone Ephemeris, v4.3, to be found at: http://www.alcyone-ephemeris.info. “Alcyone Ephemeris is  

  an accurate and fast astronomical ephemeris calculator covering the period 3000 BC to AD 3000.” (docu) 
41  SE: the Spring Equinox (cf. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_equinox) 
42  for details: “JEWISH ROMAN JULIAN CALENDAR IN JESUS' TIME, Alex.v19, MC=Nisan, MR=Tishri12AD.xlsx” 
43  JDN: Julian Day Number (cf. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_day) 
44  Vernal Moon: 3 April 33 16h, but due to the use of the 19-years Metonic cycle Passover was: 2/3 April 33. 
45  Matthew 26:17, Thursday seems to be even 15 Nisan, but 15 Nisan started this day at sunset: =14 Nisan. 

http://www.alcyone-ephemeris.info/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_equinox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_day
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In the 33 weekday combinations in the table above, the combination Thu/Fri occurs 3x, Wed/Thu 5x, and 
Fri/Sat 4x. If the Vernal Moon was Friday/Saturday night, but 1 Nisan was called one day early, e.g. by 
molad reckoning, Passover may have been celebrated Thursday/Friday night: this adds 5 more options. 
 
Apart from this, if the Pharisee party in the High Council were able to get their postponement rule(s) 
implemented, the natural Wednesday-Thursday full-moon Passover night may have been postponed to a 
Thursday-Friday Passover night celebration, which opens an extra 5 (postponed) Last Passover options. 
This may have occurred in case of a witness-based determination of the new moon, indicating Nisan 1, 
and the night sky at the true new moon was over clouded. 
 
Therefore, in the years 26AD to 36AD the Final Passover of Jesus Christ - as mentioned in the four Gospels - can 
only have happened at one of the following 18 dates: 
 

 Passover night, 

14 on 15 Nisan: 

[Julian dates] 

Week– 

day: 

Vernal Moon= 

1st full moon aft. 

spring equinox: 

Postponed? 

Spring month, 

Passover day: 

Pp. 

Saddu- 

cees: 

Pp. 

Phari- 

cees: 

Comments: Code 

1 21/22 March 26AD Thu/Fri VM–1month 1 Nisan pre-poned pp–1m pp:+1d too early 26–m 

2 22/23 March 26AD Fri/Sat VM–1month before SE pp–1m no pp leaves Synoptics false 26–m 

3 10/11 April 27AD Thu/Fri VM+1day 1 Nisan postponed pp+1d pp:+2d too early&1 Nisan pp. 27vm 

4 08/09 May 27AD Thu/Fri VM+1month 1 Nisan pre-poned pp–1d pp:+1d too early& –1d. Nisan 27+m 

5 09/10 May 27AD Fri/Sat VM+1month PO postponed pp+1m no pp leaves Synoptics false 27+m 

6 17/18 March 29AD Thu/Fri VM–1month–1d. 1 Nisan pre-poned pp–1m pp:+1d too early& –1d. Nisan 29–m 

7 18/19 March 29AD Fri/Sat VM–1month before SE pp–1m no pp leaves Synoptics false 29–m 

8 09/10 March 30AD Thu/Fri VM–1month+day before SE+1Ni pp. pp–1m pp:+2d 1 month early&1Ni pp. 30–m 

9 06/07 April 30AD Thu/Fri at Vernal Moon not needed no pp pp:+1d first perfect match 30vm 

10 26/27 April 31AD Thu/Fri VM+1month+14h PO+1Ni postponed pp+1m pp:+2d 1 month late&1d. pp. 31+m 

11 05/06 March 33AD Thu/Fri VM–1month before SE+1Ni pp. pp–1m pp:+2d 1 month early&1Ni pp. 33–m 

12 02/03 April 33AD Thu/Fri Vernal Moon–6h not needed MC8/19 pp:+1d near perfect match 33vm 

13 23/24 April 34AD Thu/Fri VM+1day 1 Nisan postponed pp+1d pp:+2d too late? 1Nisan pp. 34+m 

14 20/21 May 34AD Thu/Fri VM+1month 1 Nisan pre-poned pp+1m pp:+1d 1 month late&–1d. pp. 35+m 

15 21/22 May 34AD Fri/Sat VM+1month PO postponed pp+1m no pp leaves Synoptics false 35+m 

16 01/02 March 36AD Thu/Fri VM–1month before SE pp–1m pp:+1d too late? 1 month early 36–m 

17 29/30 March 36AD Thu/Fri Vernal Moon–6h 1 Nisan pre-poned pp–1d pp:+1d too late? –1d. Nisan 36vm 

18 30/31 March 36AD Fri/Sat at Vernal Moon not needed no pp no pp leaves Synoptics false 36vm 

 

Combined with the earlier discovery of: 
 
START JESUS’ MINISTRY, during: 26 or 27 or 28 or 29AD               START: 2629AD, 
END OF MINISTRY, at the Passover: 29 or 30 or 31 or 32 or 33 or 34AD     END: 2934AD, 

the theoretical options are: option 6 to 15: a 29AD– to 34AD–Crucifixion. 
 
From these, 4 out of 10 dates would mean a Passover celebration before the spring equinox [6, 7, 8, 11], 
which seems hardly feasible (about 250.000 lambs were slaughtered for the Passover Meal46, enough 
barley needed to be ripe in the fields, and this pre-spring-equinox position is clearly contradicted by the 
oldest sources as Philo, Josephus, Anatolius and Saint Bede47). 
 
This leaves as options: 9, 10, 12–15: 
 

09.  06/07–04–30AD      12.  02/03–04–33AD     14.  20/21–05–34AD 

10.  26/27–04–31AD      13.  23/24–04–34AD     15.  21/22–05–34AD. 

 

 
46 Josephus, Wars of the Jews, book VI, ch.9.3, where he mentions the number of lambs sacrificed for the last  

  Passover at Jerusalem in 70AD: 265,500 lambs. Per 10 to 20 persons, 1 lamb was eaten at the Passover meal. 
47 Philo of Alexandria 20BC–AD50, Flavius Josephus AD37–c.100, Anatolius of Alexandria (&Laodicea) †283; 

  See page 4 of my Letter to Pope Francis, "Was it 30AD or 33AD?", with references, sent 2014. 
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A Friday/Sabbath 14/15 Nisan would mean the Synoptics would be wrong in their Passover dating, which 
is not possible. For, by such a conclusion all historical data in the New Testament would be suspicious, 
unreliable, which certainly is not the case. In fact, I have found no chronological or historical given in 
the New Testament that can be proven wrong. All the connections established so far, are in perfect 
harmony with external historical sources, including a long list of archaeological+textual finds. 
 

I discovered, a precise reconstruction of the Hebrew Calendar for the year 33AD including the use of 
the Metonic Cycle, leads to a Thursday/Friday Passover on 2&3 April. This is contrary to the common 
opinion of a Friday/Saturday 03/04 April for 33AD. 
 

Fact is, a Friday 14 Nisan would “leave the Synoptic Gospels false”.   
 

Solution to John 18:28 : 
 

The problem we are dealing with here, namely the conflict of John 18:28, suggesting the Passover that 
year was eaten a Friday night, with Luke 22:7-22 and all other links to Jesus’ Passover being a Thursday 
night. This conflict has been solved satisfactorily in an essay published by this author, named 
“Timestamps in the Gospels”. 
 

In short, it is shown, there was discord between the Pharisees, who would not celebrate the Passover 
Sabbath in sequence with the Week Sabbath –hence still today the rule to postpone 1 Tishri and/or 1 
Nisan by 1 day to avoid such an event of happening– and the Sadducees, of whom the High Priests were 
members48, who did not accept this rule, and therefore would not postpone the Passover. 
 

But since, as Flavius Josephus states, the majority of the people by this time, followed the instructions 
of the Pharisees (and this might have been also convenient for the Temple organisation), most visitors 
to the Passover Festival in Jesus’ final year will have celebrated the Passover Sabbath at Saturday, the 
week Sabbath, creating the main day of the feast during that Saturday (which remained Nisan 16).49 
 

Conclusion 
The strange allowance, even today, to celebrate the Passover Meal at both 14 Nisan and 15 Nisan, comes 
from this early calendar conflict (it is explained differently in post–first century Jewish sources).  
 

In my opinion, the true nature of this conflict existed as early as the 2nd century BC and the postpone-
ment rule was applied by the Pharisees in the year of Jesus’ death, for this was one year in which 15 
Nisan, the Passover Sabbath (the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread), fell on Friday, causing 2 
consecutive Sabbaths (Friday+Saturday), an occurrence the Pharisees wanted to avoid. 
 

This would explain in a most perfect manner the remark that John stated in 18,28: 
“Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not 
enter into the Praetorium, lest they might be defiled, but so that they might eat the Passover.” 
 

The most likely scenario is, the Pharisees had made an agreement with the Sadducees, to allow for both 
Passover Meals in 33AD: one at Thursday night –the night preceding the vernal moon that year–, and 
another one at Friday night –the night following the vernal moon that year–50, for which reason the 
Pharisees&their followers celebrated the Passover after sunset of the 15th of Nisan that year51, which 
is still permitted in the Jewish calendar today.  
 

Hereby this conflict is thus solved. 
 

This leaves option 7, 15 & 18 false. 
 

Options 13-17 mean more Passovers than the Gospels address: from the Passover of 27AD (year 46 of the 
Temple construction under Herod, if started in the Winter of 20–19BC), until the Passover in 34AD, 
demands a public mission of Christ of 7+ years; this seems too many. If one asserts a 1,5-year activity of 
John, before Jesus arrives for His Baptism –as Newton suggested–, still 7 Passovers would be needed: 

 
48  Acts 5:17. 
49  Hence the remark in the Gospel “But they said: Not on the festival day, lest perhaps there should be a tumult 

 among the people.” (Matthew 26:5), and “And on the next day, a great multitude that was come to the festi- 

 val day, when they had heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem” (John 12:12) and it was ‘a great Sabbath’. 
50  The Vernal Moon at Jerusalem in 33AD fell out at 16:42h, Friday 3 April. 
51  Possibly the 14th of Nisan in the policy of the Pharisees, but that was not accepted by the Sadducees. 
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these are not found in the Gospels. But on the other hand, if the First Passover of John 2:13 was at 28AD, 
or even 29AD (the latest option if the 46 years were counted from 18BC), 6 or 5 years are counted with 
7 or 6 Passovers (the Gospels mention at least 4 Passovers, but more seems possible, see note 33). 
 

These arguments are by themselves a possible indicator Jesus’ last Passover was likely not 34AD, but to 
this is added the much stronger argument from Paul’s chronological data, which suggests a 33AD con-
version date for Saul at the latest, and since Jesus  in 33AD at the earliest, if John 19:12 refers to Sejanus , 
it was also the earliest possible year of Paul’s conversion. These considerations would put Paul’s con-
version between Pentecost 33 and the Passover in 34, possibly in the period October 33–April 34AD. 
 
On the other hand, if John 19:12 referred not to a dead Sejanus, but to a living Sejanus (Amicus Caesaris), 
Jesus’ last Passover was either in 30AD or 31AD. 

 
This leaves options 9, 10 or 12, but for option 10 to be true, the first day of Nisan and Friday 15 Nisan 
would be postponed –by the Pharisees–, with Passover celebrated at the night following the full moon 
after the spring equinox. In option 10 Jesus celebrated Pascha on Thursday night 26–27/04/31AD, and 
the Pharisees, with most visitors to the Feast, on Friday night 27–28/04/31AD. This remains a theoreti-
cal option52, but the most perfect options are the dates most accepted, options 9&12: 
 

A. Jesus ate the Passover lamb at the true 14 Nisan, Thursday night 6 April 30AD, or 2 April 33AD. 
B. The Pharisees&followers ate the Passover lamb at 15 Nisan, Friday 7 April 30, or 3 April 33AD. 
 
In 33AD, Friday 3 April was the true 14th of Nisan, for the night of Friday to Saturday 3–4 April 33AD  
was the true Full Moon, as you can find with astronomy software, but, due to the new moon dates for 
Adar (12th), Nisan (1st) and Iyyar (2nd month) in 33AD, the date of 1 Nisan, and consequently 14 Nisan, 
fell one day earlier.  
 
This is due to the 19-year Metonic Cycle, already in use during the first century (and not, as many take 
for granted, from 358AD, Hillel II).53 
See “JEWISH-JULIAN CALENDAR IN JESUS' TIME.xlsx”  ‘25-36AD Jewish Julian Calendar’, with Jewish Feasts54. 
 
On the other hand, in 30AD, Thursday 6 April was the true 14th of Nisan, for the night of Thursday to 
Friday 6–7 April 30AD was the true Full Moon, as you can find with astronomy software. 
 

This leaves us with the following conclusion:  
 

The first perfect match:   Jesus’ Last Passover is 6/7 April 30AD48. 
 

And with this, the range of Jesus’ Public Mission may have been: 3 years&3 months, 
late 26AD or early 27AD until 7 April 30AD=, 
with His Resurrection on Sunday 9 April 30AD, 
the “third day” of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 

Another possible match:   Jesus’ Last Passover is 26/27 April 31AD48. 
 

And with this, the range of Jesus’ Public Mission may have been: 4 years&3 months, 
late 26AD or early 27AD until 27 April 31AD=, 
with His Resurrection on Sunday 29 April 31AD, 
the “third day” of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 

The second perfect match:   Jesus’ Last Passover is 2/3 April 33AD. 
 

And with this, the range of Jesus’ Public Mission may have been: 6 years&3 months, 
late 26AD or early 27AD until 3 April 33AD=, 
with His Resurrection on Sunday 5 April 33AD, 
the “third day” of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 

In all 3 cases, Thursday=14 Nisan, Friday=15 Nisan, Sunday=17 Nisan. At 16 Nisan, Jesus rests in His tomb. 

 
52  although countered by the ‘Sejanus argument’. 
53  even earlier: the Jewish Calendar changed in the 6th century B.C. to the Babylonian Calendar; 

  probably including the use of an early variation of the Metonic Cycle. See literature. 
54  by this author. 
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Summary of Options for Jesus’ Final Passover: 

Hereafter we treat the Passover options from 26AD–36AD one by one. 
(from the Passover Table on page 10) 

 
1.  21/22 March 26AD  

Only if the coregency of Tiberius with Caesar Augustus started in 11AD (as you’ll find in older 
studies –Newton, Mommsen– this could have been Jesus First Passover in Jerusalem, not His last. 
 

3.  10/11 April 27AD 
Since this is Jesus’ first possible Passover in Jerusalem (John 2:13), it cannot have been His final 
Passover. 
 

4.  8/9 May 27AD 
Same problem as 2. 
 

6.  17/18 March 29AD 
Only if Jesus’ public ministry lasted about 2 years and Jesus’ 1st Passover in Jerusalem (John 2:13) 
was 27AD, this could have been His last Passover. John testifies there were at least 3 Passovers 
during His public ministry, which makes this the first theoretical option, but it cannot have lasted 2 
years only, including Jesus’ help in John’s Baptismal Ministry.  
It also fails due to the “Sejanus argument” (see 9 etc.). 
 

8.  9/10 March 30AD  
This is a Jewish Passover before the spring equinox of March 23, 30AD. Since the Council of Nicaea, 
it is not allowed to proclaim a Passover preceding the spring equinox, for those days were reckoned 
part of the previous year. But the Jews did have a different set of rules in the first century AD: 
1. the barley must have ripened to supply for the First Omer during the Passover Week, and for  
  the unleavened bread, for all people in Israel; 
2. there must be enough lambs available to celebrate the Passover Meal; 
3. the spring equinox. 
 
The question is if the rule of the equinox always meant, the first full moon following it was Passover 
evening. For, if so, the other 2 rules seem to be superfluous. In fact, it is said if 2 out of these 3 
requisites applied the Passover month was proclaimed. If the barley wasn’t ripe and the lambs not 
sufficient in number, an extra month was inserted. If this happened with the spring equinox passed, 
it meant Passover could be celebrated at the 2nd full moon after the equinox, which in normal cir-
cumstances was Iyyar, the 2nd month. 
 
If the barley was ripe early and enough lambs had been received, due to an early spring, it might 
have been possible to proclaim Passover 1 month early. But this seems to have happened rarely, if 
ever at all. 1st Century Jewish writers say Passover was calculated and never preceded the spring 
equinox.55 
 
Therefore, we might have a Jewish Passover at the 1st full moon or –less frequent– at the 2nd full 
moon, following the spring equinox. Maybe, although unlikely, also at the last full moon before the 
spring equinox, due to the characteristics of the Hebrew moon calendar. But with so many lambs 
needed at this period of Jewish history to be sacrificed for the Passover in Jerusalem – Josephus 
mentions 265,500 lambs were slaughtered at the Passover in 70AD – a pre-vernal Pascha date seems 
unlikely. This makes option 5, apart from the chronology of Jesus’ final year, unlikely. 

 
55  ‘Accordingly Josephus, one of the Jewish Priests who ministered in the temple, tells us that the Passover was  

kept on the 14th day of Nisan, κατα σεληνην according to the moon, when the sun was in Aries. This is con-

firmed also by two instances, recorded by him, which totally overthrow the hypothesis of the Jews using a 

vicious cycle(?). For that year in which Jerusalem was taken and destroyed, he saith, the Passover was on the 

14th day of the month Xanthicus, which according to Josephus is our April; and that 5 years before, it fell on 

the 8th day of the same month. Which two instances agree with the course of the moon.’ [27+32 or 30+35/MR] 
 

Sir Isaac Newton, in ‘Observations upon the Prophecies of Daniel/Part I’, chapter XI. 
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9.  6/7 April 30AD 
This is a Jewish Passover at the first full moon after the spring equinox of March 23, 30AD at the true 
Vernal Moon. 
 
It gives a 14 Nisan Thursday, with a 15 Nisan Friday, if combined with a postponement rule by the 
Pharisee fraction in the Sanhedrin, solving the apparent Gospel conflict in John 18:28. 
 
It also agrees with the statement in Old Jewish writing, saying: “the Temple Veil was torn forty 
years before the destruction of the Temple”: 70AD–40 years=30AD. 
 
First perfect match. 
 
But it is in conflict with the death of Sejanus (18–10–31AD), to which a reference seems to be made 
in John 19:12 (see option 12). 
 
Therefore, this option contradicts John’s Gospel. 
 

10.  26/27 April 31AD 
This is a Jewish Passover at the 2nd full moon after the spring equinox of March 23, 31AD: not a perfect 
match, but the spring season could have been late this year. Only a Thursday/Friday Passover if 1 
Nisan was observed 1 day late, due to overclouding (e.g.) [Julian Day: 1732496-97]. But this is only 
true if an observation calendar was used and this seems unlikely – as explained elsewhere. If the 
year before of Nisan 30–Adar 31AD was intercalated in the 19–Year–Cycle, and this seems likely, it 
also would fall out at this date. 
 
It gives a 14 Nisan Thursday, with a 15 Nisan Friday, which, combined with a postponement rule 
by the Pharisee fraction in the Sanhedrin, satisfies the apparent Gospel conflict. It does not agree 
with a Jewish Passover on the 1st full moon, seemingly pushing Passover into the month of Iyyar, 
but as stated before, this was (in theory) possible, due to the rules of the Sanhedrin at Jesus’ time. 
 
It agrees with the statement in the Talmud, saying: “the Temple Veil was torn forty years before the 
destruction of the Temple”: 70AD–40 years=31AD, if it meant ‘in the 40th year’, see option 9. 
 
But it is in conflict with the death of Sejanus (18–10–31AD), to which a reference seems to be made 
in John 19:12 (see option 12). 
 
Therefore, this option seems to contradict John’s Gospel, if it referred to a dead Sejanus. 
 

11.  5/6 March 33AD 
Again, a Jewish Passover with the same problems as option 8: it is 1 month too early. 
It comes after the death of Sejanus and therefore does not conflict with John 19:12, 
as all options preceding this one seems to do. 
 

12.  2/3 April 33AD 
This is a Jewish Passover one night before the Vernal Moon, but with a Friday–Nisan 15 and there-
fore correct. It is the most likely alternative to 6/7 April 30AD. 
 
Although often cited as a Friday Passover 3/4 April 30AD, that date is in clear conflict with the 
Synoptic Gospels and therefore certainly not historical. But the use of the 19-year cycle may have 14 
Nisan to fall out at Thursday 2 April, and 15 Nisan at Friday 3 April 33AD. That way it is the: 
 
Second perfect match. 
 
It agrees with the death of Sejanus in October 31AD: indeed, Pilate was at danger of being accused 
‘not to be a friend of Caesar Tiberius’, who had started a campaign to persecute those that had been 
with Sejanus. In 32&33 the persecution swept through the ranks of Roman officials. 
 
But a Final Passover in 33AD is in conflict with statements in the Talmud, referring to dramatic 
events occurring at the Temple 40 years before its destruction: 
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Yoma 39b: “Our rabbis taught: during the last forty years before the destruction of the Temple, the lot 
(‘For the Lord’) did not come up in the right hand; nor did the crimson colored strap become white; nor did 
the western most light shine; and the doors of the Hekel would open by themselves until Rabbi Yohanan 
B. Zakkai rebuked them [the gates] saying, ‘Hekel, Hekel, why alarmist thou us? We know that thou art 
destined to be destroyed.’ ” 
 

Shabbat 15a: “Forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin was banished (from the 
Chamber of Hewn Stones in the Temple) and sat in the trading Station (in the Temple to the east of the former 
Chamber)”. 
 

Forty years before the destruction of the Temple is 30AD (70–40) or 31AD (inclusive). But there 
might be reasons for the writer(s) of above statement(s) to reckon with the round number ‘40’.56 
 

13.  23/24 April 34AD 
Like option 10, but it is late. Contradicts with the conversion year of Paul, for Paul had laboured for 
seventeen years preceding the Apostolic Council in 49/50AD (conversion in 33 or early 34AD). 
 

All options after 31AD conflict with “the events in the Temple 40 years before its destruction” as 
explained above at option 12, if the texts quoted are to be taken exactly at “40”. See note 46. 
 

14.  20/21 May 34AD 
This is a Jewish Passover with the same problems as 31AD. Although, 14 Nisan falls on Thursday, 
the full moon is 1 month late. 
 

16. 01/02 March 36AD 
  This is a Jewish Passover with the same problems as options 8&13. 
 

17. 29/30 March 36AD 
  This is a Jewish Passover with the same problems as option 13: it is too late. 
 

18. 30/29 March 36AD 
  This is a Jewish Passover with the same problems as option 13: it is too late. 
 

SUMMARY 
Option 9&12 are the best options, with 10 and 13 as possible alternatives: 
 

Jesus last Passover was at the night of: 
(9)   Thursday 6 April/Friday 7 April 30AD=VM (seems to contradict John 19:12), 
(12) Thursday 2 April/Friday 3 April 33AD (seems to contradict Yoma 39b, Shabbat 15a). 
    or: 
(10) Thursday 26 April/Friday 27 April 31AD (Passover after the spring equinox, 2nd FM). 
(13) Thursday 23 April/Friday 24 April 34AD (Passover after the spring equinox, 2nd FM). 

 
© Marcel de Ray, 17-09-2013/chs.04-02-2014,17-03/25-09-2015. 

 
56  In the Biblical context 40 years was often used as the total for 1 generation (I suppose when the precise num- 

ber of years –passed during an in-between period– were unknown, in such a case known family lineages would 

fill in the gap, showing that during the unknown period 1 generation had passed, see for example Judges 3:11, 

5:31, 8:28, 13:1 (‘40 years’=1 generation); or ½ gen.: Jdg. 4:3 (‘20 years’), or 2 gens.: Jdg. 3:30 (‘80 years’). 
 

A period of ‘40 years’ is used as an estimate in for example: Judges 2:13, 5:31, 8:28, where it says three times 

“and the land rested for forty years”; this explanation also follows from the use of a period of ‘80 years’ in 

Jgs.3:31, “and the land rested for eighty years” (2 x 40=indeed 2 generations) and a period of ‘20 years’ in 

Jgs.4:3, 15:50, 16:31 and 1 Samuel 4:18 (0.5 x 40 = an estimate of half–a–generation).  

 

But at other times, where 40 years is mentioned, it is precisely 40 years, like the reigns of David, Solomon and 

Jehoash, who obviously retired after 40 years. Asa of Judah and Jeroboam II of Israel both reigned 41 years. 

 

Therefore, agreeing with an historic Israelian custom, the 40 years used in Yomah 39b may also have been 

an estimate: with 33-70AD, being 38 years inclusive, within the range of such an estimate.  

This is not ‘proof’, but a possible alternative explanation to the Yomah 39b count of 40 years. 
MR 14.07.2020. 
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A Route towards a 33AD Crucifixion&Resurrection 
 

There are 3 options strongly supported by evidence: 
I.  23-12-26  07-04-30AD : Line I                 (‘Line’: ‘Public Ministry Jesus Christ’) 

II.  30-11-28  03-04-33AD : Line II 

III. 23-12-26  03-04-33AD : Line III 
 

[8+365+366+365+31+28+31+6=1200, 26K–14N=1,200 days from 

day after Jesus’ 30th birthday=25 Kislew 26AD till 14 Nisan 30AD]57 

 

apart from these: 

IV. 23-12-26  27-04-31AD : Line V (Saint Jerome) 

V.  30-11-28  23-04-34AD : Line IV (Isaac Newton). 
 

Sejanus, the ‘friend of Caesar’ (Latin: amicus Caesaris) 

Lately, I have found new insights relating to the ‘friend of Caesar’-threat during Jesus’ trial. Sejanus 
was executed 18 October 31AD and the riot that followed in Rome and elsewhere against his loyals 

went on all through 32AD and was almost certainly still raging on during the Passover in 33AD. At 

least it was fresh in the memory of those present at Jesus’ trial before Pilate. 

 
The persecution of Sejanus’ associates in the time following Sejanus’ execution, from 18/10/31 all 

through 32AD and the 1st half of 33AD, is the only logical historical explanation for John 19:12-13. 

 
Short Chronology? 

The amount of time needed for all events reported in the Gospels is quite extensive; it is difficult to 

see how all of these events would have occurred in 2 or 3 years: from December 26 to 7 April 30AD 

is just 3 years+4 months for all events that happened since the start of Jesus’ public ministry. This 
is short and therefore a longer public ministry of Jesus may not be out of line with history. 

 

Therefore we shall next look into a possible public ministry along the lines of Line II+III. 
The discovery of the Metonic Cycle with a Thursday/Friday 2/3 April 33AD Passover –instead of a 

Friday/Saturday 3/4 April 33AD Passover– makes this a ‘Gospel proof’ Passover option. 

 
Late start? 

What if: 

1)  15th year Tiberius starts 19/08/28? 

 
2)  Jesus than baptised e.g. 06/01/29. 

 

3)  At Temple first time: Passover 29, 
   baptising from Passover to November 29, 

   start PMJC in Galilee = January 30; 

   final PO in Jerusalem = 2-3/04/33 = 3.25 years (agrees w. Daniel’s 70 Weeks prophecy58). 
 

4)  If Jesus –e.g.– starts His Ministry in Galilee the day after His 33rd Birthday, 25 Kislew 29AD, 

   21-12-29AD  03-04-33AD, the day He died, it makes: 1,200 days to the day! 

 
5)  This agrees with our earlier discovery of 1,200 days from 24-12-26AD until 07-04-30AD; 

but the second version is 1,200 days from the start of Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee, while 

the first version is 1,200 days from leaving his house in Nazareth to be baptised by John at the 
Jordan, and includes the year of co-operating with John in his baptismal ministry… the second 

option 21-12-29AD  03-04-33AD may be preferable by ‘the_1,200_days discovery’ alone. 

 

And it also agrees better with Daniel’s prophecy of ‘half-a-sabbath-week’ of 7./.2 = 3,5 years, 
for from 21-12-29 till 03-04-33 is 3 years (30, 31, 32) plus 3 months plus 3 weeks. 

This is Line II. 

 
57  See also Appendix K. 
58  See “Daniel's Prophecy of Seventy Weeks explained.doc” by Marcel de Ray©. 
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6)  Problems with 33AD that remain: 
 

a) birth date of Jesus: He was not 30 years at 25 Kislew 28 or 29AD, for He must have been 

born before Herod the Great died (before 04-04-04BC/prol.Jul.) and was therefore 30 years at 
the end of 26AD or before. At January 6, 29AD, He must at least have been 32 years of age… 

 

This makes a 25 Kislew 28AD & 06-01-29AD Baptism problematic. 
It suggests the earlier version must be correct: Jesus became 30 at (about) 25 Kislew 26AD. 

 

b) the 46th year of Temple building remains problematic also: from 19BC, the 28AD Passover 

is the last possible connection to the 46 years; a 25 Kislew 28AD Start of Jesus’ mission is 
therefore hardly feasible. That would require a first Passover in 29AD. 

 

To amend for this we could assume Herod gathered building materials over the course of 1, 2 
or even 3 years, before starting to rip down the central building, the sanctuary, and rebuild it; 

according to Josephus this central building took 1.5 years to build; if the Jews that spoke with 

Jesus counted from the start of the actual building itself, neglecting the preceding period of 

collecting materials, one could count the 46 years to end at/near the Passover in 29AD, but this 
is not convincing… 

 

Although the 46th year of Temple building may be moved forward from 20/19BC to 19/18BC 
or a bit later (I suppose the collection of materials did not exceed 2/3 years), it still is an unlikely 

scenario. For the Tabernacle was finished near the Feast of Tabernacles in the seventh month, 

the first feast celebrated in the new Temple; this means the rebuilding of the Tabernacle started 
at Nisan the year before; if it had started at Nisan 20BC (A) –the earliest option to count Herod’s 

18th year–, it was finished at Tishri 19BC; if it had started at Nisan 19BC (B), it was finished at 

Tishri 18BC; if it had started at Nisan 18BC (C), it finished at Tishri 17BC.  

 
Possible start Temple Project by Herod: 

 

A: Start Temple construction by Herod Nisan 20BC: 46th year ends at Nisan 27AD. 
B: Start Temple construction by Herod Nisan 19BC: 46th year ends at Nisan 28AD. 

C: Start Temple construction by Herod Nisan 18BC: 46th year ends at Nisan 29AD. 

 
A) seems unlikely as Start of the actual building of the Tabernacle, for Josephus says Herod first 

collected all materials needed, before the building started and that the project was started in his 

18th year of reign – in Jerusalem he reigned from Tishri 37BC – so the earliest possible date for 

his 18th year is Nisan 20BC – if Josephus quoted here a Nisan-year – so the building of the 
Tabernacle would not have started immediately in Nisan 20BC; that suggests the start was a 

year later (B): Nisan 19BC. For, the collection of materials started in Herod’s 18th year, says 

Josephus, a year that may have been counted either from Nisan 20BC or from Tishri 20BC and 
therefore ends no later than Tishri 19BC (max). 

 

Option B agrees with all data, from both Josephus history & John’s gospel. 

Option B leads to the Passover in 27AD or 28AD: 
[1st year=Nisan 19BC–18BC][46th year=Nisan 27AD–28AD].59 

So the 46 years are full at the Passover in 28AD. 

 
Option C is late: the collection must have started before Tishri 19BC, but still possible: 

[1st year=Nisan 18BC–17BC][46th year=Nisan 28AD–29AD]. 

 
I do not know, if there is more historical material available –or an archaeological find– that 

pinpoints the start of the building project or the collection of materials with more precision. 

 

Option B or C remain open, with a possible Passover in John 2:13 at 27AD, 28AD or 29AD. 

 
59     46 years–19BC = 27 years in the new millennium: no year 0, so that brings us to Nisan 27AD, 

     start of the 46th year and to Nisan 28AD for the end of the 46th year. Passover is 14–15 Nisan. 
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7)  7 years of ministry? 

 

The birth date makes the 29-33AD scenario still problematic, despite the beautiful 1,200 days 
connection; this raises the question: could the public mission of Jesus have lasted even longer? 

Like from 25-12-26AD all the way to Friday 3 April 33AD? 

 
If true, this means: one year of ‘helping John the Baptist’ during 27AD, starting His ministry in 

Galilee as Messiah from about June (or December) 27, all through 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32AD,  

with the final months –with the resurrection of Lazarus etc.– early 33AD; in total: 5 years plus 

3.5, or 10 months of public ministry as Messiah, preceded by about 11.5, or 5 months preparing 
in Judea and Perea though helping John Baptist. All in all: a 6+ years ministry. 

 

If the same scenario is prolonged to the (Newton) date of the 34AD Passover, Jesus’ ministry 
lasted 7+ years. Much longer than our conventional 2+ or 3+ years. But this last option does not 

seem a reliable one, because: 

 

a)  34AD leaves (too) little room for Paul’s chronology; 
 

b) there is no need to prolong Jesus’ ministry beyond 33AD; 

 
c) 34AD Passover is a postponed Passover to the 2nd full moon (although for Newton a reason 

to choose it; the corn was ripe, but that is not a decisive argument, a warm spring is enough); 

 
d) 34AD Passover needs an VeAdar in that year, which is in conflict with the Metonic Cycle in 

use in general, and with the leap years found so far in particular; 

 

e)  it is even further from a statement in early Jewish writings: ’40 years before the destruction 
of the Temple’, meaning 30AD or 31AD, (which is a possible argument against 33AD). 

 

So, we dismiss the 34AD Last Passover on these grounds. 
 

 

&       &       & 
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33AD Last Passover with a long ministry 

 

In case Jesus left home at the 25th or 26th of Kislew 26AD, and died the 15th of Nisan 33AD, He 

sojourned for about 6 years and 3.3 months (Julian calendar), or for 6 years and 3.5 months (Hebrew 
calendar), or about 77 Hebrew months (leap months included; round-off’s). 

 

From these 6+ years, some 50 days or 8 months were spent in preparation, together with John; as 
soon as John was captured, Jesus returned to Galilee starting His Messianic Mission. This was either 

in June 27 (“spring wheat version”) or in December 27 (“winter wheat version”). 

 

Due to this chronology, it could be Jesus left His home in Nazareth the day after His 30th birthday of 
25 Kislew 26AD, and started his mission in Galilee at about his 31st birthday, 25 Kislew 27AD, 

performed His 2nd sign in Cana, moved to His house in Capernaum and started preaching in the 

synagogue of Capernaum every Sabbath from January 28AD onwards. 
 

In this chronology His mission expanded naturally: first He would preach only at the week Sabbaths 

in Capernaum, later expanding His preaching to the surrounding villages and cities at the Northern 

side of Lake Galilee, and later – especially from the rejection in Nazareth onwards, as the Gospels 
report – into parts farther away from Nazareth&Capernaum.  

 

More and more people come for healing and to hear Him, from regions farther and farther away: first 
from Galilee, the Decapolis, Samaria, Perea, Judea, Lebanon… 

 

The crowds grew so large, tens of thousands60, His 12 apostles –and later on His 70 (72?) disciples– 
were having great difficulty to keep their Master and themselves from being crushed: Jesus some-

times had to step in a boat, sailing a bit from the coast, to be able to address so many people… for 

indeed, the steady continuous growth of ever larger crowds suggests a chronology that surpasses the 

two or three years usually attributed to Jesus’ Ministry: His fame spread ever farther and crowds 
were coming to see Him from Judea, Idumea, Phoenicia, Syria: hundreds of kilometres from Galilee! 

Indeed, even king Abgar of Edessa –Southern Turkey– sent messengers to Jesus to ask for his healing 

(later it seems the burial shroud of Jesus was kept safe in Edessa for many centuries..). 
 

All these developments, including the long journeys Jesus&His Apostles made – sending the Twelve 

all over Israel for several months, His Own retreat into Lebanon, to Tyre and Sidon, the return jour-
ney to the Decapolis, East of Lake Galilee; at a later moment sending 72 disciples forth to towns in 

Judea, where He was going on His long final journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:5119:28,41)… how 

much time would all of those journeys have taken? 

 
Therefore, a longer public ministry of Jesus than the obvious 3+ years is certainly feasible and makes 

sense. 

 
Many will object to this only due to a prophecy from the Book of Daniel and therefore we shall study 

this 70–Weeks Prophecy in detail in another essay (see also note 53). 

 

 
© Marcel de Ray, 28-03-2014, chs.16,18–03/28-09–2015/11-05-2017/25.01/07.05.2019. 

 
60  E.g. in Matthew 4:23-25. 
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Summary, 31.01.2015 

 
In our final analysis, these are the conclusive First&Last Year of Jesus’ Public Ministry, by definition: 

 

START OF MINISTRY 

 

There are at each possible First Year, two options based upon John 4:35 : 

A. Spring Wheat harvest, meaning Jesus passed Samaria at the time the spring or summer wheat 

  was sown (indeed=4 months before the harvest), at the time of the feast of Pentecost/Shavuot; 
B. Winter Wheat harvest, meaning Jesus passed Samaria 4 months before the winter wheat harvest, 

or barley harvest, which was about December/January each year, with the harvest at about April, 

followed by the wheat harvest, in about May or June, between Passover and Pentecost. 
 

This gives two options for Jesus’ first year: 

A. Jesus passed Samaria at the time of Pentecost, May/early June, or: 

B. Jesus passed Samaria at the time of 2nd half November–1st half January (if barley was on the fields) 
  or at the time of 2nd half December–1st half February (if it was winter wheat). 

 

These two options are available in all chronologies of Jesus’ public ministry. 
 

The First Year can only have been: 

I.   27AD, with John starting in the year 19/08/26 to 19/08/27AD: Tiberius’ 15th year after 12AD. 
II.  28AD, with John starting in the year 19/08/26 to 19/08/27AD, Jesus being baptised e.g. 06/01/28. 

III. 29AD, with John starting in the year 19/08/28 to 19/08/29AD: Tiberius’ 15th year after 14AD. 

 

The 3rd option seems less likely: the start of the Temple project under Herod in his 18th year of reign 
since he took Jerusalem at 9/10 Tishri 37BC is 20–19BC, 46 years had passed at Tishri 28AD; which 

makes the Passover 29AD half a year late; although theoretically possible, it seems to me this was not 

the Passover mentioned in John 2:13/20, for Jewish reckoning was usually inclusive [note: on page 27, 
argument 11 with notes, I treated this issue in more detail; from argument 12 follows that 29AD is even 

excluded]. 

 
The Passover in John 2 can only have been: 

a. Start Sanctuary: immediately after the Passover in 19BC; 

b. Completion Sanctuary: 1.5 years after it started, at the Feast of Tabernacles in Tishri 18BC; 

c. 46 years since start Sanctuary: Nisan 19BC + 46 years = Passover in 28AD. 
d. If they spoke during the 46th year, it may have been the Passover in 27AD, 

or, if they were counting from the start of the project {deal with king Hiram of Tyre, 

collecting trees from the mountains of Lebanon, stonecutting in Juda, etc. from 20BC), 
again, it would have been the Passover in 27AD. 

e. Again, if they spoke at the completion of the 46 years, it was the Passover in 28AD. 

 

Therefore, we must conclude, Jesus was present at the Passover in 27AD or 28AD in His First Year. 
 

After this Passover Jesus went and helped in the completion of his Forerunner’s ministry by baptising, 

that is: Jesus’ early disciples baptised, until John Baptist was imprisoned by Herod Antipas. 
 

After John’s ministry stopped, Jesus left Judea/Perea to return to Galilee, passing Samaria on the way: 

see John 4. Here He said: ‘it is 4 months to the harvest’. That leads to the conclusion above. 
 

 

&       &       & 
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This gives following definitive lines: 
 

I.  27AD, with John starting in the year 19/08/26 to 19/08/27AD: Tiberius’ 15th year after 12AD. 
 

I.  Jesus leaves Galilee around His 30th Birthday: (e.g.) 25 Kislew 26AD (23/12/26) and is baptised at 
  about 6 January 27AD (traditional date for His baptism): 

 

A. He passes Samaria about Pentecost in 27AD – John 4:40, “And He stayed there two more days” 
this may have been Saturday&Sunday 31 May/1 June 27AD, the Sunday=Pentecost. 

or 

  B. He passes Samaria about December 27/January 28, 4 months before the barley or wheat harvest. 
 

OR 

 
II. 28AD, with John starting in the year 19/08/26 to 19/08/27AD, Jesus being baptised e.g. 06/01/28. 
 

II. Jesus leaves Galilee around His 30th Birthday: (e.g.) 25 Kislew 27AD (12/12/27) and is baptised at 

  about 6 January 28AD: 
 

A. He passes Samaria about Pentecost in 28AD – John 4:40, “And He stayed there two more days” 

this may have been Saturday&Sunday 22/23 May 28AD, the Sunday=Pentecost. 
or 

  B. He passes Samaria about December 28/January 29, 4 months before the barley or wheat harvest. 

 

John started in this line in the summer of 27AD, at about his 30th Birthday, still within Tiberius 15th 
year since he became co–regent with Caesar Augustus, from October 12AD or in 26AD as in I. 

 

OR 
 

III. 29AD, with John starting in the year 19/08/28 to 19/08/29AD: Tiberius’ 15th year after 14AD. 
 

III. Jesus leaves Galilee around His 30th Birthday: (e.g.) 25 Kislew 28AD (30/11/28) and is baptised at 
  about 6 January 29AD: 
 

A. He passes Samaria about Pentecost in 29AD – John 4:40, “And He stayed there two more days” 
this may have been Saturday&Sunday 11/12 June 29AD, the Sunday=Pentecost. 

or 

  B. He passes Samaria about December 29/January 30, 4 months before the barley or wheat harvest. 
 

John started in this line after 19 August 28AD, before January 29AD (before Jesus was baptised) 

within Tiberius’ 15th year since Augustus’ death, 19 August 14AD. 
 

 

Assessment 
 

The IIIrd option is unlikely for the following reasons: 

 
Jesus was born before Herod–I died; Herod–I died either at (about 7) Nisan 4BC or (8) Nisan 3BC. Later 

seems impossible.61 But, if Jesus was baptised shortly after His 30th Birthday –Luke 3:23– and this was 

about 25 Kislew (30/11) 28AD, He would have been born at about 25 Kislew (01/12) 3BC. 
 

This is too late. Herod was dead before the Passover in 3BC, 8 months before Hanukah (=25 Kislew). 

 
Therefore, the counting of Tiberius’ 15 years from his sole reign –starting 19/8/14AD– is unlikely; Luke 

used the reckoning from Tiberius’ co–regency from 12AD62; this leads to Jesus’ First Year being either 

[25 Kislew] 26AD to [25 Kislew] 27AD(=I) or [25 Kislew] 27AD to [25 Kislew] 28AD(=II) 

 

 
61 See: “Birth Of Christ - Final Solution - Dating Herod's death.doc” by me. 
62 as is proven from coins made in Antioch, that count Tiberius’ reign from 12AD; Luke was born in Antioch? 



Chronology Of Jesus Ministry-Synopsis-Historical Evidence v14.docx 

17 August 2021   24 of 70 

CONCLUSION 

 

Jesus’ First Year was either in 27AD or 28AD, unlikely is 29AD. 

An even later start of His ministry is historically unlikely due to Jesus’ final year of Birth and impossible 
due to Caesar Tiberius 15th year of reign. 

 

In all lines there is two options (A and B): the spring wheat version or barley/winter wheat version. 
 

&   &   & 

END OF MINISTRY 

 
Jesus’ Last Year of ministry must have been: 

 

1. The Passover in 29AD, or 
2. The Passover in 30AD, or 

3. The Passover in 31AD, or 

4. The Passover in 33AD, or 

5. The Passover in 34AD, or 
6. The Passover in 36AD. 

 

These are the only theoretical possible years with a Passover option on a Thursday or Friday night. 
 

But if we apply the 19-year cycle of intercalation –known by Jewish leadership since the 6th c. BC, when 

they had taken the Babylonian calendar as further basis for their time reckoning–, which I concluded to 
be the undeniable basis of Jewish intercalation from at least the 2nd century BC, than the Passover in 

31AD will have fallen out at Monday/Tuesday night 26/27 March 31AD, and the Passover in 34AD will 

have fallen out at Wednesday/Thursday night 21/22 April 34AD. 

 
Therefore, the 31AD/34AD options are unlikely. 

 

And the 29AD option is too early: from (25 Kislew) 26AD to Passover in 29AD is only 2+ years63. 
And the 36AD option is too late for several reasons, e.g. due to Saint Paul’s personal chronology64. 

 

On the other hand, appliance of the 19-year cycle of intercalation – as shown in this file: 
“Jewish–Julian Calendar in Jesus’ Time.xlsx”, ‘25AD-36AD Jewish-Julian Calendar’ –, 

shows that the Passover in 33AD will have fallen out at the Thursday/Friday-night 2/3 April. 

 

This makes the Passover in 33AD and the Passover in 30AD perfect years for Jesus’ Last Passover.  
 

We shall treat the Passovers 2 to 4 with these considerations in mind. During Jesus’ ministry there were 

certainly 3, and probably 4 Passovers: John 2:13/6:4/12:1 (=3) and Luke 6:1 (=4th). With that, a very 
short chronology with 1 or 2 Passovers is out of the question, for in John’s Gospel there are mentioned 

the 3 Passovers just quoted. 

 

We therefore consider all remaining options with at least 3 and 4 Passovers: 
 

 

 
next page. 

 
63  while the Gospels contain at least 4 Passovers: John 2:13+6:4, Luke 6:1 and the Final Passover (John 12:1). 
64  Gal.1:15 – 2:1. See Conclusion 19, 20 & 21 on page 49 / 51 of this essay. 
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LINES RESULTING 
These are the final lines resulting: 
 

   START JESUS’ PUBLIC MINISTRY DURATION 
Lines First  25 Kislew First Year (A or B)  Last Year Pass- in years 25 Kislew 

resulting Year:  to Baptism “the fields are white”65  14/15 Nisan overs in total: 14/15 Nisan 

I-VIII   Julian ‘SHORT’ CHRONOLOGIES: 3–5 2.4–41/3 in days 

          
I. 27AD A. 23/12/26 Pentecost 27AD to Passover 30AD 4x 3.29 1,200 

  B. ,, December 27AD to Passover 30AD 4x 3.29 1,200 

II. 27AD A. 23/12/26 Pentecost 27AD to Passover 31AD 5x 4.33 1,583 

  B. ,, December 27AD to Passover 31AD 5x 4.33 1,583 

          

III. 28AD A. 12/12/27 Pentecost 28AD to Passover 30AD 3x 2.23 815 

  B. ,, December 28AD to Passover 30AD 3x 2.23 815 

IV. 28AD A. 12/12/27 Pentecost 28AD to Passover 31AD 4x 3.37 1,230 

  B. ,, December 28AD to Passover 31AD 4x 3.37 1,230 

          

V. 29AD A. 30/11/28 Pentecost 29AD to Passover 31AD 3x 2.40 876 

  B. ,, December 29AD to Passover 31AD 3x 2.40 876 

VI. 29AD A. 30/11/28 Pentecost 29AD to Passover 33AD 5x 4.34 1,585 

  B. ,, December 29AD to Passover 33AD 5x 4.34 1,585 

          

VII. 30AD A. 20/12/29 Pentecost 30AD to Passover 33AD 4x 3.29 1,200 

  B.  December 30AD to Passover 33AD 4x 3.29 1,200 

VIII. 30AD A. 20/12/29 Pentecost 30AD to Passover 34AD 5x 4.34 1,585 

  B. ,, December 30AD to Passover 34AD 5x 4.34 1,585 

          

Lines First  25 Kislew First Year (A or B)  Last Year Pass- in years 25 Kislew 

resulting Year:  to Baptism “the fields are white”   overs in total: 14/15 Nisan 

IX-XIII   Julian ‘LONG’ CHRONOLOGIES: 6–8 5.3–71/3 in days 

          
IX. 27AD A. 23/12/26 Pentecost 27AD to Passover 33AD 7x 6.28 2,292 

  B. ,, December 27AD to Passover 33AD 7x 6.28 2,292 

X. 27AD A. 23/12/26 Pentecost 27AD to Passover 34AD 8x 7.33 2,677 

  B. ,, December 27AD to Passover 34AD 8x 7.33 2,677 

          

XI. 28AD A. 12/12/27 Pentecost 28AD to Passover 33AD 6x 5.31 1,938 

  B. ,, December 28AD to Passover 33AD 6x 5.31 1,938 

XII. 28AD A. 12/12/27 Pentecost 28AD to Passover 34AD 7x 6.36 2,323 

  B. ,, December 28AD to Passover 34AD 7x 6.36 2,323 

          

XIII. 29AD A. 30/11/28 Pentecost 29AD to Passover 34AD 6x 5.39 1,969 

  B. ,, December 29AD to Passover 34AD 6x 5.39 1,969 

 
EXPLANATION 
 

A prophetic feature: from 25 Kislew 26AD until 14 Nisan 30AD=1,200 days. 

Equally until 33AD: from 25 Kislew 29AD until 15 Nisan 33AD=1,200 days! 
 

The first option goes until the night of Passover in 30AD: Thursday 14 Nisan/06–04–30AD; 

the second option goes until the Day of Jesus’ death: Friday 15 Nisan/03–04–33AD. 
The first option starts from the day Jesus leaves Galilee at his 30th birthday to be baptised; 

the second option starts from the day Jesus leaves Galilee equally at his 33rd birthday. 

 
65 from John 4:35 : “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you,  

Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” (King James Version) 
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The first contains: 3 years+3 months+14 days Julian/3 years+3 months+19 days Hebrew; 
the second contains: 3 years+3 months+14 days Julian/3 years+3 months+20 days Hebrew, 

or: 3 years+3 months+3 weeks, and in April 33: 3 days (!). Remarkable! 
 

Julian: January/February/March=3 months; +8 +6 days in 30AD; +11 +3 days in 33AD. 

Hebrew: Tebeth/Shebat/Adar=3 months; +5 +15 days in 30AD; +5 +15 days in 33AD. 

 
Paul’s Limit 

Due to Paul’s chronology {=3+14 years until the Council of 49/50AD}, the Last Passover can hardly 

have been after 34AD; in fact, even 34AD is ‘stretching it’. For, only by inclusive reckoning, which 
seems to contradict the original Greek text of Paul’s Letter, the seventeen years after Saul’s conversion 

can be related to his arrival in Jerusalem shortly before the Council of 49/50AD. Therefore, 34AD as 

Last Passover is the upper limit. 

 
From I to XIII, these are the most probable lines: 

   I.  Passover 27AD to Passover 30AD, or, 

  IV. Passover 28AD to Passover 31AD, or, 
  IX. Passover 27AD to Passover 33AD, or, 

  XI. Passover 28AD to Passover 33AD, 
 

of which IX or XI seems to be the only options, due to John 19:12 (next paragraph), 

but this depends on an interpretation of the political situation in Rome. Option I seems most likely. 
 

The 1st year-Passover 27AD agrees with the best efforts to date Jesus’ year of birth with Herod’s year 

of death as Nisan 4BC, although Jesus’ Birth may have been 25 Kislew 5BC (most likely). 
 

The 1st year-Passover 28AD agrees with the best efforts to date Jesus’ year of birth with Herod’s year 

of death as Nisan 3BC, although Jesus’ Birth may have been 25 Kislew 5BC (most likely). 
 

+       +       + 
 

The 33AD-Last Passover & Sejanus’ death 

 

The option Passover 33AD agrees with the best efforts to date Jesus’ year of death in that it takes John 
19:12 in full consideration: ‘And from henceforth Pilate sought to release him. But the Jews cried out, 

saying: “If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar's friend! For whosoever maketh himself a king 

speaketh against Caesar.”’ (John 19:12 DRB) 

 
This remark by the Jews present at that trial before Pontius Pilate, Praefect of Judea at this period, with 

Judea a Roman Province of Syria, makes sense only if it refers to the demise of Sejanus, who had been 

in charge in Rome from about 26 to 31AD, when he factually ruled the empire for Tiberius, who had 
withdrawn to the island of Capri for unclear reasons66. But once a conspiracy was revealed, Tiberius had 

Sejanus captured and killed. This happened at October 18, 31AD and this was followed by a severe 

persecution of all those who had been supporting Sejanus, starting in the Senate. Fear of being counted 
not a Friend of Caesar, but a former friend of Sejanus, was now swaying through the imperial ranks.  

 

The accusation: “You are not a Friend of Caesar” was now a dangerous, life-threatening accusation. 
 

All through 32AD the rage was on; at the Passover in 33 the purge of Sejanus’ friends was still recent 

(this was not the case at the Passovers in 30AD or 31AD..). Those who had been loyal to Sejanus, were 
brought to justice and killed. The remark by the leaders present at Jesus’ trial at Pilate’s Court that day, 

can only be seen as a reference to Sejanus, who had used his longstanding friendship with the emperor 

as a title: ‘amicus Caesaris’, ‘friend of Caesar’. By that title he may have signed his letters, being an 
equestrian by birth (although from a noble family, the equestrians were not from the ruling families 

which usually produced the senators).  

 
66  Tiberius was hesitant in accepting the role of emperor after Augustus had died in 14AD, having once before 

withdrawn, in 6BC to Rhodes, having passed the 2nd most powerful position in the empire. In fact, having 

observed his hesitation to accept the Senate Decree which officially made him emperor, a senator is quoted, 

saying: ‘others are slow in doing what they promised, but he is slow to promise what he is already doing!’ 
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The ‘title of honour’ of ‘amicus Caesaris’ may now have turned against his friends: if you were branded 
‘no friend of Caesar’ after Sejanus’ death, you were about to lose your function as Roman leader and 

probably your life67. 

 
With this we can but conclude, the Trial of Jesus must have taken place after 18/10/31AD, after which 

date Sejanus’ friends were sought, and therefore the Trial was not at the Passover in 30AD or 31AD. 

 
We note also that Pilate was appointed in the year 26AD, in the year Tiberius withdrew to the island of 

Capri, with Sejanus de facto in charge at Rome. Pilate was –or was seen– as an appointee by Sejanus. 

 

Based upon this conclusion the 30AD&31AD chronologies are no longer possible. Jesus must have died 
after 31AD. 

 

This means, since a 32AD Passover match does not exist, it was either the Passover in 33AD or 34AD. 
 

And with 34AD being unlikely, 33AD was most probably the Final Passover of Jesus Christ. 

 

Line IX+XI are left as only serious options. 
 

Jesus became 30 years of age at 25 Kislew 26AD or 27AD; He was baptised early 27AD or 28AD. 

Jesus’ Messianic Mission started at Pentecost 27AD or 28AD and ended at the Passover in 33AD. 

 

Marcel de Ray, 

31 January 2015. 
 

                chs. 02.02/28.09.2015, 29.01.2016, 04.05/08.07/28.11.2018, 04.05/14.05.2019/17.08.2021. 

 

 
67  Kenneth Francis Doig in his “New Testament chronology”a explains Pilate’s relation to the emperor and to  

Sejanus differently, proposing a death of Jesus in 30AD/short chronology. But his reasoning does not explain 

away the accusation by the Jews: ‘if you let Him free, you are NOT a friend of Caesar!” ? 
 

Another approach is to take the opposite position: if you were not a friend of Caesar before Sejanus’ death, 

you would be in great danger, with Sejanus –the ‘friend of Caesar’– persecuting his potential rivals in the 

Roman empire, as he did.  
 

But were these opponents accused of not to be ‘friend of Caesar’? That must be supported by some historical 

sources. I have not found evidence for that proposition. Was Sejanus in a paranoid mood killing potential 
opponents as far as Syria? Was Sejanus perceiving Pilate to be a rival by 30AD, although he had appointed 

him in 26AD? I have not found any proof of these propositions, but this remains a serious alternative. 
 

Contrary to this, we find evidence of a severe persecution of those who had been loyal to Sejanus after his 

removal. This persecution started in October 31AD and easily lasted 1½ year (until the time of the possible 

trial of Jesus April 3, 33AD). This makes perfect sense of John’s note of the accusation made to Pilate: 
 

“if you do not (as we demand), you are not a friend of Caesar”…, (and we may turn you in..)  John 19:12. 
 

In fact: since Sejanus was himself not Caesar and the accusation concerns Pilate’s attitude towards Tiberius, 

who was the Roman Caesar at the time of the trial, the accusation seems not convincing in the period 26-31AD; 

but the accusation could have meant: if you are not a friend of the friend of Caesar, meaning: no longer a friend 

of Sejanus… So, it can either reconciled with the phase after Sejanus’ removal or at the height of his power… 
 

a Kenneth F. Doig' New Testament Chronology, (Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 1990), 401 pages, found here: 

http://www.nowoezone.com/NT_Chronology.htm (2019). 
b Kenneth Doig’s interesting New Testament Chronology gives a lot of worthwhile information on the subject. But I must  

point out several positions he has taken that seems to be incorrect: 
 

1. his arguments to dismiss a 33AD crucifixion date are weak [relation Sejanus-Pilate, he almost certainly was a Sejanus’ 
appointee; terror for Sejanus’ friends certainly still alive in 33AD at the Passover, danger for Pilate very real; troops in 
Syria not under Pilate’s control (he did not command those); emblems were more likely Tiberius’, not Augustus and putting 
them up again in the Temple would have outraged the Jews, again; eclipse of April 3, 33AD: may have been a more serious 
candidate than he suggests, depending on more accurate astronomical data [although this is not essential in support of 33]. 
 

2. he chooses a sunrise calendar to solve certain chronological issues, but there is need for that to solve those issues and no 
historical support for the official use of a sunrise calendar in Jesus’ age at the Temple in Jerusalem or Judea; on the contrary, 

all elements point towards a sunset calendar, as has always been the Jewish calendar since Moses.           MR/04.05.2019. 

http://www.nowoezone.com/NT_Chronology.htm
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The 30AD-Last Passover & Sejanus’ death 

 

Since the above analysis of John 19:12 & Sejanus’ death leads to a final Passover in 33AD, and at the 

same time there are very strong indicators for a final Passover in 30AD, there remains a chronological 
conflict: Was it 33AD or was it 30AD? 

 

This short survey is to find a definitive answer to this old question. 
 

The indicators for a 30AD last Passover of Jesus are indeed very strong: 

 

1. The Gospel of John, compared with the three other Gospels, name 4 Passovers during Christ’s Public 
Mission, not more. And 4 Passovers allows for a public Mission of 3+ years: PO1–PO2=year 1, 

PO2–PO3=year 2, PO3–PO4=year 3 with PO4=last Passover. The period before PO1 is the remain-

ing part. 
 

2. This 3+ years public Mission agrees very easily with Daniel’s prophecy about the Messiah (generally 

  understood as 3½ years, but Daniel said: “half a week” – of seven years, which is within the 4th year). 

 
3. The Talmud has a reference, saying: “The Temple Veil was thorn in two pieces, forty years before 

the destruction of the Temple.” 

 
With the Temple destroyed by a Roman army in August 70AD, the year the Temple Veil was torn = 

70AD minus 40 years = 30AD! 

 
This, of course, is a very strong argument for a 30AD final Passover. 

I have tried to accommodate this statement to agree with a 33AD Passover, by explaining the 40 

years remark as ‘a generation’ key – as was done in early biblical writings, as in Joshua & Judges a 

few times. But, I must admit, this sounds a little artificial; 33AD precedes 70AD by 37 years, not by 
40 years. And would the writer of this Talmud statement not have known the precise year that Veil 

was torn? Certainly, Temple priests kept diligently note of everything; they would have registered 

the date this occurrence happened surely; it was a very exceptional event; it was dramatic in that the 
Veil covered the Inner Sanctuary, where many were not allowed to enter, or see into. 

 

All in all it is hard to believe the writer of this Talmud info would not have had at his disposal the 
true date of the Temple Veil being torn into two, and would have roughly guessed by the use of the 

famous Jewish ‘generation key’ of 40 years. 

 

The year 31AD could well have been indicated, as the 40th year before 70AD – by inclusive reckon-
ing – but that year does not agree with a Thursday night Passover. 

 

And the other side of this historical testimony – in full agreement with each other – are the Gospels. 
The Gospel account & the Talmud account are the two sources we have that both describe this same 

historical event, they must comply, they agree about a one–time event that therefore must have hap-

pened at the same date: Good Friday, when Jesus died at a cross on a hill called Calvary and Golgotha 

near Jerusalem. It was the Year 30AD. 
 

This conclusion asks for a reset of the Sejanus story, here follows an attempt to do so: 

 
The 30AD-Last Passover & Sejanus’ death 

 

Roman historians agree in general that Sejanus was at the height of his power in Rome in the years 
30AD & 31AD. When Tiberius was informed about a coup d’état Sejanus was secretly preparing, he 

began to undermine Sejanus’ influence over the Senate by writing two–edged letters about him that 

were read on the Senate floor. Slowly he brought this attempted coup to an end, replaced him as the 

leader of the Pretorian Guard, and had him killed after another long letter in the Senate, on 18 October 
31AD. 

 

How did it come to this? 
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Sejanus rise to power 

 

Sejanus was a long-time friend of Caesar Tiberius, whose life he once saved when a cave on the Isle 

of Capri threatened to collapse onto Tiberius, and had therefore gained ever more power in the City 
of Rome. 

 

In 26AD Tiberius moved from Rome to the Isle of Capri, having enough of the political affairs of 
the State, and possibly for other reasons as well. Roman historians are divided in their report on his 

reign as it concerns his motives for certain decisions he undertook. 

 

In 26AD Pilate was appointed governor of Judea. He may have been appointed by the influence of 
Sejanus, as a knight’s friend, but this is not certain. He may as well have been one of the last appoin-

tees of Caesar Tiberius, before his retreat to Capri. 

 
In any case, by 30AD Sejanus was purging the ranks of the Senate and competing adversaries, even 

having poisoned members of the family of high-ranking colleagues of Tiberius, possible future suc-

cessors of Tiberius as Emperor, and therefore he had become to be seen as a dangerous man. If he 

saw you as a threat to his rise to power –and his obvious desire to become the next Emperor through 
intrigues, killings, and when the time was ripe: through a coup d’état– you were no longer certain of 

your position, even not of your life. Pilate certainly would have known this during Jesus’ trial. 

 
Sejanus was not of the kind of family that provided in those days Senators and possible heirs to the 

throne of emperor: he was of the equestrian –knights– class. So was Pilate. He must have known 

Sejanus well, and probably also about his devious and dangerous character. Pilate may have consid-
ered him a political friend at the beginning of his career, but also aware of his ambitions and methods. 

In fact, the early years of Pilate in Judea shows a similar contempt of the Jews and a very harsh way 

of dealing with them and especially with the Jewish religion. But he was not ‘pushing through at all 

costs’, for when they resisted him he tended to compromise, although never after humiliating them 
by some means. As in the killing of the uprise in the Temple against his use of Temple funds. 

 

This was the scene around Jesus’ Trial in 30AD. Therefore, the reference by the leading Temple 
priests to ‘You are not a Friend of Caesar’, may well be a reference to the reign of terror, that had 

meanwhile settled itself in Rome and was understood very likely by those in leading positions 

throughout the Roman Empire; there had been several recalls, and unjust processes of other leaders 
in the Empire – considered by Sejanus obstacles to his ambition to take over after Tiberius had died. 

He certainly was capable of poisoning Tiberius as he had done with other members of the emperor’s 

family… 

 
All in all, a reference to Sejanus –the “Friend of Caesar”, the Amicus Caesaris” as he signed his 

official letters– telling Pilate that if he did not agree with their desire to kill Jesus, was possibly very 

dangerous for Pilate.  
 

So, the reasoning for Pilate being in a compromised position after Sejanus’ death, under threat of 

Tiberius purge of Sejanus’ friends in 32AD and 33AD, can also be used in a different manner for 

Pilate being in a compromised position before Sejanus’ death, under threat of Sejanus purge of Se-

janus’ opponents in 30AD and 31AD. 

 

One could conclude, John 19:12 and its setting, does not provide enough information to settle this 

question in one way or the other way, just based upon this Text alone. 

 

It is entirely possible, the Temple leaders were making a reference to a living Sejanus, having become 

a threat to Pilate’s position and life, instead of making a reference to a dead Sejanus. 

 

 

Marcel de Ray, 16 August 2021. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF JESUS’ MINISTRY:   Final Conclusion. 
 

HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS TO THE PUBLIC MISSIONS OF JOHN & JESUS 

 
JOHN’S START OF MINISTRY 

1: 

68Since Luke names Pontius Pilate , and Pilate was Prefect of Judea starting in 26AD69, 

and John, son of Zacharias, started his baptismal ministry “Pilate being governor of Judea”, 

John’s first year of baptismal ministry70 cannot have preceded 26AD. 

 
2: 

Since Philip, brother of Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of Iturea&Trachonitis66, died in 34AD, 

John the Baptist cannot have started his ministry after 34AD. 
 
3: 

SinceJohn the Baptist  started his baptismal ministry in the 15th year of Tiberius66, 

who started his reign as Roman Emperor in coregency with Caesar August in the year 12AD71, 

John’s first year of baptismal ministry started in the year August 19, 26AD72 to August 18, 27AD; 

 
4: or, 

sinceCaesar Tiberius  started as sole emperor in 14AD73, 

John’s first year of baptismal ministry started in the year August 19, 28AD to August 18, 29AD74. 

 
JESUS’ START OF MINISTRY 

5: 

SinceJesus Christ  started His public ministry after John started, who prepared the way for Jesus, 

Jesus’ public ministry cannot have started before August 19, 26AD{3:}. 

 
JESUS’ YEAR OF BIRTH  

6: 

SinceJesus  was baptised by John being “thirty years of age”75 and started after August 18, 26AD{5:} 

He was not born before (about) 19 August, 05BC(A.J.1), 

 
7: and, 

sinceJesus  was baptised by John being “thirty years of age”73 and started before August 19, 29AD{4:} 

He was not born after (about) 18 August, 02BC(A.J.1), 

 
68  = Luke 3:1-3. Luke names: ‘In the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar (12/14AD-37AD),  

Pontius Pilate (26-36AD) governing Judea, and Herod (Antipas, 4BC-39AD) ruling as tetrarch of Galilee, 

and his brother Philip (4BC-34AD) ruling as tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruling as te-

trarch of Abilene (-37AD), upon the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas (18-36AD), the Word of God 

came on John, the son of Zacharias, in the desert. And he came into the neighbourhood of the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for remission of sins’. Pilate left office before the Passover of 37AD. 

69  In 26AD Pilate replaced Valerius Gratus [1526], governing Judea 10 years [2636] (Ant.XVIII 2.2+4.2). 
70  I make a distinction between John as "dessert dweller" and his "baptismal ministry"; reasons: pp.33-36, V. 
71  The Roman Senate appointed Tiberius to be Augustus’ co-princeps by a decree dated 23 October 12AD. 

See for example Tiberius timeline.htm, note 160 ‘Holzmeister, Chronologia vitae Christi, 66’. 

72  For, the regnal years of Tiberius started from the day Caesar Augustus died: August 19, 14AD; 
73  Dated Augustus 19, 14AD=the day Augustus died (less common: September 17, 14AD, Senate decision). 
74  These are the only 2 options for John’s first year: 12AD=1st

26AD=>15th, or 14AD=1st
28AD=>15th. 

75  “And Jesus Himself was beginning to be about thirty years old” Luke 3:23 (LITV). Details on pp.32-36. 

file:///D:/01-BC/1b-NT%20extra/9-Roma/Tiberius%20timeline.htm
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8: but, 

sinceJesus  was born while Herod was still alive76, and Herod died early Nisan 4BC, or maybe 3BC77+95, 

Jesus was born before Nisan 4BC, or, at the latest, before Nisan 3BC (<21/03/03BCprol.=A.J.78). 

 
9: 

SinceJesus  was 30 years of age at His Baptism73, and born before Nisan 3BC{8:}, He was baptised  

before Nisan 28AD (<15/03/28AD-jul.79); (and therefore option 4: is too late, only 3: is possible){3:}, 

 
10: therefore,  

sinceJesus  was born before Nisan 3BC{8:}(<21/03/03BC, A.J.76), and not before August 05BC{6:}, 

with the Magi informing Herod about the date of His Birth80, Herod killing boys up to 2 years old81, 

Jesus was probably more than 1 and less than 2 years old at their arrival; the upper limit for Herod’s  

death being Nisan 3BC82, and Jesus being over 1 year of age, Jesus must have been born before Nisan 

4BC, concluding Jesus was born in the precise timeframe of (19) August 5BC (4) April 4BC.  

 
DATING THE FIRST PASSOVER 

11: 

SinceJesus  was present at a Jewish Passover in Jerusalem, where His Jewish listeners stated: 

“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?”83 and 

Herod started the Temple construction in his 18th year [=Nisan/Tishri 20-19BC (1st=37-36BC)]84, 

that Passover –when 46 years had passed– can only have been the Passover in 27AD or 28AD85; 

or, if the work was started with 1 Nisan 19BC passed, ‘in extremis’ the Passover in 29AD; there- 

fore Jesus’ first Passover (John 2:13+20) was either the Passover of 27AD, 28AD or 29AD86. 

 
12:  but, 

  sinceJesus  was baptised before Nisan 28AD{9:}, His visit to the Temple mentioned in John 2:13, 

 following His Baptism, was not at the Passover in 29AD, but at the Passover in 27 or 28AD{11:}. 
 

 
76  = Matthew 2:1, 2:22. (Archelaus was a son of Herod_I) Herod_I: 40&37BC–37&34y=4BCi/3BC, Josephus. 
77  see: “Birth Of Christ - Priestly Order - Dating Herod's death.pdf” – pp.8-31 for a detailed analysis. 
78  see: “JEWISH ROMAN JULIAN CALENDAR IN JESUS' TIME, Alex.v20, … .xlsx”  ‘13BC-08AD Jewish-Jul.Cal.’. 
79  see: “JEWISH ROMAN JULIAN CALENDAR IN JESUS' TIME, Alex.v20, … .xlsx”  ‘25AD-36AD Jewish-Jul.Cal.’. 
80  = Matthew 2:7. 
81  = Matthew 2:16. 
82  with the Magi arriving at Jerusalem within the timeframe August 4BCMarch 3BC (Jesus over 1 year of age). 

One must also take into account the fact, Herod’s general state of being in his last month(s) as described by 

Josephus in his Antiquities of the Jews, Book XVII, chs.6–8, makes it highly unlikely he received the Magi in 

his very last period; Matthew 2:1-12 portrays a rational –although evil– king, still acting with counsel; on the 

other hand, verses 16-18 (‘Herod was greatly enraged’) does fit Josephus’ description: ‘the king was in a wild 

rage against them all, the innocent as well as those that …’, Ant. XVII.6.5. 
83  = John 2:20 [transl.: English Majority Text Version, via e–sword.net]. 
84  “Herod, in the 18th year of his reign, undertook a very great work, to build of himself the temple of God.” 

Herod&Sossius conquered Jerusalem at the Fast Day (Yom Kippur, 10 Tishri 37BC); 1st year, Ti37-36BC. 

[Ant.XIV.16 / XV:11.1; for example http://sacred-texts.com/jud/josephus/ant-15.htm]. 
85  19BC+46 years=28AD, meaning at the Passover 28AD a full 46 years had passed. But in Jewish inclusive 

reckoning, it was more likely the Passover of 27AD, if that Passover passed within the 46th year ( year 0). 

with Jehoiarib’s Mishmar serving at 1 Tishri 19BC, the project may have started in 20BC=Passover 27AD; 

see my study “Priests Orders Jerusalem Temple 961BC-70AD.xlsx”, =7b, +pdf, at https://bible33.com. 
86  Some calculate the 46th year from 17(15)BC, when the Tabernacle would have been built, resulting in  

John 2:20 = AD30(32). But the construction of the Temple started in Herod’s 18th year=20/19BC and had 

lasted 46 years, not 1,5 (=time spent on the Tabernacle; probably Nisan 19Tishri 18BC); but if Herod’s 18th 

year was from Tishri 20BC and the work started between Nisan–Tishri 19BC, with the Tabernacle built from 

Nisan 18BC till Tishri 17BC, the 46 years may be counted from Nisan 18BC until Passover in 29AD (latest). 

http://sacred-texts.com/jud/josephus/ant-15.htm
https://bible33.com/
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DATING THE LAST PASSOVER – 30AD OR 31AD 

 
13: 

Since Pilate  left Judea before the Passover of 37AD87 and presided over Jesus’ Trial as 

Roman Praefect and Judge88,  Jesus’ last year cannot have surpassed the Passover in 36AD. 

 
14:  and,  

sinceCaiaphas  exercised the Office of High Priest66, with Annas66+89, and Caiaphas was in office  

from 18AD until 36AD90, again: Jesus’ last year cannot have surpassed the Passover in 36AD. 

 
15: 

SinceJesus  celebrated the Jewish Passover Thursday evening, for He was crucified on a Friday91, 

the Jewish Passover that year fell out at Thursday night (Thursday: 14 Nisan, Friday: 15 Nisan)89+77. 

In the years of Jesus’ public mission, the years which may have had such a Passover date were: 

30AD, 31AD, 33AD, 34AD & 36AD.92 

 
16: & 

Since  at Jesus’ Trial, the chief priests and their servants accused Pilate: “if thou release this Man,  

thou art not Caesar’s friend”93, and this expression could have referred to those being persecuted by   

Sejanus, who from 26AD until 31AD de facto reigned in Rome as prime minister of Caesar Tiberius –

who lived a secluded life at the Island of Capri– and signed his decisions with “Amicus Caesaris”, 

“Friend of Caesar”, Jesus’ last Passover would have been prior to the Passover of 32AD. 

 
17: & 

since  30AD & 31AD were before the death of Sejanus, due to John 19:12, 

the Passovers in 30AD & 31AD are possible as Jesus’ final Passover; 

 
18: &, 

since the Talmud states: “the Temple Veil was torn 40 years before the destruction of the Temple”, and 

the Temple was destroyed in 70AD, the Passover in 30AD may be Jesus’ Passover, if it meant a precise  
 

period of 40 years, for 70AD minus 40 years = 30AD. 

 
19: ¿ or: 

since  in inclusive reckoning the Talmud statement could mean ‘in the 40th year’,  

the Passover in 31AD may be Jesus’ Passover, for the 40th year before 70AD = 31AD. 

 
  

 
87  Source: Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, ch.4 (http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html) 
88  = Matthew 27:1-2,11-26, Mark 15:1-5, Luke 23:1-3, John 18:28-33. 
89  = Luke 3:2, John 18:13, Acts 4:6. 
90  see: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_High_Priests_of_Israel 

or: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liste_der_jüdischen_Hohenpriester_in_herodianischer_Zeit (with origins). 
91  = Matthew 26:17John 19:31 (preparation day=Friday)John 20:1 (first day of the week=Sunday). 
92  See Tables page 9&10 above. 
93  = John 19:12. 

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_High_Priests_of_Israel
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liste_der_jüdischen_Hohenpriester_in_herodianischer_Zeit
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DATING THE LAST PASSOVER – 33AD 

 
20: 

Since  at Jesus’ Trial, the chief priests and their servants accused Pilate, “if you release this Man,  

you are not Caesar’s friend” 94, and this expression referred to those being persecuted by Tiberius,  

the Caesar, after the condemnation of Sejanus, and Sejanus had been executed October 18, 31AD,  

Jesus’ last Passover cannot have been prior to the Passover of 32AD, 

 
21: therefore, 

since  30AD & 31AD preceded the death of Sejanus, due to John 19:12, 

the Passovers in 30AD&31AD are excluded as Jesus’ final Passover. 

 
22: 

Since  34AD & 36AD do not produce a Thursday/Friday Passover, if the 19-year cycle was applied.77+95 

and first&second century sources clearly imply the 19-year cycle was applied96, 

the Passovers in 34AD & 36AD are to be excluded, 

 
23: but, 

if  in 34AD the Passover was at Thursday/Friday 14/15 Nisan77, and therefore the Jewish leap day of  

30 Cheshvan was inserted in 33AD77, the Passover night would be the night after the full moon, which 

was at Thursday 22 April 34AD at 09.30h. The Passover night would be 1 day late97. 

 
24: and, 

if  in 36AD the Passover was at Thursday/Friday 14/15 Nisan77, and therefore the Jewish leap day of  

30 Cheshvan was not inserted in 35AD77, the Passover night would precede the Full Moon, which was 

 at Friday 30 March 36AD77 at 16h. The Passover night would be 1 day early. This is similar to 33AD, 

 and possible, but in 37AD & 38AD77 the Passover would have been 1 day early as well and therefore 

this early dating of Passover in 36AD is unlikely; it contradicts the intent of the 19-year cycle98. 

 
25: and, 

since  34AD & 36AD do not allow the 17 years99 of Paul’s chronology until the Council in 49/50AD, and 

if  this count was non-inclusive, the Passovers in 34AD & 36AD are excluded as Jesus’ final Passover; 

 
94  = John 19:12. 
95  14/15 Nisan in 34AD: Wed./Thu. 21-22/04 or Tue./Wed. 23-24/03. In 36AD: Fri./Sat. 30-31/03. 
96  ‘Shmuel sought the respect from Rabbi Yochanon that Rabbi Yochanon had given to Rav. So Shmuel sends  

to Rabbi Yochanon sixty years of calendar calculations. That Shmuel can calculate the Hebrew Calendar, 

the Calendrical Court must be basing their decisions on the same calculation.’ [Rabbi Shmuel born 165AD] 

Source: to be found at http://www.sodhaibur.com/shmuel-of-nehardea.html. 
 

And:“I have received a tradition from the house of my father’s father: The rebirth of the moon is not less 

than 29 and a half days and 793 parts.” This length of the month is the basis of the calculated Jewish year.  

‘My father’s father’: he cites his grandfather Gamaliel I, Sanhedrin member in Jesus’ day (Acts 5:34+22:3). 

Source: http://www.sodhaibur.com/rabban-gamliel.html. Statement by Gamaliel II [about 120AD]. 
 

97  If in 32AD, 30 Cheshvan was not inserted, the Passover in 34AD and 36AD would fall out a day early. 

  Therefore, it made more sense to insert 30 Cheshvan in 32, not 33AD, for it had to be done eventually. 
98  The Jewish Cycle was designed so that Passover would fall out at the night of the Full Moon in the 1st month, 

with Passover night following the spring equinox (the latter was not always the case). 
99  See his own letter to the Galatians 1:132:10 for the entire report by the apostle Paul. 

http://www.sodhaibur.com/shmuel-of-nehardea.html
http://www.sodhaibur.com/rabban-gamliel.html


Chronology Of Jesus Ministry-Synopsis-Historical Evidence v14.docx 

17 August 2021   34 of 70 

 
26: but, 

if Paul’s  14+3 years96 are inclusive, the Passovers in 34AD & 36AD are not excluded as Jesus’ final  

Passover, for 14 years96 before 50AD is 37ADincl., and 14 years before 49AD is 36ADincl.; 

 
27: but, 

Since  the original Greek text of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians does not permit such an interpretation96, 

and  Paul’s 14+3 years are therefore to be considered as a sequence of a 17 years in total, we cannot but 

conclude: the Passover of both 34AD & 36AD are to be excluded as Jesus’ final Passover; 

 
28: therefore, 

Since  33AD is after the death of Sejanus, allows for 17 years in Paul’s chronology, and agrees with 

the Thursday Passover night in the 19-year cycle, the Passover in 33AD may be Jesus’ final Passover. 

 

+       +       + 

 

Here after follows a summary of the above in a table. 

 

Marcel de Ray, August 15, 2021. 
 

chs.: 04.02/28.02/07.04/15.11.2016/02.12.2017/01.11/27.11/30.11.2018/21.01/24.01/14.05/05.07/26.07.2019/06.01/15.12.2020/15.08.2021. 
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Summary Chronology of Jesus’ Life 
 
Nº Argument: Reason: Date: Refs. 

     

1 John started baptising In 26AD Pilate appointed   

 after 25AD Roman governor of Judea.67 26AD–36A Lk.3:1. 

  (Praefectus)   

 and:    

2 John started  Philip, son of Herod-I,   

 before 35AD died in 34AD. 04BC–34AD Lk.3:1. 

     

 and:    

3 John started in: Tiberius Caesar’s 15th year   

 19/8/26–18/8/27 of reign (co-regency). 19/8/26AD Lk.3:1. 

  [start: October 12AD]   

 or:    

4 John started in: Tiberius Caesar’s 15th year   

 19/8/28–18/8/29 of reign (sole reign). 19/8/28AD Lk.3:1. 

  [start: 19/8 or 23/9/14AD]   

     

5 Jesus started after Jesus started after the forerunner   

 18/8/26AD John Baptist, who started in the   

  15th year of Tiberius.{3} 19/8/26AD Lk.3:1. 

     

6 Jesus was not born  Jesus was 30 at baptism,  Lk.3:1& 

 before August 5BC which cannot have taken  Lk.3:23. 

  place before 19/8/26AD, 19/8/05BC  

  start of Tiberius 15th year.{3} (Alex.Jul.).  

 and:    

7 Jesus was not born  Jesus was 30 at baptism,  Lk.3:1& 

 after August 2BC which cannot have taken <19/8/02BC Lk.3:23. 

  place after 18/8/29AD.{4} (Alex.Jul.).  

 and:    

8 Jesus was born Jesus was born, Herod alive,  Mt.2:1& 

 before Nisan 3BC who died near 8 Nisan 4BC,  Mt.2:22. 

  or 8 Nisan 3BC at the latest.   

  Jesus was born approximately {19/8/5BC 25.12.05= 

  between these two dates: 25/3/3BC}100 <5-4BC> 

   (Alex.Jul.).  

 and:    

9 Jesus was baptised Jesus was born before Nisan <Nisan 03BC Mt.3:13-17 

 before Nisan 28AD 3BC & 30 years at baptism. <Nisan 28AD Lk.3:21-23 

     

     

 
100  Explaining this date: 7–8 Nisan is based upon Josephus’ remark, that Archelaus, oldest son of Herod I at 

this  

time, mourned the death of his father for seven days, and appeared the last day of that mourning period in the  
Temple at the Feast of Passover; the Festival Day of Passover is 15 Nisan. 
 

If it was in 4BC, Herod may have been buried Thursday April 5, at 8 Nisan, one week before the 15th. 

If it was in 3BC, Herod may have been buried Monday March 25, the day after the sabbath, at 8 Nisan. 
 

Another remark: these Roman dates are based upon the proleptic Julian Calendar which differed 2 days from 

the historic Julian Calendar at that time – see my “LeapDayError Julian Calendar 45BC-8AD.doc” MR. 
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Nº Argument: Reason: Date: Refs. 
     

 and:    

10 Jesus was born in Herod ordered the killing of  {19/8/5BC 25.12.05= 

 after August 5BC boys up to two years;  01/4/4BC}101 <1-4BC> 

 and before April 4BC at arrival Magi, Jesus was (Alex.Jul.).  

  probably one+ year of age.   

     

 and:    

11 Jesus was present His First Passover in public PO27, 28 or 29  

 at Passover 27AD, ministry was at ’46 years of shortly after  

 28AD or 29AD. Temple building’. His Baptism. Jn.2:20. 

     

 but:    

12 Jesus First Public Passover Jesus was baptised before PO27 or PO28 Jn.2:13. 

 was not 29AD. the Passover in 28AD {9} <PO28AD.  

     

     

13 Jesus’ Final Passover  Pilate left office late 36  Matt. 27:1-2+11-26 (esp. v.19),  

 cannot have surpassed 36AD or early 37AD (he was  Mark 15:1-5, Luke 23:1-3, 

  not present at PO37AD). <PO37AD John 18:28-33. 

 again:   Josephus, Ant.18:1–285 

14 Jesus’ Final Passover can Caiaphas was ousted as   

 not have surpassed 36AD High Priest during 36AD. <PO37AD Josephus, Ant.18:33–35+95–9785 

     

 and:    

15 Jesus’ Passover fell out Jewish Passover 14 Nisan PO30AD,  

 at a Thursday night; this occurs at different week PO31AD,  

 occurred in AD30, 31, days; a Thursday Passover PO33AD,  

 33, 34&36, potentially. is limited to certain years. PO34AD,  

   PO36AD.  

 and:    

16 Jesus’ Final Passover can At his Trial, the priests may  John 19:12 

 not have been after the have reminded Pilate about   

 Passover of 31AD his friend Sejanus, who has <18 Oct.31AD “Sejanus and Jesus’ 

  killed many opponents argu-      date of death.doc”. (©MR) 

  ing they were not –like him–   

  amici Caesaris, a friend of    

  Caesar (opposite argument   

  is found from 20 onwards).   

     

17 Passovers in 30AD&31AD If John 19:12 refers to the PO30AD  

 precede † Sejanus, and are opponents of Sejanus, whom PO31AD  

 therefore possibly Jesus’ he killed, it must have hap-   

 last Passover. ned before Sejanus †.   

     

18 Passover 30AD = 40 years Talmud reference: 40 years 70AD minus 40  

 before 70AD (Talmud ref.) before destruction Temple years = 30AD.  

  Temple Veil tore in 2 pieces.   

19 Passover 31AD = 40th year  40th year before  

 
101 Explaining this date: if Herod died near 8 Nisan in 03BC, and Jesus was between 1–2 years old at the arrival 

of ‘the wise men from the East’, Jesus cannot have been born after 01/04/04BC for He then would have been 

under 1 year old at Herod’s death…; therefore Jesus must have been born before 01/04/04BC. MR. 
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 before 70AD (Talmud ref.) If inclusive count=40th year. 70AD = 31AD.  

Nº Argument: Reason: Date: Refs. 
     

 OR:    

20 Jesus’ Final Passover can At his Trial, the priests  John 19:12 

 not have been before the reminded Pilate indirectly   

 Passover of 32AD of the death of Sejanus,  “Sejanus and Jesus’ 

  killed October 18, 31AD. >Oct.31AD     date of death.doc”. (©MR) 

     

21 Jesus’ Passover was not Jesus’ Passover was not   

 in 30AD or 31AD. in 30AD or 31AD due to not PO30AD  

  Jn.19:12+Sejanus’ death. not PO31AD. John 19:12 

 and:    

22 If 19-year cycle is applied, Since 1st century sources  see: 

 34AD&36AD do not have imply the use of the 19-year  JEWISH-ROMAN JULIAN CALENDAR  

 a Thursday/Friday Passover. cycle, the PO in 34&36AD PO34&36AD IN JESUS' TIME -Alex.v09-2016.xlsx” 

  are to be excluded. not available. >’25AD-36AD JewishJulian.AD15=Yr1’ 

    (©MR) 

 but:    

23 Insertion of 30 Mareshvan in Leap day in 33AD causes  see: 

 33AD would bring 14 Nisan a Thursday/Friday Passover PO34AD “JEWISH-ROMAN JULIAN CALENDAR  

 falling out at Thursday 21/04 at 21/22 April 34AD. still possible. IN JESUS' TIME -Alex.v09-2016.xlsx” 

 and 15 Nisan Friday 22/04/34.   >’25AD-36AD JewishJulian.AD15=Yr1’ 

     

 and:    

24 Omission of 30 Mareshvan in Omission of leap day in 35  see: 

 35AD would bring 14 Nisan causes a Thu./Fri. Passover PO36AD “JEWISH-ROMAN JULIAN CALENDAR  

 falling out at Thursday 29/03 at 29/30 March 36AD. still possible. IN JESUS' TIME -Alex.v09-2016.xlsx” 

 and 15 Nisan Friday 30/03/36.   >’25AD-36AD JewishJulian.AD15=Yr1’ 

     

 but:    

25 Jesus’ Passover was not Jesus’ Passover was not  "49-50AD -/- 14+3 yrs=32-33AD" 

 in 34AD & 36AD. in 34AD or 36AD due to not PO34AD  

  Saint Paul’s chronology. not PO36AD. Gal.1:132:10. 

 but:    

26 Passovers of 34AD&36AD If Paul’s 14+3 years were PO34&36AD  

 are not excluded? counted as 14 yrs. in total. still possible? Gal.1:132:10. 

     

 but:    

27 Passovers of 34AD&36AD Paul’s Greek text does not PO34&36AD  

 are excluded. permit ‘inclusive’ option. not possible. Gal.1:132:10. 

     

 therefore:    

28 Jesus’ Passover was in 33AD Jesus’ Passover was in 33AD FINAL  

 with 14 Nisan at Thu.02/04/33 due to John 19:12=”Sejanus” Passover: John 19:12 

 &15 Nisan at Fri.03/04/33AD. and Saint Paul’s chronology. PO33AD! Gal.1:132:10. 

     
 

Table II.  Chronology of Jesus’ Public Ministry – extended table. 
 

 
Marcel de Ray, finished 15 August 2021. 

 
  chs.17/09/17, 27/11/18, 30/11/18, 24/01/19, 22/01/2020, 15/08/2021. 
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EPILOGUE on the 33AD Passover 

 

Many will find one conclusion of these chronological studies not easy to accept: 

the conclusion that Jesus’ public mission may have taken from 25 Kislew 26AD, 
until 15 Nisan 33AD, being from 23 December 26AD until Friday 3 April 33AD, 

or 6 Julian years, 3 months and 12 days (6 Hebrew years, 4 months and 21 days). 

 
A way around this Long Chronology is to deduce that Jesus did not start His Mission at exactly 30 years 

of age; we would need to explain Luke 3:23 like: Jesus was somewhere beyond thirty years of age, for 

example thirty-three years of age. If we would allow such a translation, we would find that: 

 
1)  Jesus was born at 25 Kislew 05BC; 

2)  He would have started His Ministry, not at 25 Kislew 26AD at the age of 30, but e.g. at 25 Kislew  

  29AD, aged 33; 
3)  thus His Mission lasted 3+ years: a few days in 29AD + 30AD, 31AD, 32AD until Passover 33AD. 

 

That would still acknowledge His date of Birth –before Herod_I died– and His date of Death –after 

Sejanus died at Rome– : at the Passover in 33AD, and agree with an interpretation of Daniel's prophecy. 
 

But there are some problems connected to this explanation: 

 
I.  Luke 3:23 seems not to allow such a translation. In the Greek New Testament, it says: 

 
Καὶ αὐτὸς ἦν ᾿Ιησοῦς ὡσεὶ ἐτῶν τριάκοντα ἀρχόμενος, ὢν, ὡς ἐνομίζετο, υἱός, ᾿Ιωσήφ, τοῦ ῾Ηλί 
 

in which the words: IησουςG2424 ωσειG5616 ετωνG2094 τριακονταG5144 αρχομενοςG756 [Strong’s numbers] 

            Jesus      about     years     thirty        to begin 
 

mean: “Jesus, beginning to be about thirty years”. 

 
The word archomenos/αρχομενος makes it difficult to see what else Luke, the author of this Gospel, 

could have intended than to state “that Jesus had become or would become 30 years of age, shortly”, 

although the addition of about/ωσει maybe leaves some room for discussion, but this adverb may also 
be translated (He) had been/ωσει, saying Jesus was baptised shortly after He had become 30. Although 

Luke about always uses ωσει before numerals, in the sense of ‘about’ (1:56/9:14/9:28/22:41/23:44). 

 

So, all in all it is difficult to see how to reason that Luke 3:23 leaves room to say that Jesus was 3 years 
older than 30 years of age, at the start of His public Mission, one could reason +/– a year is possible. 

 
II. A start of His Ministry at the second half of 29AD –e.g. with a baptism at 6 January 30AD–, 

is in conflict with Luke 4:16-30 & Matthew 13:53-58, where Jesus enters His hometown and 

starts a Sermon at the Beginning of a Jubilee Year.  
 

Why is this in conflict? 
 

The reason the 29AD-33AD chronology creates a conflict between the dating of Luke 3:23 and 4:16-21 

is simple: the historical Jubilee Year at that age ran from Tishri 28AD until Tishri 29AD (the dating of 
Sabbath Years in the first century B.C. until the Fall of the Jerusalem Temple in the first century A.D. 

is well established; the Jubilee Year of 28AD-29AD follows from my humble chronological studies102). 

 
To combine a late start of Jesus’ Ministry with this dating, you need to see the Sermon in the Synagogue 

at Nazareth at the closing of this Jubilee Year, instead of at the opening… this seems unlikely by content. 

 
  

 
102  See: Sabbath&Jubilee Years - why Tishri, not Nisan - w 33AD - v2019.pdf and my list of historical sabbath and 

  jubilee cycles in the history of Israel: Sabbath&Jubilee Years Israel 1629BC-1589BC-37BC-28AD-69AD v7.xlsx 
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III. The start of His Ministry in 29AD falls very late in regard to the 46
th

 year of Temple building 

of John 2:20, a project started by King Herod I in ‘his 18
th

 year of reign’; that year lasted from 

either Nisan or Tishri 20AD-19AD (see essay mentioned in note 83). 
 

This is possible if a very long time of preparations is taken into consideration, but it’s stretching the data 

from Josephus quite a bit… and the 46 years end at the Passover in 29AD, not after Kislew in 29AD… 

 
IV. It seems to conflict with Luke 3:1 “in the 15

th
 year of Tiberius”. 

 

Reason: in case the 15th year of Tiberius is taken from his start as sole Roman Emperor after Augustus 

died, so from 19 August 14AD, then that year ran from: 19/08/28AD until 19/08/29AD. Now if Jesus 
was baptised early 29AD, with the Sermon in Nazareth at Tishri 29, there is no conflict here, but again: 

the ‘Jubilee Sermon’ would have been at the closure of the Year of Jubilee, which makes less sense. 

 
V. John’s ministry: implications 
 

One ‘advantage’ of this dating, is that John the Baptist, starting at his 30th year of age, would have been 

baptising more than one year, if John started aged 30 (and Jesus aged 33). For from both the Gospels 
and Flavius Josephus it becomes clear, John must have ministered for a longer period than just one year. 

 

In the Long Chronology, I ‘solved’ this issue with the discovery that if John started at age 25, according 

to the Law of Moses, he would have started during the 1st year of the Sabbath Year Cycle 21-28AD. 

Luke 3:1 would than not pinpoint the beginning of John’s ministry, but of Jesus’ Ministry!  
 

As follows: Luke announced in the 15th year of Tiberius’ reign not the beginning of John’s mission, but 

of Jesus’ Mission and this was the year Jesus came to John to be baptised: 
 

“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, 

and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Iturea and the country of 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilina: Under the high priests Anna and Caiphas: the word of 

the Lord came to John, the son of Zachary, in the desert. And he came into all the country about the 

Jordan, preaching the baptism of penance for the remission of sins. 
Now it came to pass, when all the people were baptized, that Jesus, also being baptized and praying, 

heaven was opened. And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape, as a dove, upon him. And a voice 

came from heaven: ‘Thou art my beloved Son. In thee I am well pleased.’ And Jesus himself was 

beginning about the age of thirty years: being (as it was supposed) the son of Joseph.”  
 (Luke 3:1-3, 21-23 DRB) 

 

John was called to prepare the way for Jesus, by preaching repentance to the inhabitants of Judea and 
baptising them in the Jordan for the forgiveness of their sins. The text in Luke’s Gospel seems to suggest 

that he was called ‘in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’ and only started his ministry in that year. 

 

But another understanding would be that Luke converged into his text both the elucidation of John’s 
ministry and the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and that he announces the start of Jesus’ ministry, not of 

John’s ministry, when he says: it happened in the fifteenth year of emperor Tiberius… ? That seems a 

perfect explanation of the matter at hand; but is it? 
 

Indeed, the historical sources on John the Baptist’s ministry in both Gospels and Josephus indicate a 

(quite a bit) longer ministry than just one year; for example: 
 

“But as these were going, Jesus began to say to the crowds about John, What did you go out into the 

wilderness to behold? A reed being shaken with the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man being 

clothed in soft garments? Behold, those wearing soft things are in the houses of kings. But what did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one more excellent than a prophet. For this is the one 

about whom it has been written: "Behold, I send out My messenger before Your face, who shall prepare 

Your way before You." Mal. 3:1 Truly I say to you, There has not arisen among those born of a woman 
any greater than John the Baptist. But the least in the kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is. But from 

the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and the violent seize it.  
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For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to receive, he is Elijah, 
the one going to come. (Matthew 11:7-14 LITV) 

 

“And going out, they went about through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing every where. Now 
Herod, the tetrarch, heard of all things that were done by him. And he was in a doubt, because it was 

said by some that John was risen from the dead: but by other some, that Elias had appeared: and by 

others, that one of the old prophets was risen again. And Herod said: John I have beheaded. But who is 
this of whom I hear such things? And he sought to see him.” (Luke 9:6-9 DRB) 

 

That doesn’t sound like someone who had preached one year and died a short time ago(!). 

 
Flavius Josephus, the first century Jewish-Roman historian, wrote about John the Baptist in this way: 

 

From the Jewish Antiquities 
[18.116] Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army came from God as a just 

punishment of what Herod had done against John, who was called the Baptist. 

[18.117] For Herod had killed this good man, who had commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, right-

eousness towards one another and piety towards God. For only thus, in John's opinion, would the bap-
tism he administered be acceptable to God, namely, if they used it to obtain not pardon for some sins 

but rather the cleansing of their bodies, inasmuch as it was taken for granted that their souls had already 

been purified by justice. 
[18.118] Now many people came in crowds to him, for they were greatly moved by his words. Herod, 

who feared that the great influence John had over the masses might put them into his power and enable 

him to raise a rebellion (for they seemed ready to do anything he should advise), thought it best to put 
him to death. In this way, he might prevent any mischief John might cause, and not bring himself into 

difficulties by sparing a man who might make him repent of it, when it would be too late. 

[18.119] Accordingly John was sent as a prisoner, out of Herod's suspicious temper, to Macherus, the 

castle I already mentioned, and was put to death. Now the Jews thought that the destruction of his army 
was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God's displeasure with him.” 

END OF QUOTE. 
 

These texts suggest a longer time of ministry by John the Baptist than only one year; he was remembered 
by the entire nation as a righteous man and made an impression that lasted many years. 

Therefore, I conclude, the reference to the 15th year of the ruling emperor in Luke 3:1, was aimed at 

the coming of the Messiah, Jesus from Nazareth, about Who Luke writes his gospel, and Who was 

that year being baptised by John: Jesus started this year: the 15
th

 year of Caesar Tiberius.103 
 

And John? He may indeed have been called that year to go baptize at the Jordan, for the Messiah was 

coming; or, he was called before that year; if this is right, John may have been at the Jordan before, or, 
lived in the desert in the years preceding Tiberius 15th year, and was known as a holy man, a dessert-

dweller (A.K. Emmerick), a (or the) Teacher of Righteousness (see: ‘Qumran’), for some years now. 

 

Solution 
In the Long Chronology the start of John’s mission is in Year 1 of the historical Sabbath Year Cycle 

21AD–28AD(!). John would have been known as ‘a desert-dweller’ in those years; in the final year of 

his mission –the 15th of Tiberius, John’s 6th–, John was called to the Jordan, to baptise, especially Jesus, 
his Divine Nephew (as explained more extensively by the witness of the Apostle John in John 1:15-37). 

 

In the Late Chronology John’s mission is shorter: August 28-29AD, the 15th year of Tiberius in sole 
reign. If indeed one would suppose a longer ministry by John, again one must suggest a start several 

years before. For example: from age 30 to 33/June AD26-29. But the perfect connection with the his-

torical Sabbath Year Cycle is lost here, as is the perfect age/start of ministry/connection.  

 
103  Although, if John started in the 15th year of Tiberius, there is no conflict either; it would point at his ‘coming 

  to the Jordan River’, while he may have been preaching since many years before … 

http://www.livius.org/source-about/josephus-jewish-antiquities/
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For in the Long Chronology John starts aged 25104 (agrees with Numeri 4:3) during year 1 of Sabbath 
Cycle 21–28AD, is still active during year 6 of this cycle, aged 30105 (agrees with 1 Chronicles 23:3), 

imprisoned in year 7 ('the year of rest')106... such perfections in connections is rarely seen. 

 
The Length of John's Ministry: Final 

With this knowledge about the ministry of John the Baptist in Judea&Perea, as expressed in the Gospel 

Text and in Josephus' history, it seems highly unlikely it would have endured no longer than 1 or 2 years! 
 

Therefore it also seems unlikely John’s mission started in Caesar Tiberius' 15th year. 

This means he will have lived in the desert some time before the 15th year of Tiberius.  
 

This leads to the following chronological proposition: 

a. John the Baptist lived in the desert (of Judea, Perea etc.) from his 25th year until his 30th year, 

b. after which he was called by the Voice of Yahweh and returned from the desert to the Jordan River, 

c. where he started his baptismal mission, in or at about Tiberius’ 15th year, 

d. which included baptising Jesus of Nazareth in the 15th year of Tiberius' reign. 
 

Is this not what Luke in fact said? 

Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in 

the wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins. (Luke 3:2-3 KJV), while he had obviously lived in the Judean Desert before that: 
 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of 

one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Now John wore 

a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. (Matthew 3:1-6 ESV) 

Yes, since the Gospel texts suggest he baptised in the thousands, he may have started his mission of 

baptising the Jewish people long before his 30th year of life, and the call to come to the Jordan River 
may have been before the 15th year of the emperor, although this seems to contradict Luke, just quoted. 

 

Conclusion ‘reign’ John the Baptist 

 
Therefore, we can but conclude, John was a desert dweller -possibly from age 25 onward- and was called 

by God to come to the Jordan River, at age 30, to start or continue his baptismal ministry. He was called 

to prepare the Way for the coming Messiah and -most likely during that first year of baptismal ministry 
at Bethany at the Jordan River- baptised Jesus of Nazareth, Who was revealed to him as the Messiah 

and Son of God. This happened in the 15th year of Caesar Tiberius (from his co-regency with Augustus). 

 

 
 

Marcel de Ray, 19 September 2017. 
 

 

chs.: 07.11&27.11.2017&27.01&16.03&27.11.2018/17.05&22.07&27.07.2019/21&22.01/11.02/15.12.2020/15.08.2021. 

  

 
104  The ‘25’ of Numeri 4:3/23/30/35/39/43/47 you will not find in the Masoretic Text, but only in the Septuagint. 

Possibly, the MT was manipulated to conform with the later ’30’ of 2 Sam.5:4 and 1 Chron.23:3. Here I follow 

the LXX. 
 

105  Since Jesus was 30 years of age at His Baptism -Luke 3:23- and was born 6 months after John -Luke 1:26-, 

John too was 30 years of age at Jesus Baptism. 
 

106  With a baptism of Jesus in late 26/early 27, at least before the 27AD Passover, and a start of the 7th Sabbath 

Year at Tishri 27, Jesus left at about the date of Pentecost in 27 {4 months before the spring wheat harvest}, 

John being imprisoned shortly after; he therefore was imprisoned before the Sabbath Year started.. 
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APPENDIX A 

 
 
The 15th year of Tiberius 
The 15th year of Tiberius (Luke 3:1) from 12AD, his first year of coregency 
with Caesar Augustus, may have been counted by Luke in various ways: 
 
a)  the Roman civil calendar:        January 1, 26AD to December 31, 26AD; or, 
b)  the Roman emperor calendar:      August 19, 26AD to August 18, 27AD; or, 
c)  the Syro–Macedonian calendar:   Dios 1, 26AD (31/10) to Dios 1, 27AD (20/10)107; or, 
d)  the Hebrew Tishri calendar:       Tishri 1, 26AD (03/09) to Elul 29, 27AD (20/09); or, 
e) the Hebrew Nisan calendarnac:     Nisan 1, 27AD (28/03) to Adar 29, 28AD(16/03)108. 
 
So there are (at least) 5 options for “the 15th year of Tiberius”,109 the year John started. 
But we accept the Roman Regnal years as most probable (b: Roman emperor calendar). 
 
If taken from 14AD, his first year of sole reign, the evangelist may have counted: 
 
f)  the Roman civil calendar:        January 1, 28AD to December 31, 28AD; or, 
g)  the Roman emperor calendar:      August 19, 28AD to August 18, 29AD; or, 
h)  the Syro–Macedonian calendar:   Dios 1, 28AD (20/10) to Dios 1, 29AD (09/10); or, 
i)  the Hebrew Tishri calendar:       Tishri 1, 28AD (10/09) to Elul 29, 29AD (27/09); or, 
j)  the Hebrew Nisan calendarnac:    Nisan 1, 29AD (04/04) to Adar 29, 30AD(23/03)86. 
 
Again, there are (at least) 5 options for “the 15th year of Tiberius”,110 the year John started. 
But we accept the Roman Regnal years as most probable (g: Roman emperor calendar),  
since it was used all through the reigns of the Emperors since the reign of Julius Caesar 
by Roman writers and many others. 
 
added 25.01.18 

 

Older chronologies sometimes start Tiberius co-regency with Caesar Augustus at 28 August 11AD. 

This is based on a statement by Saint Clement as shows the following quote: 
 

'Tiberius then having had for some time before the death of Augustus equal power with him in all the provinces 

and armies, and having been made thereby partner with him in the empire, it is not impossible but that St. Luke 
might compute the reign of Tiberius by this epoch. 

 

We should now, if possible, settle the exact time when Tiberius was made partner with Augustus: it may be con-

cluded that he was so, A.U.765, two years before Augustus died, because in that year Piso was made praefect of 

Rome, Tiberius being prince: and Archbishop Usher and Prideaux place the beginning of this government of Ti-

berius in this year.  

 

There is however a considerable difficulty attending this matter, because Welleius and Suetonius differ about the 

time in which the law was passed by the senate, decreeing Tiberius equal power with Augustus in the provinces 

and armies. According to Suetonius this law was not passed till after Tiberius's triumph, which certainly happened 

A.U.765. = A.D.12. But according to Velleius “this law was passed at the desire of Augustus, before Tiberius 

returned to Rome from Germany to make his triumph.” Pagi is inclined to prefer the testimony of Velleius Pater-
culus before that of Suetonius, because Velleius was contemporary with Tiberius; but yet he dares not be positive 

in this matter, because St. Clement's numbers are different from both. However, as Tiberius was consul in the 21st 

and 31st years of our Lord, he judges this piece of respect to the 10th and 20th years from the 11th year of our 

 
107 Proposed by K.F. Doig. See http://doig.net/NTC12.htm, ‘I. Luke's Reckoning of the Fifteenth Year’. 
108 Non–accession method [nac]. In this method the accession year of a new king is not counted as part  

of his reign. His first full year=year 1. In the Accession method [acc] the accession year=year 1. 

In this option e), assumed is a count of Tiberius 1st year from Nisan 1, 13AD (e) or 15AD (j). 
109 The 15th year=26AD–27AD precedes the 46th year of the Temple reconstruction, as explained in note 11&12 

  with notes, on page 3 of this essay, and is therefore a possible option. 
110 The 15th year=28AD–29AD precedes the 46th year of the Temple reconstruction, as explained in note 11&12 

  with notes, on page 3 of this essay, and is therefore a possible option. 
 

http://doig.net/NTC12.htm
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Lord, to 'be a confirmation of the supposition, that Tiberius's proconsular power commenced, A.D.11. He observes 

also marks of honour shewn to the Quinquennials of this epoch, such as the dedication of temples by himself, or 

the people of provinces, the founding of cities by dependant princes, and such other the like things, with which the 
Quinquennials and Decennials, that is, the fifth and tenth years of remarkable events, were wont to be celebrated. 

 

As he thinks it most probable, that Tiberius's proconsular empire began, A.U.764. A.D.11; so he is pretty well 

satisfied as to the month and day of the month, which he thinks was the 28th of August, or the fifth of the Kalends 

of September. One reason for it is, that from the 725th year of the city, Augustus seems to have had a particular 

respect for the 5th of the Kalends of months. Moreover according to the second computation, which Clemens 

Alexandrinus mentions of the reign of Tiberius, it must have begun on the 28th of August. St. Clement says, that 

Tiberius reigned twenty-six years, six months, and nineteen days. Now Tiberius died the 16th of March, A.D.37. 

from the 28th of August, A.D.10, to the 16th of March, A.D.37, are exactly (according to Dr. Pagi's reckoning) so 

many years, months, and days, as St. Clement mentions. So that though St. Clement has been in the wrong as to 

the year, since he begins this computation of Tiberius's reign, A.D.10, yet he has helped us to the month and day 

of the month on which it commenced.” 
 

I have represented Pagi's sense of this matter, as well as I can, in a few words; but I cannot say, that this reasoning 

is altogether convincing. I must acknowledge, I see not how any argument can be drawn from St. Clement's testi-

mony, either for the year or month of this epoch; if his numbers have been altered, as Pagi allows they have in 

many places, and particularly in this very passage.' 

 

                           END OF QUOTE 

 

From: "The Works of NATHANIEL LARDNER, D.D. in five volumes", pp.200/201, London, 1815. 

 

Explanation 

(1) 

Now if the 15th year were to be reckoned from 28 August 11AD, the 15th year of Tiberius may have been indicated 

by Saint Luke as from 19 or 28-08-25AD until 19 or 28-08-26AD. 

(2) 

And since we have reckoned with a possible birth date of John the Baptist near the second half of June 05BC, he 

would have been 30 years of age from June 26 till June 27AD. 

(3) 

His answer to God's Call within the 15th year of Tiberius, would have happened in this period: 

(A) 19 or 28 August 25AD – 19 or 28 August 26AD. 

 

(4) 

If John the Baptist started in the second half of 25AD, Jesus may have been baptised at (6) January 26AD, 
and the start of our Chronology would be one year earlier; 

 

But, if 

(5) 

His answer to God's Call within the 15th year of Tiberius, would have happened in this period: 

(B) June - August 26AD111. 

 

(6) 

Then this agrees with his start in our chronology, which would have been at about June in the year 26AD112, 

and therefore DOES NOT CHANGE THE START OF JESUS' MINISTRY as of (6) January 27AD…! 

 
CONCLUSION 

Since Pontius Pilate was named Praefect of Judea during the year 26AD, Jesus would not have been baptised by 

John before the Passover in 26AD. This is highly unlikely! This means the 'John 2:14 Passover' is still at 27AD. 

 

Also, the more precise date for the birth of John&Jesus is 5BC, not 6BC (age: 30 at Baptism). 

 

The arguments for a coregency starting 23-10-12AD are stronger than a start at 28-08-11AD. 

 

Marcel de Ray, 25/26 January 2018. 

 

 

 
111 More precise: (24) June 26AD until 28 August 26AD (or about two months overlapping). 
112 19 August 26AD until (24) June 27AD (or about ten months overlapping). 
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Was Jesus baptised within the 15th Year of the reign of Tiberius? 

A question arises from Fact 7: from my Final Conclusion on page 26: 

 
since John the Baptist comes to the Jordan River to baptise in Year 15 of Caesar Tiberius and during the following 

period of baptismals, Jesus too comes to the Jordan River to be baptised, and is baptised; does this indeed mean 

Jesus was baptised within the 15th Year of Tiberius’ reign? 

 

It seems to me the Evangelist Luke did mention this Year with the goal of marking the Year in which Jesus Christ 

was baptised? 

 

The story of His Baptism and the role of John the Baptist there-in was already written by both the Apostle Matthew, 

and the Evangelist Mark; the main reason to connect the ministry of John the Baptist to the reign of Caesar Tiberius 

is, seems to me, to date Jesus’ Baptism historically. 

 

There are several resounding reasons to believe the ministry of John was much longer than the one or two years 
that would follow if indeed John’s entire ministry had started in this year: see page 35&36 of this document. 

 

John may have been, for example, called in Tiberius’ 15th Year to come to this place at the Jordan to resume or 

continue his baptismal ministry, since this was the exact spot Jesus was going to be baptised; indeed, Scripture 

tells us John did not stay at one place during his entire ministry, but was baptising at other locations as well. 

 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Now John wore a garment of camel's hair 

and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and 

all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confess-
ing their sins.  

… 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. (Matthew 3:1-6, 13 ESV) 

 

Matthew does not say where at the River Jordan John was baptising, and where Jesus was baptised.  

But the Evangelist John clarifies: 

 

John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, even he who comes after 

me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, 

because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 

remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have 

borne witness that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:26-34 ESV) 

 

John did not stay at Bethany across the Jordan: 

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was 

baptizing. John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were com-

ing and being baptized (for John had not yet been put in prison). (John 3:22-24 ESV) 

 

So John had moved to another place, Aenon near Salim, which was more to the North, near Lake Galilee (while 
the former place had been just north of the Dead Sea). 

 

Therefore, it is certainly possible, John had been baptising (long) before Year 15 of Tiberius and was called during 

this historical year to come to Bethany, where Jesus was going to be baptised. 

 

John is said to have baptised thousands of Jews, and from both the Gospels and Josephus it follows he made an 

enormous impression for many years to come, indicating his mission would have lasted (much) longer than from 

Tiberius 15th year until John’s imprisonment, which was soon after he had baptised our Saviour: 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. (Matthew 4:12 ESV) 

 

You see, John was already imprisoned shortly after Jesus’ disciples stopped baptising and they were on their way 

to Galilee: Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea and departed 

again for Galilee. (John 4:1-3 ESV) 
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John writes, the reason Jesus departed from the location where He had His disciples baptising, not far from where 

John was baptising at that time – as if to ‘complete’ John’s ministry – was that the Pharisees became jealous and, 

so it seems, a threat arose to Him and His disciples. 
 

At that time John was still baptising. 

 

But Matthew and the other synoptic Gospel writers had written: 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. (Matthew 4:12 ESV) 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God. (Mark 1:14 ESV) 

 

They make the connection that Jesus stopped His baptismal ministry, supporting John’s, and returned to Galilee 

because of John’s imprisonment. But John, writing the Last Gospel, always clarifying, wrote: it was because of 

the jealousy of the Pharisees. 

 

Now indeed the Pharisees may have been communicating with the Herodians (soldiers of Herod the Tetrarch who 
ruled over Perea and Galilee at that time), went to Herod and were instrumental in the imprisonment of John the 

Baptist. 

 

So, John the Evangelist clarifies that Jesus had even stopped baptising and had left for Galilee for He knew what 

was to come – the imprisonment of The Baptist – and had left even before that happened. 

 

From the remarks in Matthew and the others we may conclude John was imprisoned while Jesus was on His way 

from the River Jordan near Salim through Samaria back to Galilee. 

 

Conclusion 

Therefore it seems obvious the mention of Tiberius’ 15th Year of reign during John’s baptismal mission was to 
connect Jesus coming to John to be baptised at the very start of His Mission, to the correct historical year: 

 

Jesus started His public mission in the Year 15 of Tiberius’ reign with His Baptism by John! 

 

This conclusion we now use as a fact in our further chronological study. See also conclusion 7 on page 26&30. 

 
21.01/18.05.2019. 

Marcel de Ray. 
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APPENDIX B 

 
SUPPORTING EVIDENCE FROM ‘APOSTLES HISTORIES’ 
 
In his “Church History”, Book I, chapter 13, Eusebius writes about the history of King Abgar of 
Edessa, and in it gives us an important chronological marker. Eusebius ends his report on the Letters 
of king Abgar to Jesus, and Jesus’ response, with these words: 
 
‘These things were done in the three hundred and fortieth year. I have inserted them here in their proper 

place, translated from the Syriac literally, and I hope to good purpose.’ 113 

 
This 340th year is not counted from the Birth of the Saviour, but according to the Seleucid Era, which 
was in common use at that time in the Middle East. 
 
The Seleucid Era [Babylonian=Judean reckoning] ran from 1 Nisan[u] 311 to 310BC, but the Seleucid 
Era in Edessa ran from the Fall, from 1 Dios (October/November) 311BC to October/November 
310BC (Macedonian reckoning), with the 340th year being: 
 

 Oct.311BC–Sept.310BC = year 001   {311BC starts 1st / 001BC starts 311th / 001AD starts 312th, 

 Oct.001BC–Sept.001AD = year 311   {340th = 001AD + 28 = 029AD029AD starts 340th,  

 Oct.001AD–Sept.002AD = year 312   {340th of the Greek Era ran from Dios 029AD until   

 Oct.029AD–Sept.030AD = year 340   {Dios 030AD, which is Oct./Ti.029–Oct./Ti.030AD}.  
 
So, the 340th year of the Seleucid Era, happens to be the Hebrew Year Tishri 29-30AD, which in 
connection to the first year of the Christian Church holds the Passover of 30AD, Pentecost 30AD 
and the first half-year of the new born Church Community, if 30AD was the last Passover, or was 
in the middle of Christ’s ministry, if He died in 33AD. 
 
This, indeed, as explained by Saint Eusebius who studied the Letters of Abgar&Jesus in the Archives 
of the Kings of Edessa –still at his disposal during his lifetime– was the year these events took place. 
 
After Jesus had ascended and the Apostles and Disciples of Jesus –gathered together on that Pente-
cost, 28 May 30AD in the upper room in Jerusalem–, received the Holy Spirit, they went immedi-
ately out preaching the Gospel of Jesus Cross&Resurrection. Indeed, since there was this promise 
made by Jesus to king Abgar that He would send one of his disciples to cure him, Thaddeus went 
and preached the Gospel in that city and healed the sick king. All this, comments Eusebius, hap-
pened in the 340th Seleucid year, Oct.29-30AD. 
 
Others count the Seleucid Era from Nisan/April 311BC, which would give Nisan 29 to Nisan 30AD 
with the last Passover in 29AD –the Apostle left for Edessa after having received the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost–, but the Passover of 29AD is not the final Passover, as we have shown before. 
 
This seems to refute the idea that Jesus would have died in 31AD, in 33AD, or in 34AD, but that is 
not necessarily true, for Abgar may have sent his representatives at an earlier time, during Jesus’ 
Mission, although John places this event in 12:20 near the end. 
 
Indeed, all of this is based upon the presumption that Abgar’s messengers arrived in Jesus’ last year, 
but they may have arrived earlier during Jesus’ ministry. There are more ancient sources with ref-
erences to Jesus’ years of ministry: see page 31 plus “Apostles Chronologies.doc” MR. 
 
 

chs.18.05.2019/31.01.2020. 

  © Marcel de Ray, 17-09-2013/ finalized 04-02-2014.  

 
113  Eusebius quotes from an external source, from a Syrian library, still existent in his time, which he testifies  

  to have personally investigated. 
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APPENDIX C  -  METONIC CYCLE IN USE AT JESUS’ TIME 
 

Postponing the eve of Passover from Thursday to Friday for all those following the Pharisaic calendar114, 
was certainly done, even in the first century, following the debate of the Pharisees with the Sadducees 

(and Essenes) in the 2nd century BC to the 1st century AD, probably continuing up to 70AD. 

 
When we look at our discovery of the Metonic Cycle being used in the lifetime of Jesus by the Sanhedrin, 

we may acquire extra information on the years that were intercalated: 

 

METONIC CYCLE DURING JESUS’ LIFETIME IN JUDEA 

 

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 51-50BC 48BC 45BC 43BC 40BC 37BC 35BC 32BC 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar Ni49-48 Ni46-45 Ni44-43 Ni41-40 Ni38-37 Ni36-35 Ni33-32. 

     Herod-I Herod to not VeElul  

     in Rome Jerusalem not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 32-31BC 29BC 26BC 24BC 21BC 18BC 16BC 13BC 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar Ni30-29 Ni27-26 Ni25-24 Ni22-21 Ni19-A18 Ni17-A16 Ni14-A13. 

       not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 13-12BC 10BC 7BC 5BC 2BC 2AD 4AD 7AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar Ni11-A10 Ni8-Ad7 Ni6-Ad5 Ni3-Ad2 Ni1-Ad2 Ni3-Ad4 Ni6-Ad7. 

    Jesus born?   not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 7-8AD 10AD 13AD 15AD 18AD 21AD 23AD 26AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni7-Ad8 Ni9-Ad10 Ni12-13 Ni14-15 Ni17-18 Ni20-21 Ni22-23 Ni25-26 

       not yet yr17 VeAdar 

        expected. 

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 17 19 

Julian Year 26-27AD 29AD 32AD 34AD 37AD 40AD 43AD 45AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni26-Ad27 Ni28-29 Ni31-32 Ni33-34 Ni36-37 Ni39-40 Ni42-43 Ni44-45 

 John starts,      Year 17: by VeAdar 

 Jesus starts      Gamaliel-I. expected. 

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 17 19 

Julian Year 45-46AD 48AD 51AD 53AD 56AD 59AD 62AD 64AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni45-Ad46 Ni47-48 Ni50-51 Ni52-53 Ni55-56 Ni58-59 Ni61-62 Ni63-64 

         

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 17 19 

Julian Year 64-65AD 67AD 70AD 72AD 75AD 78AD 81AD 83AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni64-Ad65 Ni66-67 Ni69-70 Ni71-72 Ni74-75 Ni77-78 Ni80-81 Ni82-83 

   70: Temple  destroyed     

 
 

 
114 based upon the Pharisee rule: ‘no 2 consecutive sabbath days’. 
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Explanation 
With a strong indication, the Years 5BC (Adar I+II), 26AD, 29AD and 70AD were intercalated, the  

Year 30AD & 31AD were not. This poses the question, did in 31AD a late Passover in the month of  

April really occur? If not, 31AD is excluded as Jesus’ last year. 
 

From earlier studies, following the Julian-Jewish calendars for the years 29-31AD, in 32AD, there was 

a VeAdar. 
 

The natural Passover in 31AD is Tuesday/Wednesday night 27 March/28 March 31AD. 

 

Since without doubt, the 4 Gospels give a Thursday/Friday night for the Year of the Passion of Jesus, 
with a 1-day postponement by those who were already following the Pharisee imposed calendar rule 

of ‘no 2 sabbath days following each other’, in case Jesus’ Year of the Passion was 31AD, the Passover 

of 31AD must have been postponed to 26/27 April 31AD. 
 

As we see in the Metonic-Cycle-based Jewish chronology during Jesus’ lifetime, this is not likely. For, 

the Sanhedrin would have to intercalate another VeAdar in 31AD, while the insertion was to be ex-

pected in 32AD. Of course, they might have decided to intercalate the leap month a year early, but 
then we should conclude: the Metonic cycle was not in use (any longer). The leap years discovered in 

this research suggest otherwise: the known leap years in the first century BC/AD all fit the pattern of 

the Metonic Cycle. 
 

This speaks in favour of a 30AD Year of Passion, and against 31AD.  

 
New discovery 

Last week, a precision analysis of the Jewish Calendar for the years 26-36AD showed that the Passover 

on the vernal moon in 33AD did not fell out on a Friday night, meaning Friday=14 Nisan, but on a 

Thursday, meaning Thursday=14 Nisan and Friday=15 Nisan(!).  
 

Quite amazing, for Friday 3 April 33AD has often been cited as a 14 Nisan with the Passover at Friday 

night, as a connection to John 18:28. But with a Friday 15 Nisan, the 33AD date is a valid alternative 
to the 30AD Passover: 6/7 April 30 & 2/3 April 33AD. 

 

We have to review everything we have written on the 33-Passover. 
 

But how certain is this? First of all, I came to this conclusion by simply adding up the Hebrew 

months+days from 6-9 April 30AD onward. This led to the unmistaken 14 Nisan on Thursday April 2 

& 15 Nisan on Friday April 3, 33AD (with a 29/2/32AD Julian leap day). 
 

The only way out, would be to lengthen the Hebrew Year by a day, as is usually done by adding 1 day 

to the 8th month (Mareshvan). Whether this was done? Only the addition of 30 Mareshvan during 
32AD is to be expected.115 

 

Why? 

Simply this: the new rules by the Pharisees demanded to reorganise the Hebrew Calendar in such a 
way, that the main feasts –the festival sabbaths days– would never fall on a Friday or Sunday, to avoid 

2 consecutive sabbath days, namely a week sabbath+a festival sabbath.  

 
But, in Jesus’ days, the Pharisees were not yet controlling the Calendar: that was done under the Lead-

ership of a Sadducee High Priest, presiding over the Sanhedrin or High Council. 

  

 
115 Also, sometimes a day is taken from the 9th month (Kislev) to shorten the year by 1 day, but it is unknown 

  if this was done already in Jesus’ days. 
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To what extend had new postponement rules been accepted, and to what extend not? 

 

At this time in my research, I assume the following to be probable: 
 

- the Sadducees were in effect still in control of the official Jewish (Temple) Calendar; 

 
- the Pharisees were ‘gaining ground’ and got to celebrate their version of the Passover night a day late 

 on 15 Nisan/Sadducee time, as follows from John 18:28; 

 

- only after the destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem in 70AD by the Roman army, the order of the 
Sadducees evaporated and the Sadducee interpretation of ‘Thora calendar issues’ lost ground;  

the Pharisee interpretation became dominant and was accepted in the following periods of Rabbinic 

literature as the leading interpretation, in the Mishnah and Talmud. 
 

Even today the Jewish Calendar contains many aspects of Pharisee’ interpretation, against the older 

calendar understanding, as seen in debates among present Jewish societies; 

 
- the extra day in Mareshvan was sometimes inserted (the loss of a day in Kislev not yet?); 

 

- the main basis for the Jewish Calendar in Jesus’ time, was the Babylonian Calendar, still,  
 with the use of the Babylonian Metonic Cycle. 

 

Therefore, I conclude, an extra day was probably not inserted in the years 30AD to 33AD,  
which brings the Passover of 33AD  – in case it was not postponed or ‘pre-poned’ –  

on Thursday 2 April, being 14 Nisan, and Friday 3 April, being 15 Nisan. 
 

chs.28.11.2018/22.01.2019. 

©Marcel de Ray, 27 January 2014AD. 
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JEWISH METONIC CYCLE DURING JESUS’ LIFETIME – REVISION I : 
 

After the Metonic Cycle correction attributed to Gamaliel I – changing Year 6:Elul into Year 17:Elul 

by omitting 11 years from the cycle by the Year 9=16AD, and the Molad Reform in Year H3776 or 

H3777 (Tishri 15AD or 16AD), results in this revised Jewish 19 Year Cycle, if based upon ‘seconds’: 
 
                                     YoR:16AD 

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 51-50BC 48BC 45BC 43BC 40BC 37BC 35BC 32BC 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar Ni49-48 Ni46-45 Ni44-43 Ni41-40 Ni38-37 Ni36-35 Ni33-32. 

     Herod-I Herod to not VeElul  

     in Rome Jerusalem not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 32-31BC 29BC 26BC 24BC 21BC 18BC 16BC 13BC 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar Ni30-29 Ni27-26 Ni25-24 Ni22-21 Ni19-A18 Ni17-A16 Ni14-A13. 

       not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 13-12BC 10BC 7BC 5BC 2BC 2AD 4AD 7AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar Ni11-A10 Ni8-Ad7 Ni6-Ad5 Ni3-Ad2 Ni1-Ad2 Ni3-Ad4 Ni6-Ad7. 

    Jesus born?   not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 3 6 8 11 

Julian Year 7-8AD 10AD 13AD 15AD 18AD 21AD 23AD 26AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni7-Ad8 Ni9-Ad10 Ni12-13 Ni14-15 Ni17-18 Ni20-21 Ni22-23 Ni25-26 

      not VeElul  VeAdar 

        expected. 

Year in cycle 12 14 17 19 3 6 8 11 

Julian Year 26-27AD 29AD 31AD 34AD 37AD 40AD 43AD 45AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni26-Ad27 Ni28-29 Ni31-32 Ni33-34 Ni36-37 Ni39-40 Ni42-43 Ni44-45 

 John starts,  Year 17: by     VeAdar 

 Jesus starts  Gamaliel-I.     expected. 

Year in cycle 12 14 17 19 3 6 8 11 

Julian Year 45-46AD 48AD 50AD 53AD 56AD 59AD 62AD 64AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni45-Ad46 Ni47-48 Ni50-51 Ni52-53 Ni55-56 Ni58-59 Ni61-62 Ni63-64 

         

Year in cycle 12 14 17 19 3 6 8 11 

Julian Year 64-65AD 67AD 69AD 72AD 75AD 78AD 81AD 83AD 

Intercalation:  VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Ni64-Ad65 Ni66-67 Ni69-70 Ni71-72 Ni74-75 Ni77-78 Ni80-81 Ni82-83 

   70: Temple  destroyed  Ni:Nisan/ Ad:Adar  

 

But, more likely, the Metonic Cycle correction attributed to Gamaliel I was based upon ‘chelek’ calcu-

lation for the Molad, which leads to a change starting not at Tishri 15AD, but at Tishri 12AD. 
 

This happens to have been Year 6 in the ongoing cycle, making the change from Year 6:Elul into Year 

17:Elul historically a perfect fit. Now from Nisan 12AD – Year 6 becoming Year 1 in the revised cy-

cle – the Metonic cycle starts anew, with next Year 6 from Nisan 17AD until Adar 18AD, no longer 

with VeElul as leap month, but with VeAdar as leap month (being VeAdar at the beginning of 18AD). 
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Next Year 17 in the revised cycle being from Nisan 28AD until Adar in 29AD with VeElul interca-
lated in the year 28AD. Metonic Cycle reckoning is from Nisan. 

 

Thus Year 1 of this revised cycle was Nisan 12AD until Adar 13AD, with the Molad Reform starting 
at 1 Tishri in 12AD or Year H3773 in the (modern) Hebrew Calendar. Molad reckoning is from Tishri. 

 

Since the grandson of Gamaliel quoted his grandfather, saying:  
“I have received a tradition from the house of my father’s father: 

  The rebirth of the moon is not less than 29 and a half days and 793 parts”, 

we know during Jesus’ Lifetime the Beth Din calculated the Tishri Molad based upon ‘cheleks’, which 

are 3¹/3 seconds and therefore the following Hebrew Metonic Cycle is possibly historical: 
 

 JEWISH METONIC CYCLE DURING JESUS’ LIFETIME – REVISION II : 

 
                        YoR:12AD 

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 51-50BC 49BC 46BC 44BC 41BC 38BC 36BC 33BC 

Leap month: no VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar =VeAdar48 =VeElul46 =VeAdar43 =VeAdar40 =VeAdar37 =VeAdar35 =VeAdar32 

     40:Herod in 37:Herod in not VeElul  

     Rome Jerusalem not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 32-31BC 30BC 27BC 25BC 22BC 19BC 17BC 14BC 

Leap month: no VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar =VeAdar29 =VeElul27 =VeAdar24 =VeAdar21 =VeAdar18 =VeAdar16 =VeAdar13 

       not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 13-12BC 11BC 8BC 6BC 3BC 1AD 3AD 6AD 

Leap month: no VeAdar VeElul VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar VeAdar10BC VeElul08BC VeAdar05BC VeAdar02BC VeAdar02AD VeAdar04AD VeAdar07AD 

   Jesus Born: 25 Kislev05   not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6=1 3 6 8 11 14 

Julian Year 7-8AD 9AD 12AD 14AD 17AD 19AD 22AD 25AD 

Leap month: no VeAdar no VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar VeAdar10AD Ni12-Ad13 =VeAdar15 =VeAdar18 =VeAdar20 =VeAdar23 =VeAdar26 

   Ni:Nisan  not VeElul  2nd half 26: John starts 

   Ad:Adar    06/01/27?: Jesus starts 

Year in cycle 17 19 1 3 6 8 11 14 

Julian Year 28-29AD 30AD 31AD 33AD 36AD 38AD 41AD 44AD 

Leap month: VeElul VeAdar no VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: =VeElul28 =VeAdar31 Ni31-Ad32 =VeAdar34 =VeAdar37 =VeAdar39 =VeAdar42 =VeAdar45 

 Year 17: by  Jesus’death: 15 Nisan 33     

 Gamaliel-I.  resurrection 17 Nisan 33     

Year in cycle 17 19 1 3 6 8 11 14 

Julian Year 47-48AD 49AD 50AD 52AD 55AD 57AD 60AD 63AD 

Leap month: VeElul VeAdar no VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: =VeElul47 =VeAdar50 Ni50-AD51 =VeAdar53 =VeAdar56 =VeAdar58 =VeAdar61 =VeAdar64 

         

Year in cycle 17 19 1 2 3 6 8 11 

Julian Year 66-67AD 68AD 69AD 70AD 71AD 74AD 76AD 79AD 

Leap month: VeElul VeAdar no no VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar VeAdar 

Jewish year: =VeElul66 =VeAdar69 Ni69-Ad70 Ni70-Ad71 =VeAdar72 =VeAdar75 =VeAdar77 =VeAdar80 

    70: Temple destroyed    
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The final option is, to adapt the Metonic Cycle for the exclusion of leap months during Sabbatical & 
Jubilee Years, as recorded in the Babylonian Talmud: 
 

‘The rabbis taught: A leap year must not be appointed, neither in the Sabbatic year nor in the following 

year. But when were they used to be established? On the eve of the Sabbatic year. The house of Rabban 

Gamaliel, however, used to appoint it for the year following the Sabbatic.’ Tractate Sanhedrin II.9. 
 

This means there was not to be inserted a leap month in Year 7 and Year 1 of the Sabbath Cycle. 

But Gamaliel seems to have intercalated Year 1 anyway. Since the period we study concerns the time 

Gamaliel was the leader of the Pharisees in the Sanhedrin/Beth Din, we take his guidance as historical. 
 

Therefore, I adapted the Metonic Cycle – revision II as follows: 

 

 JEWISH METONIC CYCLE DURING JESUS’ LIFETIME – REVISION III : 
 
                        YoR:12AD 

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 51-50BC 49BC 46BC 44BC 41BC 38BC 36BC 33BC 

Sabbath Year: Ti51-Ti50BC 2nd year SC 5th year SC Ti44-Ti43BC 3rd year SC Ti37-Ti36BC 1st year SC 4th year SC 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar =VeAdar48 =VeElul46 =VeAdar44 =VeAdar40 =VeAdar37 =VeAdar35 =VeAdar32 

     40:Herod in 37:Herod in not VeElul  

     Rome Jerusalem not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 32-31BC 30BC 27BC 25BC 22BC 19BC 17BC 14BC 

Sabbath Year: 5th year SC Ti30-Ti29BC 3rd year SC 5th year SC Ti23-Ti22BC 4th year SC Ti16-Ti15BC 2nd year SC 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar =VeAdar30 =VeElul27 =VeAdar24 =VeAdar21 =VeAdar18 =VeAdar16 =VeAdar13 

       not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6 8 11 14 16 19 

Julian Year 13-12BC 11BC 8BC 6BC 3BC 1AD 3AD 6AD 

Sabbath Year: 3rd year SC 5th year SC Ti09-Ti08BC 3rd year SC  Ti02-Ti01BC 2nd year SC 4th year SC Ti06-Ti07AD 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar VeAdar10BC VeElul07BC VeAdar05BC VeAdar02BC VeAdar02AD VeAdar04AD VeAdar06AD 

   Jesus born: 25Kislev 5?   not yet yr17  

Year in cycle 1 3 6=1 3 6 8 11 14 

Julian Year 7-8AD 9AD 12AD 14AD 17AD 19AD 22AD 25AD 

Sabbath Year: 1st year SC 3rd year SC Ti13-Ti14AD 1st year SC 4th year SC Ti20-Ti21AD 2nd year SC  Ti27-Ti28AD 

Jewish year: Nisan-Adar VeAdar10AD VeAdar13AD =VeAdar15 =VeAdar18 =VeAdar20 =VeAdar23 =VeAdar26 

     not VeElul  2nd half 26: John starts 

       06/01/27?: Jesus starts 

Year in cycle 17-JY 19 1 3 6 8 11 14 

Julian Year 28-29AD 30AD 31AD 33AD 36AD 38AD 41AD 44AD 

Sabbath Year: Ti28-Ti29AD 3rd year SC 4th year SC Ti34-Ti35AD 2nd year SC 4th year SC Ti41-Ti42AD 3rd year SC 

Jewish year: =VeElul30 =VeAdar31 Ni31-Ad32 =VeAdar34 =VeAdar37 =VeAdar39 =VeAdar43 =VeAdar45 

 Year 17: by 15 Nisan 30 Jesus’death 15 Nisan 33   Gamaliel:  

 Gamaliel-I. 17 Nisan 30 resurrection 17 Nisan 33   in 1st year.  

Year in cycle 17 19 1 3 6 8 11 14 

Julian Year 47-48AD 49AD 50AD 52AD 55AD 57AD 60AD 63AD 

Sabbath Year: 6th year SC Ti48-Ti49AD 2nd year SC 4th year SC Ti55-Ti56AD 2nd year SC 5th year SC Ti62-Ti63AD 

Jewish year: =VeElul47 =VeAdar50 Ni50-AD51 =VeAdar53 =VeAdar56 =VeAdar58 =VeAdar61 =VeAdar64 

         

Year in cycle 17 19 1 2 3 6 8 11 

Julian Year 66-67AD 68AD 69AD 70AD 71AD 74AD 76AD 79AD 

Sabbath Year: 4th year SC 6th year SC Ti69-Ti70AD 1st year SC 2nd year SC 5th year SC Ti76-Ti77AD 3rd year SC 

Jewish year: =VeElul66 =VeAdar69 Ni69-Ad70 Ni70-Ad71 =VeAdar72 =VeAdar75 =VeAdar76 =VeAdar80 

    70: Temple destroyed    
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APPENDIX D 
cont.06-02-2014. 

 

Basis for the intercalation in 28/29AD 

from: http://www.archive.org/details/dissertationsupo02gresuoft  

 

“I. The season of the year in general is ascertained by John vi. 4, which states that the Passover 

was at hand ; and the circumstance, which also he specifies, that there was much grass in the 

place, is a proof that the spring was far advanced. The Passover fell this year, which answers to 

U. C. 782, A.D. 29, as late as it possibly could, viz. upon April 16 : and the year had conse-

quently been intercalated. If we fix the time of the present transactions about the close of the 

Jewish month Adar I, or the beginning of the Jewish month Nisan, the end of our March, or the 

beginning of our April ; we shall perhaps not be far from the truth.“ 

 

“V. The multitude, then, having been miraculously fed; a business which, if we consider their 

numbers, might easily occupy the time from the ninth hour to sunset, at least; Jesus dismisses 

his disciples at a period of the day which John vi. 16 describes accordingly; with a charge to 

return to Bethsaida in Galilee; the site of which was in the region of Gennesaret, between Ca-

pernaum, and the southern extremity of the lake. The time of their departure then would not be 

earlier than the second …[text corrupt] : as not merely St. John, but St. Matthew and St. Mark 

v also, clearly imply that it was. Meanwhile our Lord himself withdrew to the mountain; and 

either persuaded the assembled people to retire, or would be speedily concealed from their ob-

servation by the shades of night.  

 

VI. When the disciples in the vessel had got about thirty stades w , or three miles on their course, 

(the slowness of their progress in so many hours being critically accounted for by the opposition 

of the wind, the direction of which must have been north-west;)  

Jesus appeared to them about the fourth watch of the night; Peter descended to meet him on the 

sea; and he was afterwards received into the ship. The fourth watch would begin at the ninth 

hour of the night; that is, at three in the morning with us: and as our v Matt. xiv. 23. Mark vi. 

47. w John vi. 19.  

 

Lord was visible at a distance, before he came near enough to be recognized — but at first only 

indistinctly — perhaps the time of his appearance was just the dawn of day; that is at this period 

of the year, between four and five in the morning. For, as to the supposition that he might be 

visible by moonlight; in the first place, the weather being rough and boisterous, the moon would 

have been obscured by clouds. In the second, if the time of the month was what I have supposed, 

about a fortnight before the Passover, the end of Adar I, or the beginning of Nisan, there could 

be no moon at all; and the very turbulence of the weather argues that rather than the contrary.  

 

VII. As the disciples, when they were originally dismissed, had been sent away to Bethsaida 

not to Capernaum ; and as, on taking Jesus into the ship, they were miraculously transported at 

once to the quarter where they wished to go?; they would land before sunrise in the morning 

not at Capernaum, but somewhere in the district of Gennesaret ; more to the south ; as St. Mark 

and St. Matthew 2 do both imply*.”  

 

from: 

 
DISSERTATIONS UPON THE PRINCIPLES AND ARRANGEMENT OF AN HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 

BY EDWARD GRESWELL, B. D., FELLOW OF CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE, OXFORD. SECOND EDI-

TION, IN FOUR VOLUMES. VOL. II. OXFORD, AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS. MDCCCXXXVII.  

 

 

http://www.archive.org/details/dissertationsupo02gresuoft
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APPENDIX E 
from: 

The Seasonal Drift of the Traditional (Fixed Arithmetic) Hebrew Calendar  
( ועהלוח העברי הקב ) 
Bookmark or cite this page as http://www.sym454.org/hebrew/drift.htm 

by Dr. Irv Bromberg, University of Toronto, Canada. 

 
QUOTE : 

The most often cited Hebrew calendar intercalation criterion comes from the Torah:  ָשמֹור ֶאת חֶדׁש ָהָאִביב 

“Guard the month of Spring (Aviv), and bring a paschal-lamb offering (pesach) for hashem, your God, 
because in the month of spring hashem, your God took you out of Egypt, at night. (Devarim/ Deuteron-

omy 16:1) 

 
In the language of the Torah, the word pesach (פסח) always refers to the paschal-lamb offering, or 

Korban Pesach, whereas Chag ha-Matzot or “Feast of Unleavened Bread” refers to Passover ( חחג הפס ). 

 
In the era of the ancient observational Hebrew calendar, all months tended to start at least one day after 

the lunar conjunction, because the earliest that a month could start was the day upon which qualified 

witnesses reported a validated sighting of the first visible lunar crescent after sunset, which astronomi-

cally can occur no earlier than about 24 hours after the conjunction. Even with the fixed arithmetic 
Hebrew calendar of today months tend to start about a day after the molad, because on average the Rosh 

HaShanah postponement rules cause a one-day delay.” a 

 
“Traditionally, the earliest moment for offering the Korban Pesach was at ½ hour after noon on the 14th 

of Nisan (ניסן)b. The counting of days of the month starts from one, so this was the 13th day from the 

sunset at the start of Nisan, or 13 days and 181/2 hours after the mean sunset at the start of Nisan, which 
when taken together with a 24–hour delay is close to ½ of a molad interval (14 days 18 hours 22 minutes 

and 38 regaim), in other words quite close to the moment of the mean lunar opposition (full moon) or 

average duration of the waxing half of the lunar cyclec. The end of the first day of Passover, nominally 

½+5+24 = 291/2 hours after the earliest Korban Pesach, or exactly 15 days after the mean sunset at the 
start of Nisan, when taken together with a 24–hour delay is always beyond the maximum duration of 

the waxing half of the lunar cycled.” 

END OF QUOTE 
 

Comment [MR]: 
a.  the witnesses were only ceremonial in the first century AD: therefore start of month may have been earlier. 

b. the sacrificial lamb, ‘Korban Pesach’ in the Hebrew language, could be offered from noon +½ hour; 

  it needed to be sacrificed before sunset, after which the Pascha supper was consummated. 

c. ‘mean lunar opposition’: astronomical moon + 14 days, 18 hours, 22 minutes, on the day of 14 Nisan. 

d. ‘the waxing half of the lunar cycle’ always preceded the end of Nisan 15, which is near sunset that day. 

 

In the next part, prof. Bromberg proves the unexpected intercalation of VeElul from the Jewish Talmud 
Bavli, tractate Sanhedrin (12b,13a,13b) which deals with the policies of the Sanhedrin before the col-

lapse of the Temple 70AD, although Dr. Bromberg also quotes other Talmudic, and later sources, after 

this proof, which deny this intercalation method: 

 
QUOTE : 

“Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaqi (רבי שלמה יצחקי), usually known by the abbreviation Rashi (י"רש) wrote a com-

ment on "Guard the month of aviv", explaining that the Hebrew word aviv (אביב) refers to its ancient 
meaning, barley, in that a measure of fine flour prepared from newly ripened freshly harvested barley 

had to be available for the omer offering in the Temple in Jerusalem on the second day of Passover.  

 
Nobody was allowed to eat from new grain crops until after the omer had been offered. In the climate 

of ancient Israel, barley was planted early in the autumn and was ready for harvest at the beginning of 

spring. Rashi wrote that they used to intercalate the calendar year if otherwise the required measure of 

newly ripened barley wouldn't be available in time for Passover. 

http://www.sym454.org/hebrew/drift.htm
http://individual.utoronto.ca/kalendis/hebrew/postpone.htm
http://individual.utoronto.ca/kalendis/hebrew/postpone.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counting_of_the_Omer
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According to Rambam in Sefer Avodah, Hilchot Timidin OuMusafin, chapter 7, starting from paragraph 
3, the barley had to grow naturally without human irrigation in one of two specially-designated fields 

that were used alternately, the other field lying fallow. (Today the climate in Israel is hotter and drier, 

which could allow barley to ripen before the spring season, or could cause the crop to fail without irri-
gation.) Three sheafs of barley were harvested, normally cut at night at the beginning of the 16th of 

Nisan116 (even if Shabbat). In the courtyard of the Temple the barley was threshed and tossed to separate 

the seeds from the chaff, spread out for manual removal of any other debris, lightly roasted over a fire 
in a special metal container that allowed the flames to touch the seeds, spread out to cool, and milled to 

make flour that was repeatedly sifted to obtain only the finest flour to be used for the omer offering. The 

omer was offered after the musaf service of the second day of Passover (16th of Nisan) but before bein 

ha-arbayim, the last service of the afternoon. This might imply that the spring equinox moment had to 
fall no later than the earliest time that the priests were ready to offer the omer on the 16th of Nisan48. 

 

Certainly, in the agricultural society of ancient Israel it would have been advantageous to offer the omer 
as soon as possible in the spring season, because nobody could consume new crops until after the omer.  

 

Today, although the omer will not be offered again until the Temple is rebuilt, Jews continue the practice 

of postponing consumption of new crops grown in Israel until the 16th of Nisan48, so it was, is, and will 
always be advantageous to arrange the leap years such that the second day of Passover is as early as 

possible in the spring season. 

 
The Hebrew word   אביב(aviv = spring) can also be thought of as a combination of the word   אב(av = 

father, head) and the Hebrew numerals for 12 = ב "י, referring to that month as the first of the 12 regular 

months of the calendar year. Indeed, the Torah instructed that the month of the exodus from Egypt shall 
be the first month of the year: 

 ַהחֶדׁש ַהֶזה ָלֶכם ראׁש ֳחָדִשים ִראׁשֹון הּוא ָלֶכם ְלָחְדֵשי ַהָשָנה 

 

Hashem said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, "This month shall be for you the begin-
ning of the months, it shall be for you the first of the months of the year." (Shemot / Exodus 12:1) 

The commentary of Rashi on the above sentence says that at that moment Moses and Aaron were shown 

the first visible lunar crescent and from that comes the tradition that each new month starts when the 
crescent is first seen. 

 

The Talmud Bavli tractate Sanhedrin 12b, 13a and 13b contains a long debate about the criteria and rules 
for intercalation of the Hebrew calendar year, much of it concerning whether the day of an equinox or 

solstice is the last day of the season that ended or the first day of the season that is starting, concluding 

that the day upon which an equinox or solstice moment falls is the first day of the new season. (This 

is like a birthday, in that the date of birth is the first day of a baby's life regardless of what time of day 
the baby entered this world.) That debate continued with what should be the intercalation rule with 

respect to the autumn equinox relative to the days from Sukkoth (starts on the 15th of Tishrei) through 

Hoshana Rabbah (21st of Tishrei), concluding that if the summer season extends into "the greater part 
of the month", defined as 16 days, then the year should be intercalated.  

 

Insertion of Adar Rishon after Shevat would have no effect on the timing of the autumn equinox in the 

same calendar year, because that equinox would fall well before the leap month, so this debate is puzz-
ling unless it refers to the insertion of an extra month of Elul before Tishrei, as was done by the Baby-

lonians in year 17117 of their 19-year cycle. Intercalating Elul is mentioned in the Talmud Bavli, tractate 

Betzah 6a: "from the days of Ezra onward we do not find Elul ever intercalated", which suggests that 

 
116 I believe, this is a misunderstanding: the first Omer was not offered on 16 Nisan, but on the Sunday following 

the week sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted from 15 to 21 Nisan. This was precisely 

subject  of the early calendar debate started by the Pharisees (against the Sadducees) in 2nd c. BC. See my Letter 

to Pope Francis & Patriarch Bartholomew, dated 20.09.2014, §2 in ‘WAS IT 30AD OR 33AD.PDF’ (accompanying 

essay) and ‘PASSOVERS IN THE GOSPELS W.33AD.PDF’, §2, p.10-11, to be found at my website Bible33.com. 

 
117 Originally, it seems the month Elul was inserted in Year 6 of the 19–year cycle; see ‘METONIC CYCLE IN JEWISH  

CALENDAR - HISTORY OF METONIC CYCLE.PDF’ & ‘METONIC CYCLE IN JESUS' TIME.XLSX’ at Bible33.com. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukkot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoshana_Rabbah
https://www.bible33.com/
https://www.bible33.com/
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Elul was indeed intercalated prior to the days of Ezra. A possible reason for intercalating Elul is sug-
gested by the following sources: 

 

Talmud Yerushalmi tractate Sheqal page 1:2: "They do not intercalate the year either in the case of the 
Seventh Year or in the case of the year after the Seventh Year, but if they did so then the intercalation 

stands." 

 
Talmud Bavli tractate Sanhedrin page 12a: "Our rabbis have taught on Tannaite authority: They do not 

intercalate the year either in the case of the Seventh Year or in the case of the year after the Seventh 

Year." 

 
In the Seventh Year or Shmitah year no crops could be planted or harvested in Israel, the land had to lie 

fallow. In order to minimize hardship for farmers and the general community, intercalation of Adar was 

avoided where possible, so as not to extend the duration of the Shmitah year by an extra month. What 
could be done if it was reckoned that intercalation would be necessary in a Shmitah year? They could 

intercalate Elul just prior to the beginning of the Shmitah year, thus having the desired effect on the 

timing of the following spring season, without extending the Shmitah year itself. 

 
The debate continued on Sanhedrin page 13b with the question as to whether the equinox in Tishrei 

 must always occur prior to the 16th or the 20th day of Tishrei. Nevertheless, astronomically (תשרי)

neither of these limits is possible, nor any day between them, not even the 15th or 21st of Tishrei, be-
cause there are two astronomic constraints that preclude any leap rule with regard to the equinox in 

Tishrei.” 

 
END OF QUOTE. 

 
Comment MR: 

 
My research into the Hebrew Calendar from the year Herod conquered Jerusalem, in 37BC, until the 

year of the destruction of the Second Temple, in 70AD, shows a perfect fit between the Metonic Cycle 

as practised in Babylon, and the found leap years within the period 37BC–70AD, suggesting the San-

hedrin used witnesses only to satisfy old customs, but meanwhile used the Metonic cycle. This can have 
included the use of VeElul (Elul I+II) in year 17 of the 19-year long cycle. Today, Jewish custom is to 

use VeAdar (Adar I+II) only, to intercalate a given Hebrew Year. 

 
The years used for intercalating in first century Judaism proves to be 100% in unison with the custom 

of the Babylonian 19-years cycle, in the same years of the cycle, the same months are used: 

- an extra Adar of 30 days: in year 3, 6, 8, 11, 14 and 19; 
- an extra Elul of 30 days: in year 17 only, before Gamliel I: in year 6 only (17 with VeAdar). 

 

This is the original Metonic cycle, which Methon of Athens copied from Babylonian sources. 

So: Yes, the Sanhedrin seem to have used the Babylonian Metonic cycle during Jesus’ Lifetime. 
 

From the Gospels we conclude, in Jesus’ last year the postponement rules of the Pharisees (‘no 2 con-

secutive Sabbaths’) were not accepted by the Temple Priests, for there were two days of Passover, 14 
Nisan and 15 Nisan, which was highly unusual compared to what is given about this in the Torah. And 

this first century practice is still exercised in the Hebrew calendar today. 
chs.28.11.2018/30.09.2020. 

©Marcel de Ray, 4 February 2014AD. 

 
– THE END – 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shmita&printable=yes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernal_Equinox
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APPENDIX F 
MR, 03.11.2014. 

 

 

The Death of Herod & Birth Date of Jesus – revisited: new consistent solution 
 

There is a problem with the date of Herod’s death about 4/4/4BC, for Josephus says: Herod reigned 37 
years from his appointment in Rome and 34 years after he conquered Jerusalem. 

  

As some have stated: it seems far-stretched to take the 1 week in Nisan 4BC as one year of his reign: 

40BC–37 years ends his reign in 3BC, and 37BC–34 years likewise ends his reign in 3BC. To take 1 
Nisan to about 7 Nisan (a week before the Passover at 14/15 Nisan) as a whole year is rare, although 

this method of reckoning the king’s years was not uncommon. 

 
So, consistently we should take about 7 Nisan 3BC as his date of death. Why is this not done? 

The reason is, a moon eclipse occurred on the day of the fast in the time before his death, and indeed on 

the day of 14 Adar 4BC, there was a moon eclipse; not so in 3BC. For this reason, the date of Herod’s 
death has always thought to have been in April 4BC. 

 

But what if Josephus did not mean to state Herod’s death was in the same year as the death of the high 

priest at Purim, and of his son, but at the next Passover? So: a year later? Or did he make a mistake and 
thought it was in the same year, while in reality it was the next? 

 

This proposition is further supported by five more facts: 
 

1. Pilate might have become Governor of Judea during 27AD  

  contrary to mostly quoted 26AD 

 
Why? Josephus gives Gratus 11 years of reign in Judea and Pilate 10 years. 

Gratus was named quickly by Tiberius after the death of Caesar Augustus (: 19/08/14AD). 

 
With Gratus 11 years in Judea, he came 2nd half of 14AD, no later than January 15AD, and must have 

reigned therefore until about December 25AD. This would bring Pilate to Judea at about January or 

maybe Spring 26AD.  
 

But, since Pilate only reigned 10 years in Judea, and Josephus states that after Vitellius ordered him 

back to Rome, ‘he departed in haste, but did not arrive before the death of Caesar Tiberius’ (16 March 

37AD), while Vitellius appeared in Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover, Pilate reigned as Governor until 
early 37AD. This means, his last/10th year in power was 36AD; counting backward his 1st year in reign 

is: 27AD! Not 26AD. 

 
So: we are missing one year! Either Pilate started in Judea from 26 or 27AD. 

 

With Gratus starting in 15AD=1st year of reign, his last year was: 25AD=11th year of reign. 
Pilate starting in 26AD=1st year of reign, his last year was: 35AD=10th year of reign. 

Either way, one year is missing: at the start (16AD=1st ?), in the middle (26AD: vacant?) or in the end 

(36AD: vacant?). 

 
A solution sometimes presented is to say: Pilate was fired as governor somewhere in (the 2nd half of) 

36AD, but tarried in Caesarea/Judea through the (rough?) winter of 36/37AD and could only depart after 

the winter was over, like early February 37AD which would count for his arrival at Rome after Tiberius’ 
death. 

 

Possibly, but contradicting Josephus’ remark: after Vitellius sacked him, he departed in haste to Rome. 

Maybe he was in a hurry, since he had to wait for the winter to pass etc., but that’s not in the text. 
 

Another option would be to assume an absence in Judea for almost a year between Gratus& Pilate, so 

in the year 26AD. This might be another option. Or maybe Josephus was not precise in dating Pilate and 
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rounded his time in office to 10, missing details. Or Pilate remained in Judea until the arrival of Vitellius, 
who was held in a battle elsewhere, although he was officially fired during (early?) 36AD, and departed 

in haste only after –or just before– the coming of Vitellius? 

 
All possibilities, but one thing seems quite clear: to establish a full reign of Pilate from 26AD might be 

premature; possibly he started only at January 27 or even later during that year. 

 
The printed coins and seals during Pilate’s reign may offer a solution, for quite a few from during his 

reign have been found in Israel. 

 

2. Starts John at start historical Sabbath Year? 

 

Another important marker in this chronology is John the Baptist’s start: if it was at the start of a Sabbath 

Year, it would NOT have been Tishri 26AD, but certainly Tishri 27AD. For, in the line of historical 
sabbath years, the one at this period ran from (Tishri) 27 to (Tishri) 28AD. And so, John might have 

started at the beginning of that year. 

 

3. Starts Jesus at start historical Jubilee Year? 

 

Jesus’ first year of ministry –after helping John in 27 or 28AD– than started before November 28AD, 

namely 10 Tishri 28AD –at the synagogue in Nazareth– and this was a Jubilee Year. 
 

4. Dates resulting? 

 
Counting back with these numbers, Jesus was 30 years at about (25) Kislew 27AD, not 26AD, and born 

at 25 Kislew 4BC instead of 25 Kislew 5BC. Same with John (one year later). 

 

All these ‘timestamps’ give extra impetus for research/consideration. 
If so, Herod dies a week before the Jewish Passover of 3BC, not 4BC. 

 

Dates involved (from my excel file): 
25 Kislew 5BC:     25–12–05     Jesus born 

7 Nisan 3BC:      22–03–03     Death Herod? One year later than High Priest at Purim 04BC 

 
1 Tishri 26AD, or    01–10–26      

10 Tishri 26AD?    10–10–26     Start ministry John Baptist, start 7th Sabbath Year (49th year) 

25 Kislew 26AD:    13–12–26     Jesus 30 years of age 

10 Tishri 28AD:    17–09–28     Start of Jesus’ ministry in the Nazareth Synagogue (Luke), 
                         Start of the 33rd Year of Jubilee (50th year) 

 

Passover 37AD:    19–04–37     Vitellius at Jerusalem. 
 

 
chs.21.01/17.10.2020. 

©Marcel de Ray, 3 November 2014. 
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APPENDIX G 
MR 23.11.2014 

 

The Temple project of Herod – source texts 
from: Josephus, ‘Antiquities of the Jews’, book XV, chapter 11, §1-7. 

CHAPTER 11. 

“How Herod Rebuilt The Temple And Raised It Higher And Made It More Magnificent Than It Was 

Before; As Also Concerning That Tower Which He Called Antonia. 

1. And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign, and after the acts already mentioned, undertook 
a very great work, that is, to build of himself the temple of God, (22) and make it larger in compass, and 

to raise it to a most magnificent altitude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious of all his actions, as it 

really was, to bring it to perfection; and that this would be sufficient for an everlasting memorial of him; 
but as he knew the multitude were not ready nor willing to assist him in so vast a design, he thought to 

prepare them first by making a speech to them, and then set about the work itself; so he called them 

together, and spoke thus to them: "I think I need not speak to you, my countrymen, about such other 

works as I have done since I came to the kingdom, although I may say they have been performed in such 
a manner as to bring more security to you than glory to myself; for I have neither been negligent in the 

most difficult times about what tended to ease your necessities, nor have the buildings I have made been 

so proper to preserve me as yourselves from injuries; and I imagine that, with God's assistance, I have 
advanced the nation of the Jews to a degree of happiness which they never had before; and for the 

particular edifices belonging to your own country, and your own cities, as also to those cities that we 

have lately acquired, which we have erected and greatly adorned, and thereby augmented the dignity of 
your nation, it seems to me a needless task to enumerate them to you, since you well know them your-

selves; but as to that undertaking which I have a mind to set about at present, and which will be a work 

of the greatest piety and excellence that can possibly be undertaken by us, I will now declare it to you. 

Our fathers, indeed, when they were returned from Babylon, built this temple to God Almighty, yet does 
it want sixty cubits of its largeness in altitude; for so much did that first temple which Solomon built 

exceed this temple; nor let anyone condemn our fathers for their negligence or want of piety herein, for 

it was not their fault that the temple was no higher; for they were Cyrus, and Darius the son of Hystaspes, 
who determined the measures for its rebuilding; and it hath been by reason of the subjection of those 

fathers of ours to them and to their posterity, and after them to the Macedonians, that they had not the 

opportunity to follow the original model of this pious edifice, nor could raise it to its ancient altitude; 
but since I am now, by God's will, your governor, and I have had peace a long time, and have gained 

great riches and large revenues, and, what is the principal filing of all, I am at amity with and well 

regarded by the Romans, who, if I may so say, are the rulers of the whole world, I will do my endeavour 

to correct that imperfection, which hath arisen from the necessity of our affairs, and the slavery we have 
been under formerly, and to make a thankful return, after the most pious manner, to God, for what 

blessings I have received from him, by giving me this kingdom, and that by rendering his temple as 

complete as I am able." 

2. And this was the speech which Herod made to them; but still this speech affrighted many of the 
people, as being unexpected by them; and because it seemed incredible, it did not encourage them, but 

put a damp upon them, for they were afraid that he would pull down the whole edifice, and not be able 

to bring his intentions to perfection for its rebuilding; and this danger appeared to them to be very great, 

and the vastness of the undertaking to be such as could hardly be accomplished. But while they were in 
this disposition, the king encouraged them, and told them he would not pull down their temple till all 

things were gotten ready for building it up entirely again. And as he promised them this beforehand, so 

he did not break his word with them, but got ready a thousand wagons, that were to bring stones for the 
building, and chose out ten thousand of the most skilful workmen, and bought a thousand sacerdotal 

garments for as many of the priests, and had some of them taught the arts of stone-cutters, and others of 

carpenters, and then began to build; but this not till everything was well prepared for the work. 
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3. So Herod took away the old foundations, and laid others, and erected the temple upon them, being in 
length a hundred cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits, which [twenty], upon the sinking of their 

foundations (23) fell down; and this part it was that we resolved to raise again in the days of Nero. Now 

the temple was built of stones that were white and strong, and each of their length was twenty-five 
cubits, their height was eight, and their breadth about twelve; and the whole structure, as also the struc-

ture of the royal cloister, was on each side much lower, but the middle was much higher, till they were 

visible to those that dwelt in the country for a great many furlongs, but chiefly to such as lived over 
against them, and those that approached to them. The temple had doors also at the entrance, and lintels 

over them, of the same height with the temple itself. They were adorned with embroidered veils, with 

their flowers of purple, and pillars interwoven; and over these, but under the crown-work, was spread 

out a golden vine, with its branches hanging down from a great height, the largeness and fine workman-
ship of which was a surprising sight to the spectators, to see what vast materials there were, and with 

what great skill the workmanship was done. He also encompassed the entire temple with very large 

cloisters, contriving them to be in a due proportion thereto; and he laid out larger sums of money upon 
them than had been done before him, till it seemed that no one else had so greatly adorned the temple 

as he had done. There was a large wall to both the cloisters, which wall was itself the most prodigious 

work that was ever heard of by man. The hill was a rocky ascent, that declined by degrees towards the 

east parts of the city, till it came to an elevated level. This hill it was which Solomon, who was the first 
of our kings, by Divine revelation, encompassed with a wall; it was of excellent workmanship upwards, 

and round the top of it. He also built a wall below, beginning at the bottom, which was encompassed by 

a deep valley; and at the south side he laid rocks together, and bound them one to another with lead, and 
included some of the inner parts, till it proceeded to a great height, and till both the largeness of the 

square edifice and its altitude were immense, and till the vastness of the stones in the front were plainly 

visible on the outside, yet so that the inward parts were fastened together with iron, and preserved the 
joints immovable for all future times. When this work [for the foundation] was done in this manner, and 

joined together as part of the hill itself to the very top of it, he wrought it all into one outward surface, 

and filled up the hollow places which were about the wall, and made it a level on the external upper 

surface, and a smooth level also. This hill was walled all round, and in compass four furlongs, [the 
distance of] each angle containing in length a furlong: but within this wall, and on the very top of all, 

there ran another wall of stone also, having, on the east quarter, a double cloister, of the same length 

with the wall; in the midst of which was the temple itself. This cloister looked to the gates of the temple; 
and it had been adorned by many kings in former times; and round about the entire temple were fixed 

the spoils taken from barbarous nations; all these had been dedicated to the temple by Herod, with the 

addition of those he had taken from the Arabians. 

4. Now on the north side [of the temple] was built a citadel, whose walls were square, and strong, and 

of extraordinary firmness. This citadel was built by the kings of the Hasmonean race, who were also 
high priests before Herod, and they called it the Tower, in which were reposited the vestments of the 

high priest, which the high priest only put on at the time when he was to offer sacrifice. These vestments 

king Herod kept in that place; and after his death they were under the power of the Romans, until the 
time of Tiberius Caesar; under whose reign Vitellius, the president of Syria, when he once came to 

Jerusalem, and had been most magnificently received by the multitude, he had a mind to make them 

some requital for the kindness they had shewn him; so, upon their petition to have those holy vestments 
in their own power, he wrote about them to Tiberius Caesar, who granted his request: and this their 

power over the sacerdotal vestments continued with the Jews till the death of king Agrippa; but after 

that, Cassius Longinus, who was president of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator of Judea, 

enjoined the Jews to reposit those vestments in the tower of Antonia, for that they ought to have them 
in their power, as they formerly had. However, the Jews sent ambassadors to Claudius Caesar, to inter-

cede with him for them; upon whose coming, king Agrippa, junior, being then at Rome, asked for and 

obtained the power over them from the emperor, who gave command to Vitellius, who was then com-
mander in Syria, to give it them accordingly. Before that time they were kept under the seal of the high 

priest, and of the treasurers of the temple; which treasurers, the day before a festival, went up to the 

Roman captain of the temple guards, and viewed their own seal, and received the vestments; and again, 
when the festival was over, they brought it to the same place, and showed the captain of the temple 

guards their seal, which corresponded with his seal, and reposited them there. And that these things were 

so, the afflictions that happened to us afterwards [about them] are sufficient evidence. But for the tower 

itself, when Herod the king of the Jews had fortified it more firmly than before, in order to secure and 
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guard the temple, he gratified Antonius, who was his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then gave it the 

name of the Tower of Antonia. 

5. Now in the western quarters of the enclosure of the temple there were four gates; the first led to the 

king's palace, and went to a passage over the intermediate valley; two more led to the suburbs of the 

city; and the last led to the other city, where the road descended down into the valley by a great number 
of steps, and thence up again by the ascent for the city lay over against the temple in the manner of a 

theatre, and was encompassed with a deep valley along the entire south quarter; but the fourth front of 

the temple, which was southward, had indeed itself gates in its middle, as also it had the royal cloisters, 

with three walks, which reached in length from the east valley unto that on the west, for it was impossible 
it should reach any farther: and this cloister deserves to be mentioned better than any other under the 

sun; for while the valley was very deep, and its bottom could not be seen, if you looked from above into 

the depth, this further vastly high elevation of the cloister stood upon that height, insomuch that if any 
one looked down from the top of the battlements, or down both those altitudes, he would be giddy, while 

his sight could not reach to such an immense depth. This cloister had pillars that stood in four rows one 

over against the other all along, for the fourth row was interwoven into the wall, which [also was built 
of stone]; and the thickness of each pillar was such, that three men might, with their arms extended, 

fathom it round, and join their hands again, while its length was twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral 

at its basis; and the number of all the pillars [in that court] was a hundred and sixty-two. Their chapiters 

were made with sculptures after the Corinthian order, and caused an amazement [to the spectators], by 
reason of the grandeur of the whole. These four rows of pillars included three intervals for walking in 

the middle of this cloister; two of which walks were made parallel to each other, and were contrived 

after the same manner; the breadth of each of them was thirty feet, the length was a furlong, and the 
height fifty feet; but the breadth of the middle part of the cloister was one and a half of the other, and 

the height was double, for it was much higher than those on each side; but the roofs were adorned with 

deep sculptures in wood, representing many sorts of figures.  

The middle was much higher than the rest, and the wall of the front was adorned with beams, resting 

upon pillars, that were interwoven into it, and that front was all of polished stone, insomuch that its 
fineness, to such as had not seen it, was incredible, and to such as had seen it, was greatly amazing. Thus 

was the first enclosure.  

In the midst of which, and not far from it, was the second, to be gone up to by a few steps: this was 

encompassed by a stone wall for a partition, with an inscription, which forbade any foreigner to go in 
under pain of death. Now this inner enclosure had on its southern and northern quarters three gates 

[equally] distant one from another; but on the east quarter, towards the sun-rising, there was one large 

gate, through which such as were pure came in, together with their wives; but the temple further inward 

in that gate was not allowed to the women;  

but still more inward was there a third [court of the] temple, where into it was not lawful for any but the 
priests alone to enter. The temple itself was within this; and before that temple was the altar, upon which 

we offer our sacrifices and burnt-offerings to God. Into none of these three did king Herod enter, (24) 

for he was forbidden, because he was not a priest. However, he took care of the cloisters and the outer 

enclosures, and these he built in eight years. 

6. But the temple itself was built by the priests in a year and six months; upon which all the people 

were full of joy; and presently they returned thanks, in the first place, to God; and in the next place, for 

the alacrity the king had showed. They feasted and celebrated this rebuilding of the temple: and for the 
king, he sacrificed three hundred oxen to God, as did the rest every one according to his ability; the 

number of which sacrifices is not possible to set down, for it cannot be that we should truly relate it; for 

at the same time with this celebration for the work about the temple fell also the day of the king's inau-

guration, which he kept of an old custom as a festival, and it now coincided with the other, which coin-

cidence of them both made the festival most illustrious. 

7. There was also an occult passage built for the king; it led from Antonia to the inner temple, at its 

eastern gate; over which he also erected for himself a tower, that he might have the opportunity of a 

subterraneous ascent to the temple, in order to guard against any sedition which might be made by the 
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people against their kings. It is also reported, (25) that during the time that the temple was building, it 
did not rain in the daytime, but that the showers fell in the nights, so that the work was not hindered. 

And this our fathers have delivered to us; nor is it incredible, if any one have regard to the manifesta-

tions of God. And thus was performed the work of the rebuilding of the temple.” 
Josephus, Antiquities, Book XV, ch.11, §1–7. 

Retrieved from: http://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title= 

The_Antiquities_of_the_Jews/Book_XV&oldid=3785465 

 

After having finished the Temple itself in 1.5 years –cf. 6.– he first went to Rome: 
 

“Now at this time it was that he sailed to Italy, as very desirous to meet with Caesar, and to see his sons 

who lived at Rome; and Caesar was not only very obliging to him in other respects, but delivered him 

his sons again, that he might take them home with him, as having already completed themselves in the 
sciences; but as soon as the young men were come from Italy, the multitude were very desirous to see 

them, and they became conspicuous among them all, as adorned with great blessings of fortune, and 

having the countenances of persons of royal dignity.”     Josephus, Antiquities, Book XVI, ch.1, §2. 
 

Herod’s sons, who studied at Rome, were designated to become his successors. After the demise of the 

Hasmonean Kings –due to Herod’s coup–, he intended to become the founder of a new royal family. 

 
In contemplating these events, we read furthermore that Herod invites Marcus Agrippa to come to Judea 

and he did: 

 
“When Herod had despatched these affairs, and he understood that Marcus Agrippa had sailed again out 

of Italy into Asia, he made haste to him, and besought him to come to him into his kingdom, and to 

partake of what he might justly expect from one that had been his guest, and was his friend. This request 
he greatly pressed, and to it Agrippa agreed, and came into Judea; whereupon Herod omitted nothing 

that might please him. He entertained him in his new-built cities, and showed him the edifices he had 

built, and provided all sorts of the best and most costly dainties for him and his friends, and that at 

Sebaste and Caesarea, about that port that he had built, and at the fortresses which he had erected at 
great expenses, Alexandrium, and Herodium, and Hyrcania. He also conducted him to the city Jerusa-

lem, where all the people met him in their festival garments, and received him with acclamations. 

Agrippa also offered a hecatomb of sacrifices to God; and feasted the people, without omitting any of 
the greatest dainties that could be gotten. He also took so much pleasure there, that he abode many days 

with them, and would willingly have staid longer, but that the season of the year made him make haste 

away; for as winter was coming on, he thought it not safe to go to sea later, and yet he was of necessity 

to return again to Ionia.”                    Josephus, Antiquities, Book XVI, ch.2, §1. 
 

Marcus Agrippa clearly had a perfect time with Herod, his host: he even performed ‘a hetacomb of 

sacrifices’ in Jerusalem. It is clearly that this was done in the Temple rebuild –in the 1.5 years before–, 
for in a speech a bit later by Alexander, Herod’s son, who was (falsely) accused by his own father before 

Caesar Augustus, while pleading his cause, said: 

 
“Are we desirous of that dominion which we know our father is possessed of? For what reason can we 

do so? If we already have royal honors, as we have, should not we labor in vain? And if we have them 

not, yet are not we in hopes of them? Or supposing that we had killed thee, could we expect to obtain 

thy kingdom? while neither the earth would let us tread upon it, nor the sea let us sail upon it, after such 
an action as that; nay, the religion of all your subjects, and the piety of the whole nation, would have 

prohibited parricides from assuming the government, and from entering into that most holy temple 

which was built by thee.”                   Josephus, Antiquities, Book XVI, ch.4, §(1–)3. 
 

Now, how to date these events? 

http://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=The_Antiquities_of_the_Jews/Book_XV&oldid=3785465
http://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=The_Antiquities_of_the_Jews/Book_XV&oldid=3785465
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Marcus Agrippa was Caesar’ Augustus main general and builder throughout his empire. 

“After Augustus others had celebrated the beginning of a new era in May/June 17, Agrippa had left for 
a second tour through the eastern provinces. In Athens, he built an Odeum, and in Judea, he visited 

king Herod (15), and sacrificed one hundred oxen in the temple of Jerusalem. In 13, 

during the consulship of Tiberius and Varus, Agrippa was back in Rome, where his 

powers were again renewed.” 

from: www.livius.org/person/vipsanius-agrippa/vipsanius-agrippa-3/ 

 

He left Italy after May/June 17BC, arrived in Judea not later than 15BC. 

He sacrificed 100 oxen in the Temple build by Herod. The main building was therefore not done after 
the cloisters, that took 8 years (19BC-12BC at least). 

 

Based on this, we may be assured the Temple itself –built in 1.5 years as Josephus states– was ready in 

15BC and the building started before 16BC, probably in 19BC. But those who spoke to Jesus about 46 
years, weren’t discussing the central building, for if they had, they would never have spoken about ’46 

years in building’…: the central Temple was done in 1.5 years! Therefore, they must have meant the 

entire Temple complex, which indeed was still improved upon even in 66AD, and the reference must 
therefore be taken to the starting year of the whole complex. 

 

Therefore, the year the Jews, whom Jesus met in the Temple at the first Passover after His baptism, 

stated “this Temple has been in building for forty-six years”, was: 
 

[Sum: 20-19BC=1st year of the building process? 46th year=] 

a) before 1 Nisan 19BC? >46 years complete before 1 Nisan 27AD; 18th year Herod: Nisan 20–19BC; 

b) after 1 Nisan 19BC? >46 years completed after 1 Nisan 28AD; 18th year Herod: Tishri 20–19BC. 
 

In case a) applies, the Passover in John 2:13 could have been: Passover of 27AD. 

In case b) applies, the Passover in John 2:13 could have been: Passover of 27AD or 28AD. 

 
An earlier Passover is impossible, due to the fact that Tiberius 15th year (Luke 3:1) started at the earliest 

(if counted from Tiberius co-regency with Augustus, started 12AD) from 19 August 26AD, which is 

after the Passover in 26AD, and 46 years until PO26AD starts in 21BC which is too early. 
 

A later Passover is impossible, due to the fact that the Passover in 29AD would be after a full 46 years 

counted from a start in 18BC, but, as we have seen above, the Temple building project must have started 

in 19BC at the latest, for the Temple project was started by Herod in his 18th year of government over 
Jerusalem, and it cannot have started before 1 Nisan 20BC –if his years were counted from the Spring 

month–. But if they were counted from Autumn, the Temple project started not before 1 Tishri 20BC 

and not after 1 Tishri 19BC! In practical terms: 
 

Start Temple building project in 18th year Herod: 

a) =  1 Nisan 20BC to 29 Adar118 19BC  =  27/03/20119 to 15/03/19BC, or: 
b) =  1 Tishri 20BC to 29 Elul 19BC   =  20/09/20120 to 09/09/19BC. 
 

The Temple project started in 1 of these 2 periods. 

Source: Josephus, Antiquities, Book XV, ch.11, §1. 

 
The only way to include 29AD as option is to say the preparations took over one year and were not 

included in their count of 46 years.  

 
118  In the use of the 19-years cycle (Jewish Metonic Cycle) it is not to be expected 19BC was intercalated. 

  See Appendix C, page 29, and page 36 (“Comment MR”). 
119  Proleptic Julian: in the historical Julian date in Rome there was a surplus of 2 or 3 days at this time; see my 

essay “LeapDayError Julian Calendar 45BC-8AD”+“JEWISH-JULIAN CALENDAR IN JESUS’ TIME.xlsx 

page ‘Calendar 13BC–45AD’” on this matter. Here 27/03/20BC=Julian Date 1714204. 
120  Proleptic Julian Date: 20/09/20BC=1714381. 

file:///D:/02BC/3-Overdracht%20bestanden/www.livius.org/person/vipsanius-agrippa/vipsanius-agrippa-3/
http://www.livius.org/pictures/italy/rome/ara-pacis/ara-pacis-agrippa/
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Addendum 10.02.2017/27.06.2018 

Herod’s 1st and 18th year: historical proof   
the following shows Josephus presented Herod I’s years from Nisan to Nisan,  
but counting the 34 years from Antigonus’ death at Autumn 37BCTishri 3BC. 
 
Quotation taken from ‘sabjub.pdf’ at Yahweh.org121, chapter XVIII, pages 244-246. 

“Next, the seventh year of Herod equals the year that Caesar defeated Antony at the battle of Actium. 
The war between these two monarchs for control of the Roman empire began in the winter of 32/31 B.C. 

and came to a conclusion with the battle of Actium on September 2 of 31 B.C. : 

 
‘Meanwhile, the battle of Actium took place between Caesar and Antony, in the seventh year of Herod’s 

reign, and there was an earthquake in Judea, such as had not been seen before, which caused great 

destruction of the cattle throughout the country.’ (Josephus, Antiq., 15:5:2). 
 

‘But while he (Herod) was punishing his foes, he was visited by another calamity—an act of the deity 

(Yahweh) which occurred in the seventh year of his reign, when the war of Actium was at its height.  

IN EARLY SPRING an earthquake destroyed cattle innumerable and 30,000 lives; but the army being 

quartered in the open, escaped injury.’ (Josephus, Wars, 1:19:3) 
 

Since the battle of Actium was fought in September of 31 B.C., the seventh year of Herod equals the 

year 31/30, Nisan reckoning. Therefore, “Year 1” of Herod is the year 37/36 B.C., Nisan reckoning122.  
Further, the end of Herod’s seventeenth year and the beginning of his eighteenth year occurred at the 

time when Caesar came to Syria: ‘And when Herod had completed the seventeenth year of his reign, 

Caesar came to Syria.’ (Josephus, Antiq.,15:10:3) 

 
The Roman historian Cassius Dio writes: 

‘Augustus (Caesar), now, after transacting what business he had in Greece, sailed to Samos, where he 

passed the winter; and in the spring of the year when Marcus Apuleius and Publius Silius were consuls, 
he went on into Asia, and settled everything there and in Bithynia. . . . He reduced the people of Cyzicus 

to slavery because during a factious quarrel they had flogged and put to death some Romans. And when 

he reached Syria, he took the same action in the case of the people of Tyre and Sidon on account of their 
factious quarrelling.’ (Dio, 54:7) 

 

The consul year mentioned by Dio is 20 B.C. (Jan. 1 to Jan. 1, late Roman reckoning). Therefore, Caesar 

came to Syria in the spring of 20 B.C., which was at the end of the seventeenth year123 (the twelfth month 
of the Israelite year being Adar [Feb./March]) and at the beginning of the eighteenth year of Herod (the 

first Jewish month being Nisan [March/April]). The end of Herod’s seventeenth year and beginning of 

his eighteenth year, as a result, had to take place in the spring of 20 B.C112. This fact makes Herod’s 
seventeenth year 21/20 B.C., Nisan reckoning, and his eighteenth year 20/19 B.C., Nisan reckoning111. 

His first year of rule at Jerusalem, therefore, is 37/36 B.C., Nisan reckoning111. 

 
Josephus, Antiquities, 20:10:5, also makes this following report:  

‘Now those who held the high priesthood FROM THE TIME OF HEROD UP TO THE DAY ON WHICH 

TITUS CAPTURED AND SET FIRE TO THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY numbered 28 in all, covering 

a period of 107 years.’ 
 

Titus set the Temple and city on fire in the “second year of Vespasian on the eighth of the month of 

Gorpiaeus,” i.e. September, 70 C.E. The year 70/71 C.E., Nisan reckoning111, therefore, is the 107th 
year from the time that Herod conquered Jerusalem (Josephus, Wars, 6:10:1–7:1:1). “Year 1,” accord-

ingly, equals the year 37/36 B.C. [MR: ‘Nisan 37BC until August 70AD’=106,5 years and ‘Tishri 37BC until 
August 70AD’=106,0 years; not entirely precise; only ‘Nisan/Tishri 37BC until Nisan/Tishri 71AD’=107 years; 
it seems here Josephus ‘rounded of’ his calculation]. 

  

 
121  to be found here:  http://www.yahweh.org/publications.html, ‘sabjub.pdf’. 
122  according to Clover c.s.; but system C ‘Tishri 37BC until Tishri 36BC’ also applies, so: ‘or Tishri reckoning’. 
123  Spring 20BC ‘the end of the 17th year, beginning of the 18th’; this way Clover pertain his Nisan chronology for  

  Herod’s reign; but again here his ‘system C’ applies as well or even better: Spring 20BC was at the heart of  

  Herod’s 17th year if counted from Tishri 37BC. 

http://www.yahweh.org/publications.html
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sabjub.pdf, cont.: 
 

“These facts are further upheld by the Talmudic work Abodah Zarah, which claims that the dynasty of 

Herod lasted 103 years. This dynasty ended with the revolt of the Jews against Agrippa in the month of 
Artemisius (Iyyar; April/May), 66 C.E. . The year 66/67 C.E., Nisan reckoning, being the 103rd year, 

makes the year 37/36 B.C. Herod’s first year.”                       <END OF QUOTE> 

 
&   &   & 

 

[MR] My comment: 

 
Iyyar in 66AD is part of the year Tishri 65AD > Tishri 66AD. If 103rd year: Tishri 1-2AD was 39th year 

and Tishri 1BC-1AD was 38th year; 1st year was: 1 minus 37=Tishri 38-37BC. This is one year too early. 

But, the Talmud does not say: “in the 103rd year” as Clover c.s. imply; Abodah Zarah states: Herod’s 
dynasty lasted 103 years… Tishri 37BC + 103 years = Tishri 67(!), not 66AD]. 

 

Therefore Artemisius/Iyyar or April/May 66AD ends 103 years, or up to Tishri 66AD. 

Iyyar, Tishri 1AD ends 38 years; 
Iyyar, Tishri 1BC ends 37 years of dynasty; 

Iyyar, Tishri 38BC starts 107 years of dynasty. 

 
In reality Herod_I did start at either Nisan or Tishri (September) 37BC… 

 

It seems the count given in ‘Abodah Zarah’ is one year of or a round-of, or Clover’s assumption the 
dynasty in this calculation was supposed to end in Iyyar 66AD is one year too early? One of these 3 

suggestions may account for the one-year difference with this Talmudic quote. Another option is that 

the author of this Talmudic work was using the Jewish calendar of his day, applying that method ‘back 

in time’ on Herod’s reign, while another method had been in place during the aforementioned period. 
 

MR/27.06.18. 
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APPENDIX H 
MR 07.05.2019 

 

Some dates about Tiberius, Pontius Pilate c.s. 
 
In note 2 & 62 and other places, I have cited the length of reign of Pontius Pilate and other persons. 

Here I quote some sources that historians agree upon: 

 
From the Antiquities of the Jews - Book XVIII, 2.2124: 

 
‘[A.D. 14.] Under whom died Cesar, the second Emperor of the Romans: the duration of whose reign was fifty 

seven years, besides six months, and two days: (of which time Antonius ruled together with him fourteen years:) 

but the duration of his life was seventy seven years.3 Upon whose death Tiberius Nero, his wife Julia’s son, suc-

ceeded. [A.D. 15.] He was now the third Emperor: and he sent Valerius Gratus to be procurator of Judea, and to 

succeed Annius Rufus. This man deprived Ananus of the High Priesthood; and appointed Ismael, the son of Phabi, 

to be High Priest. [A.D. 24.] He also deprived him in a little time, and ordained Eleazar, the son of Ananus, who 

had been High Priest before, to be High Priest. [A.D. 25.] Which office when he had held for a year, Gratus 

deprived him of it, and gave the High Priesthood to Simon, the son of Camithus. [A.D. 26.] And when he had 

possessed that dignity no longer than a year, Joseph Caiaphas was made his successor. When Gratus had done 
these things, he went back to Rome; after he had tarried in Judea eleven years: when Pontius Pilate came as his 

successor.’ 

 

Gratus, procurator of Judea for 11 years: 14/15AD–25/26AD 
Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea for 10 years: started 26AD. 

 
From the Antiquities of the Jews - Book XVIII, 4.1-2: 

‘But Pilate prevented their going up, by seizing upon the roads, with a great band of horsemen, and footmen: who 

fell upon those that were gotten together in the village: and when it came to an action, some of them they slew; 

and others of them they put to flight; and took a great many alive. The principal of which, and also the most potent 

of those that fled away, Pilate ordered to be slain. 

2. But when this tumult was appeased, the Samaritan senate sent an embassy to Vitellius; a man that had been 

consul, and who was now president of Syria; and accused Pilate of the murder of those that were killed. For that 

they did not go to Tirathaba in order to revolt from the Romans; but to escape the violence of Pilate. So Vitellius 

sent Marcellus, a friend of his, to take care of the affairs of Judea; and ordered Pilate to go to Rome, to answer 

before the Emperor to the accusations of the Jews. So Pilate, when he had tarried ten years in Judea, made haste 

to Rome: and this in obedience to the orders of Vitellius; which he durst not contradict. But before he could get to 

Rome, Tiberius was dead. [A.D. 37, Mar. 16.]’ 

And since the Passover in 37 fell out after 16/03/37AD, Pilate was no longer procurator/praefect of Judea during 

that feast, and since Pilate was presiding over the trial of Jesus of Nazareth, in full authority, this trial must have 

taken place no later than the Passover in 36AD (see page 3+28 of this essay). 

 

Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea for 10 years: finished end of 36AD. 
 

MR.14/05/2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
124 http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html 

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html#margin_note_3
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html
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APPENDIX I 
MR 07.05.2019 

 

The Messianic Prophecies of Daniel 
read: Daniel 9:1–27, 12:1–13. 
 

 

Many have connected the Seventy Week Prophecy of chapter 9 to Jesus’ Life, 

in different manners. 
 

I will try to add to this, the possibility that Jesus’ Ministry as described in the canonical Gospels,  

lasted as long as in Daniel’s prophecy in chapter 12: 
 

And I heard, but I understood not: and I said, O Lord, what will be the end of these things? And he said, 

Go, Daniel: for the words are closed and sealed up to the time of the end. Many must be tested, and 

thoroughly whitened, and tried with fire, and sanctified; but the transgressors shall transgress: and 

none of the transgressors shall understand; but the wise shall understand. And from the time of the 
removal of the perpetual sacrifice, when the abomination of desolation shall be set up, there shall be a 

thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waits, and comes to the thousand three 

hundred and thirty-five days. (Dan 12:8-12 Brenton) 

 

This is not about the length of Jesus’ public ministry. 
But there seems to be an analogy with this text: 

 

“And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an 

end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until 
the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” (Dan 9:27 ESV) 

 

That is the MT verse. But in the LXX it is somewhat different: 
 

“And one week shall establish the covenant with many: and in the midst of the week my sacrifice and 

drink-offering shall be taken away: and on the temple shall be the abomination of desolations; and at 
the end of time an end shall be put to the desolation.” (Dan 9:27 Brenton) 

 

Indeed: one could make a case for some analogy: 

– the Sacrifice was taken away (put to an end) half of the week of 7 years, being at about 3.5 years; 
– and ‘from the time of the removal of the perpetual sacrifice, when the abomination of desolation shall 

 be set up, there shall be a 1,290 days’, also being at about 3.5 years. 

 
To this last verse is added: 

- ‘blessed is he that waits, and comes to the 1,335 days’, being +45 days. 

 

As many have written, 1,290 days might be based upon an original (‘prophetic’) year of 360 days: 
3 years of 360 days = 3 x 360 = 1,080 days; 1,290 minus 1,080 leaves: 210 days; 210/360=7 months. 

 

So: 1,290 days in a 360–day–year = 3 years + 7 months (the month of Tishri is included). 
From 1,290 days to 1,335 days = 45 days extra = 1.5 months extra: 

 

1,335 days = 3 years + 7 months + 1.5 months = 3 years + 8.5 months = 3.71 years [of 360d]. 
 

Where does this lead to? 

 

If the months in the 4th year are counted from 1 Nisan, we end at 15 Kislew (month 9); this is 10 days 
before the start of the Feast of Dedication of the Temple (Daniel’s 70–Weeks Prophecy is all about the 

Temple of Jerusalem/Body of Christ, John 2:19–22). 

Taken from a year start at 1 Tishri, we end at 15 Iyyar, which makes little sense. 
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Another year length is not logical: 
 

Egyptian/Julian Year: 

1,290 days / 365.25 days = 3.53 years or 3 years + 194.25 days or 3 years + 6 months + 11.625 days? 
1,335 days / 365.25 days = 3.655 years or 3 years + 239.24 days or 3 years + 7 months + 26.1775 days? 

 

Jewish Moon Year, without intercalation: 
1,290 days / 354 days = 3.664 years or 3 years + 228 days or 3 years + 7 months + 21.5 days? 

1,335 days / 354 days = 3.771 years or 3 years + 272.97 days or 3 years + 9 months + 7.4694 days? 

 

The only year length used in these prophecies, that makes sense is 360 days / year. 
 

Originally, the year of 360 days was used in the Old Sumerian Calendar, being 12 months of 30 days, 

without intercalation or leap days. Later, the Old Egyptian Solar calendar added 5 extra days at the end 
of the year, now called epagomenen. Thus the Egyptian priests knew to abridge the gap with the true 

length of the solar year. But it still wasn’t perfect, therefore in the 3rd century BC Ptolemais decreed the 

use of an extra leap day per 4 years, making the year length effectively 365¼ days, a measure that was 

not applied until the intervention of Julius Caesar, 1st c. BC (therefore called the Julian Year). Wrongly 
applied in Rome, the Augustian Reform became necessary (9/8BC), which positioned the use of the leap 

day every 4th year, not 3rd year as it had been done in Rome (not at Alexandria). 

 
In 1582AD another reform took place: Pope Gregory XIII ordered the removal of a leap day every 400 

years, making the Gregorian Calendar the most accurate solar calendar to date (Gregorian Reform). 

 
But it all started with the Sumerian Year of 12 months of 30 days = 360 days. 

This was also the calendar used in the Flood story in Genesis 6–8. 

 

APPLIANCE TO JESUS MINISTRY 

If we apply Daniel’s prophecy to Jesus’ ministry, it follows: 

 

1. the half–a–week comes down to: 3.5 x 360 = 1,260 days. 
 

1,260 days falls only 30 days short of 1,290 days (!). That is 1 month. 

If counted from 1 Nisan, that extra month would be Tishri; 
if counted from 1 Tishri, that extra month would be Nisan. 

 

To get to 1,335 days, we need to add another 1.5 Jewish months, as we did on the former page, 

leading to the same results. 
 

2. 1,260 days back in time, counted from Nisan 15 in Jesus’ last year –the Day of Crucifixion&Death– 

we come to either, 
 

a. 15 Nisan 33AD minus 1,260 days:  

  [1,260–15–354–384–354=153 days=25 Tishri 29AD; with VeAdar in 32AD] 

  [1,260–15–354–384–354=153 days=24 Tebeth 29AD; with VeAdar in 30AD+32AD] 
 

b. 15 Nisan 30AD minus 1,260 days: 

  [1,260–15–384–354–354=153 days=25 Tishri 26AD; with VeAdar in 30AD] 
  [1,260–15–354–384–354=153 days=24 Tebeth 26AD; with VeAdar in 26AD+30AD] 

 

We can project the 1,290 and 1,335 days of Daniel’s prophecy further back: 
c. 15 Nisan 33AD minus 1,290 days:  

  [1,290–15–354–384–354=183 days=24 Elul 29AD; with VeAdar in 32AD] 

  [1,290–15–354–384–354=183 days=24 Tishri 29AD; with VeAdar in 30AD+32AD] 

 
d. 15 Nisan 33AD minus 1,335 days: 

  [24 Elul 29AD–45 days=9 Av 29AD(!); with VeAdar in 32AD] 

  [24 Tishri 29AD–45 days=10 Elul 29AD; with VeAdar in 30AD+32AD] 



Chronology Of Jesus Ministry-Synopsis-Historical Evidence v14.docx 

17 August 2021   69 of 70 

e. 15 Nisan 30AD minus 1,290 days:  
  [1,290–15–354–384–354=183 days=24 Elul 26AD; with VeAdar in 32AD] 

  [1,290–15–354–384–354=183 days=24 Tishri 26AD; with VeAdar in 30AD+32AD] 

 
f.  15 Nisan 30AD minus 1,335 days:  

  [24 Elul 26AD–45 days=9 Av 26AD(!); with VeAdar in 32AD] 

  [24 Tishri 26AD–45 days=10 Elul 26AD; with VeAdar in 30AD+32AD]. 
 

 
If any of these possible ‘start dates’ for Jesus’ public ministry are grounded in history? I wonder.. 

 

 

Marcel, 10–05–2019. 
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APPENDIX K 
MR, 14.07.2020 

 

 

Jesus walked for exact1,200 days 
 

 

Jesus’ public ministry has two 1,200 days periods: 

 
 

Alcyone software 

(present Jewish calendar 
projected backwards): 

 

25K26 25/11 JDN   1730883 

15N30 07/04 JDN   1732112 
number of days:         1169 

 

25K29 20/12 JDN   1732004 
15N33 03/04 JDN   1733204 

number of days:        1200 

 
 

My calculations: 

(reconstructed 1st c. Jewish calendar) 

 
 

25 Kislew 26AD – 14 Nisan 30AD 

 
25K26=23/12 JDN:   1730911 

14N30=06/04 JDN:   1732111 

number of days:             1200 
 

Therefore, from 25 Kislew 26AD, until the start of 

Passover eve at the sunset of 14 Nisan 30AD, 

 
there are 1,200 days. 

 

 
25 Kislew 29AD – 15 Nisan 33AD 

 

25K29 20/12 JDN     1732004 

15N33 03/04 JDN     1733204 
number of days:           1200 

 

Therefore, from 26 Kislew 29AD, when Jesus may 
have become 33 years of age, until the start of 

Passover eve at the sunset of 14 Nisan 33AD,  

 
there are 1,200 days. 

 

 

MR/14.07.2020. 


